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CORS FOCHNO, CARDIGANSHIRE (v.c. 46) 14th July

Twenty one members met at Ynys-las to be ferried to the north west corner of the Cors Fochno NNR,
the meeting having been slightly rearranged because of foot-and-mouth problems. By kind permission
of the warden, and helpfully and informatively accompanied, and disinfected, by Justin Lyons, we
explored five enclosures mostly added to the NNR in the last ten years. As a result of controlling the
grazing, localised mowing and raising of the water table, the fen and mire communities have greatly
increased in interest. Highlights included a large colony of Juncus subnodulosus (Blunt-flowered Rush),
only three other colonies of which are known in the county, all in the Cors Fochno area; Rhynchospora
fusca (Brown Beak-sedge), which appeared here in 1993 after scrapes and a ditch had been dug,
reaching a maximum of 2784 spikes in 1994, and apparently reduced to only one this year; large
quantities of Radliola linoides (Allseed) among spectacularly dense flowering patches of Anagallis
tenella (Bog Pimpernel); and dwarf plants of Ophioglossum vulgatum (Adder’s-tongue), Osmunda
regalis (Royal Fern) and Dryopteris carthusiana (Narrow Buckler-fern). The red, fleshy enlarged
shoots of Andromeda polifolia (Bog-rosemary) galled by Exobasidium karstenii were conspicuous in
several areas, and Ray Woods demonstrated a variety of rusts and other plant-associated fungi. Steve
Chambers found Epilobium x rivulare (E. parviflorum x E. palustre) (a hybrid willowherb), and Roger
Maskew Rumex x pratensis (R. crispus x R. obtusifolius) (Meadow Dock).

We also went onto the edge of the raised mire, an area that had been slightly disturbed by ditches
and perhaps peat cutting in the past. Both Drosera intermedia (Oblong-leaved Sundew) and D. anglica
(Great Sundew) were in hollows here, and Justin showed us another newly found colony of Rhyncho-
spora fusca with three spikes. Most of the Trichophorum cespitosum (Deergrass), confirmed later by
microscopic examination of stem sections, was the hybrid between subsp. cespifosum and subsp.
germanicum (nothosubsp. foersteri), forming large, sterile and mostly greyish green tussocks; subsp.
germanicum was also present, but much less frequent, seeming mostly fertile and forming smaller,
brighter green tussocks.

ARTHUR CHATER

CANNOCK CHASE, STAFFORDSHIRE (v.c. 39) 14th —15th July

Foot and mouth disease exclusions for much of the area were lifted less than a week before the
meeting, the object of which was to record for a future Flora of Staffordshire. Twelve members were
joined by three guests from the group collecting data for this venture. Participants worked in five
groups, covering large portions of twelve tetrads together with smaller areas of two others.

The richest sites visited on the Saturday were in and near to the Oldacre Valley. The presence of
Thelypteris palustris (Marsh Fern) was confirmed and Drosera rotundifolia (Round-leaved Sundew)
and Eleocharis quinqueflora (Few-flowered Spike-rush) were refound. On bare mud in and near to a
disused quarry adjacent to the car park, used by those exploring this valley, were several plants of
Plagiobothrys scouleri (White Forget-me-not), new to this and to neighbouring vice-counties. Car
thieves were also amongst those taking advantage of being able to return to the many small car parks in
the area, but there is little of value in the vehicles of impoverished botanists and the only loss was the
glass from one window. Floras and dirty footwear were left untouched. The owner was almost
compensated by his spotting several spikes of A/lium vineale (Wild Onion) within 10m of the scene of
the crime, at the head of the Brindley Valley. Melampyrum pratense (Common Cow-wheat) is a rapidly
dwindling taxon in v.c. 39 with records for only five tetrads as compared with 16 in 1970, but this was
increased to six with its discovery on slopes above Sherbrook Valley.

On Sunday, groups moved a little to the west, so that different habitats bordering the Chase were
investigated. Ranunculus sardous (Hairy Buttercup), last seen in v.c. 39 in 1923, was in a wheat field
north of Dunston and Papaver argemone (Prickly Poppy) in a corn field east of Bednall. Potamogefon
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trichoides (Hairlike Pondweed) and Schoenoplectus tabernaemontani (Grey Club-rush) adorned the
Staffordshire and Worcester canal, near Gailey, with Ranunculus circinatus (Fan-leaved Water-
crowfoot) in Lower Gailey Reservoir. An area of waste ground/landfill adjacent to a sewage works east
of Four Ashes had the large sward of Dactylorhiza x grandis (the hybrid between D. fuchsii x
D. praetermissa (Common Spotted- and Southern Marsh-orchids) that is sometimes found in damp
areas of such sites in Staffordshire. Epilobium tetragonum (Square-stalked Willowherb) and Pastinaca
sativa (Wild Parsnip), both occurring in quantity on drier ground close by, are very much rarer.
Dipsacus pilosus (Small Teasel) was in woodland, near to the river, at Lower Drayton.

In excess of 2,100 new tetrad records were made for an area that has been little recorded in recent
years. Vaccinium oxycoccos (Cranberry) was in two tetrads, Galium uliginosum (Fen Bedstraw) in
three and Plantago coronopus (Buck’s-horn Plantain) was located in four. An exception to the paucity
of other modern records was the list of 89 sites for Vaccinium x intermedium (V. vitis-idaea x V.
myrtillus) (the hybrid between Cowberry and Bilberry) reported in a survey by Ken Cavalot a couple of
years earlier: some of these were encountered during the two days.

JoHN HAWKSFORD

BEN VORLICH (LOCH LOMOND), DUMBARTON (v.c.99) & MEALL NA DIGE, WEST
PERTHSHIRE (v.c. 87) 28" & 29" JULY

On the Saturday, the aim was to botanise Ben Vorlich SSSI thoroughly, to renew old records and
perhaps even to gather some new ones. To cover this extensive and rough mountain comprehensively
the group of 14 split up into three smaller groups lead by Gordon Rothero, Clive Dixon and Jim
McIntosh. Whilst one group tackled the steep ground from Loch Sloy Dam directly to the summit,
another started at Inveruglas and climbed slightly less steep ground to the south, and the third began
their day at Ardlui and made their way to the summit via the small hill lochan and returned by the
north-east ridge. '

Few notable species were recorded on the lower ground, with the exception of extensive stands of
Carum verticillotum (Whorled Caraway), along the roadside to Loch Sloy. Within the SSSI, whose
lower boundary follows the 1750-foot (533 m) contour, an excellent combined record card resulted
despite the relatively poor ground. Some 170 species were recorded, including the following notable
species: Carex saxatilis (Russet Sedge), Cerastium alpinum (Alpine Mouse-ear), Epilobium alsini-
JSolium (Chickweed Willowherb), Poa glauca (Glaucous Meadow-grass), Polystichum lonchitis (Holly-
fern), Sibbaldia procumbens (Sibbaldia), Saxifraga nivalis (Alpine Saxifrage) and Tofieldia pusilla
(Scottish Asphodel). With the exception of the relatively widespread Carex saxatilis, most of these
species were restricted to small numbers in a small number of locations around the summit area. A
good selection of birds was also seen including Peregrine, Ptarmigan, Raven and Ring Ouzel.

On the Sunday, we were joined by members of Perthshire Society of Natural Science to explore the
calcareous schist flora of Meall na Dige, 966m, 3km to the east of Stob Binnein. Shortly after leaving
the afforested lower slopes we again split up into smaller groups. Richard Thomas led a group over
Stob Creagach, Clive Dixon another group directly to the summit, whilst Lynne Farrell lead a third
group to the south-west slopes of Ben More, on the west side of the glen. As the day progressed, the
driving drizzle gradually abated and the sun broke out but the continuing gale force wind made hill-
walking (never mind recording!) difficult. Despite this, highlights included records of Botrychium
lunaria (Moonwort), Cerastium alpinum (Alpine Mouse-ear), Draba norvegica (Rock Whitlowgrass),
Juncus biglumis (Two-flowered Rush), J. triglumis (Three-flowered Rush), J. castaneus (Chestnut
Rush), Sagina x normaniana (S. saginoides x S. procumbens) (Scottish Pearlwort) — subsequently
confirmed by Douglas McKean Salix lapponum (Downy Willow), Saussurea alpina (Alpine
Saw-wort) and Sibbaldia procumbens (Sibbaldia) in the vicinity of the summit.
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I would like to thank the landowners for granting access permission and all those who attended this
field trip, especially the group leaders.

Jim McINTOSH

LEEDS (v.c. 64) 4th August

Twenty people met in this disease-free zone at the Armley Mills Industrial Museum car park to walk
along the Leeds and Liverpool canal. First we looked across the River Aire to see one of the fig trees
(Ficus carica) which have been established on the river bank since a now defunct power station
warmed the waters of the river. Seven species of Potamogeton were seen in the canal. It is not easy to
see whether the stipules are tubular or overlapping without a microscope. Nevertheless it was just
about possible to distinguish between P. frichoides (Hairlike Pondweed), P. berchtoldii (Small
Pondweed) and P. pusillus with reasonable certainty. The more attractive Flowering-rush (Butomus
umbellatus) and Arrowhead (Sagittaria sagittifolia) still retained a few flowers. The cherries (Prunus
avium) beside the towpath were delicious. It was possible, thanks to Vince Jones, to compare
Hieracium vagum with H. sabaudum and further along Carex ofrubae (False Fox-sedge) and C.
remota (Remote Sedge) were growing with their offspring C. x pseudoaxillaris. On nearby waste
ground we were greeted by a radiant Sunflower (Helianthus annuus). We could then compare Hoary
Mustard (Hirschfeldia incana) with Black Mustard (Brassica nigra). Tall Rocket (Sisymbrium altis-
simunr) was there too.

After lunch on the museum’s picnic site we moved on, sparing a glance at Kirkstall Abbey en
passant, to Woodside Quarry, a long disused sandstone quarry, where many garden plants have become
established over the years. Mike Wilcox guided us expertly round. His latest find here was Geranium
dalmaticum, possibly new to Britain in a wild situation. Corylus maxima (Filbert), in both green and
purple forms, was in fruit. Mike displayed the characters of ten species of Cotoneaster and several rose
hybrids which had previously been verified. There were native plants there too. The cudweeds (Filago
vulgaris and F. minima) were quite dead! It was quite surprising to see the moorland crowfoot
(Ranunculus omiophyllus) beside a pool at this low altitude.

A few stalwarts then went on to Aberford to see the eastern European knapweeds which have
appeared on the embankments associated with the new M1-Al link road. Centaurea rhenanc (Panicled
Knapweed), C. jacea (Brown Knapweed) and C. x monckionii (C. jacea = C. nigra) (Hybrid
Knapweed) were first noticed a couple of years ago. This year we have C. uniflora subsp. nervosa new
to Britain. By now it was after closing time (for the shops, not the pubs) so into the city centre to see
Calamagrostis argentea which Mike found, new to Britain last year, and this year’s find of Sufera
cordata. Why go abroad for your holidays? Come to sunny Leeds!

PHYL ABBOTT

ARRAN, CLYDE ISLANDS (v.c. 100) 9-3" August

Arran is the largest of the Clyde Islands and the diversity of its rocks makes it a Mecca for geologists,
and is reflected in its scenery and its flora. Eighteen members assembled in Brodick Country Park to
begin a 5-day programme of exploration. Although the Arran hills rise to 875m they are not generally
known for their alpine species and the group spent most of their time along or near the coast.

The first day started at Merkland Wood, formerly part of Brodick Castle policies, now owned
partly by the NTS and partly by the Forestry Commission. Over the years it had become heavily
infested with Rhododendron ponticum (Rhododendron) — indeed, away from the main paths it was
impenetrable and natural regeneration had more or less ceased. A programme of rhododendron
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elimination was under way and the group were interested to see what had actually grown in an area
cleared 11 years ago. There was a thick covering of woodland plants under the shelter of Alnus
glutinosa (Alder), Betula pubescens (Downy Birch) and Salix spp. (Willows), but Tony revealed that in
the early stages 1000 Acer pseudoplatanus (Sycamore) seedlings and some Heracleum
mantegazzianum (Giant Hogweed) had been removed, leading to a general discussion as to what was
meant by ‘natural regeneration’! An adjoining section more recently cleared held an abundance of
exotic conifer seedlings, including Tsuga heterophylla (Western Hemlock-spruce), Pinus contoria
(Lodgepole Pine) and Picea sitchensis (Sitka Spruce), obviously emanating from adjacent plantations.
Some though were from trees originally planted in the policies during the 18th and 19th centuries: these
included Abies alba (European Silver-fir), Pinus sylvestris (Scots Pine) and Quercus petraea (Sessile
Oak).

Twelve species of ferns were noted, including Oreopteris limbosperma (Lemon-scented Fern),
Dryopteris aemula (Hay-scented Fern) and Hymenophyllum tunbrigense (Tunbridge Filmy-fern) the
latter colony formerly extended for some 500m but became considerably reduced and fragmented
following the rhododendron clearance.

A pond, created from an existing marsh held a number of interesting species, among them Carex
paniculata (Greater Tussock-sedge), Equisetum fluviatile (Water Horsetail), Ranunculus lingua
(Greater Spearwort) and Eleocharis palustris (Common Spike-rush).

The afternoon session took us along the Clauchlands shore on the north side of Lamlash Bay. Here
we studied the characteristic zoning of a saltmarsh, beginning at the sea’s edge with Salicornia
europaea (Common Glasswort), Glaux maritima (Sea-milkwort), Spergularia media (Greater
Sea-spurrey), Aster tripolium (Sea Aster), Triglochin maritima (Sea Arrowgrass), Juncus gerardii
(Saltmarsh Rush) and Puccinellioc maritima (Common Saltmarsh-grass): the mid-zone included
Atriplex spp. (Oraches). Oenanthe lachenalii (Parsley Water-dropwort), Tripleurospermum maritimum
(Sea Mayweed), Sonchus arvensis (Perennial Sow-thistle), Berula erecta (Narrow-leaved Water-
parsnip) — the only Arran site; then into tall herbs such as Spargamium emersum (Unbranched
Bur-reed), Oenanthe crocata (Hemlock Water-dropwort), Valeriana officinalis (Common Valerian),
Lythrum salicaria (Purple-loosestrife) and Lycopus europaeus (Gipsywort). The walk continued along
the rocky shore to Clauchlands point to see the colony of Ligusticum scoticum (Scots Lovage) growing
among the boulders.

Friday’s excursion was along the west coast starting with beach and dunes at Blackwaterfoot —
Coincya monensis (Isle of Man Cabbage), Raphanus raphanistrum subsp. maritimus (Sea Radish),
Cakile maritima (Sea Rocket). Rosa pimpinellifolia (Burnet Rose), Atriplex laciniata (Frosted
Orache), and Calystegia soldanella (Sea Bindweed). An area of saltmarsh revealed Sagina maritima
(Sea Pearlwort) and then we undertook a traverse of the narrow path along a ledge at the bottom of the
vertical Drumadoon cliff (quartz porphyry). In the vicinity of the King’s Cave it was appropriate that
we should have our first sighting of Osmunda regalis (Royal Fern) and we also learnt about the
outcrops of a dark glassy rock we were walking over — pitchstone. A sequence of rocky areas and
flushes had the members brushing up on the knowledge of bog species. Parnassia palustris (Grass-of-
Parnassus), Anagallis tenella (Bog Pimpernel), Epilobium parviflorum (Hoary Willowherb), Pedicu-
laris palustris (Marsh Lousewort) didn’t cause too much trouble but one or two reference books were
brought out to deal with Schoenus nigricans (Black Bog-rush), Blysmus rufus (Saltmarsh Flat-sedge),
Eleocharis spp. (Spike-rushes) and Anagallis minima (Chaffweed). We eventually reached Machrie
pond, the former course of Machrie Water, but now cut off from the sea by a shingle bank. There were
at least three Potamogeton spp. in the water together with big colonies of-Bolboschoenus maritimus
(Sea Club-rush), Eleocharis palustris (Common Spike-rush) and Myriophyllum alterniflorum
(Alternate-flowered Water-milfoil) and at the opposite more open end of the pond we could see 50 or
60 plants of Alisma plantago-aquatica (Water-plantain). Round the edge we found Potentilla palustris
(Marsh Cinquefoil) and Salix repens (Creeping Willow). By now it was 1.30pm but the group decided
that after a short visit to the nearby Tea Room they still had the energy for the 5km round trip to the
Machrie Moot Standing Stones, an important archaeological site containing a group of stone circles,
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and hut circles. They were doubly rewarded by the sight of not one but four Hen Harriers quartering
adjacent moorland.

A feature of Arran’s South Coast is the large number of dikes (mostly dolerite) intruding through
the sandstones and marls and running across the shore well into the sea. There are no less than 230 of
them in the 10km between Kildonan and Bennan Head. It is not surprising therefore that the raised
beach cliffs, 100m high in places, hold several plant species which occur rarely, if at all, elsewhere in
Arran. To gain access to these cliffs we walked across two fields, recently reseeded and carrying
numerous agricultural weeds, amongst which we spotted Galeopsis speciosa (Large-flowered Hemp-
nettle) and Stachys arvensis (Field Woundwort), both very rare on the island. Spergula arvensis (Corn
Spurrey) and Persicaria maculosa (Redshank) were there in quantity. At the top of the cliff we passed
a grassy bank with many low-growing plants, amongst them Thymus polytrichus (Wild Thyme), Linum
catharticum (Fairy Flax), Polygala vulgaris (Common Milkwort) and Centaurium erythraea (Common
Century). Descending the track to the shore our eyes had to constantly adjust between the vegetation
on the cliff above, including Carlina vulgaris (Carline Thistle), Anthyllis vulneraria (Kidney Vetch)
and Vicia sylvatica (Wood Vetch), and vegetation at our feet, including Verbascum thapsus (Great
Mullein), Arctium minus (Lesser Burdock), Agrimonia eupatoria (Agrimony), A. procera (Fragrant
Agrimony) and Pulicaria dysenterica (Fleabane). At this point Tony tested the group’s olfactory skills
by asking them to describe the smell of several common plants. Needless to say there was a complete
lack of unanimity, well illustrating the problem botanical editors. have in using smells as a diagnostic
feature. Both down the cliff and on the shore there was a profusion of Docks: Rumex obtusifolius
(Broad-leaved Dock), R. crispus (Curled Dock), R. sanguineus (Wood Dock) and R. conglomeratus
(Clustered Dock). All possible hybrid combinations were feasible, and three were identified very
quickly. R. x pratense, R. x ruhmeri and R. % sagorskii.

Some Equisetum hyemale (Rough Horsetail) was seen growing on a ledge by the top of Leven-
corrach Burn waterfall and the final km back to the main road covered dunes — Erodium cicutarium
(Common Stork’s-bill), Saltmarsh — Isolepis cernua (Slender Club-rush), Bolboschoenus maritimus
(Sea Club-rush) and beach — Ranunculus sceleratus (Celery-leaved Buttercup) and Polygonum
oxyspermum (Ray’s Knotgrass). Again there was a quantity of Afriplex spp.; A. laciniata was easy to
detect but the other species, frequent round most of the Arran coastline, were not all mature enough for
certain determination. Tony suggested that about 85% of the others were 4. glabriuscula (Babington’s
Orache), maybe 10% A. x taschereaui (Taschereau’s Orache), the other 5% being, in declining
frequency. A. x gustafssoniana (Kattegat Orache), A. littoralis (Grass-leaved Orache) and, (at inland
sites), A. patula (Common Orache). He was not convinced he had seen any A. prostrata (Spear-leaved
Orache) (in spite of the Atlas dots!). The grass tally for this 3km walk was 33 species.

Lunch was taken sitting on a dike watching the seals (and a Peregrine) after which our cars took us
a few kilometres west for another section of shore. Below Lenanmhor Farm we inspected a sandstone
cliff bearing a splendid colony of Asplenium marinum (Sea Spleenwort) and a nearby dike was covered
with Geranium somguineum (Bloody Crane’s-bill), Jasione montana (Sheep’s-bit), Hypericum
pulchrum (Slender St John’s-wort) and Pimpinella saxifraga (Burnet-saxifrage) which is rare in Arran.
As it had now begun to rain we hurried on to our main destination — the Mertensia maritima (Oyster-
plant) colonies at Torrylinn. At one time up to 1000 plants could have been counted here, but the
winter storms in 1987 came close to destroying the colonies and in 1988 the count was just 95. Since
then the number has fluctuated, going down to 15 for a couple of years hut now increasing again. On
the present occasion only a few young plants were evident on the east of Torrylinn Water and in order
to see the fully grown plants (up to 2m across) on the opposite bank the intrepid BSBI members
plucked up courage and waded across the 20m wide river! Lynne counted 59 plants in all.

Sunday morning saw us at the north end of the island in quite a different habitat — Glen Catacol,
our only venture into wild country. The boggy wasteland was full of interest, with much Myrica gale
(Bog-myrtle), Narthecium ossifragum (Bog Asphodel), Drosera rotundifolia (Round-leaved Sundew)
and D. longifolia (Great Sundew). Quite a number of intermediates were in evidence and we concluded
that they were D. x obovata rather than D. intermedia. Rhynchospora alba (White Beak-sedge) was
frequently spotted showing up well among the greens and greys but we failed to locate any R. fusca
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(Brown Beak-sedge) discovered by Tony Church in 1998. Moving next up the side of the rocky gully in
Glen Diomhan we had a good view of the two endemic Arran Whitebeams, Sorbus arranensis, and S.
pseudofennica.

It seemed a good idea to descend to the glen bottom again to eat our lunch — unfortunately armies
of midges had exactly the same idea and some members opted for a somewhat mobile meal break.

After recovering our composure in the nearby Lochranza Tea Room we set out for the Newton
shore at the northern tip of the island. The rocky foreshore is mainly schist, as are the cliffs behind, but
the intervening grassy raised beach, although level, is riddled with flushes and other boggy patches and
small pools. We soon came across Hypericum elodes (Marsh St John’s-wort), Pinguicula lusitarica
(Pale Butterwort), Ramunculus flammula (Lesser Spearwort), Eleocharis multicaulis (Many-stalked
Spike-rush), E. quinqueflora (Few-flowered Spike-rush), Potamogeton spp. (Pondweeds) and
Parnassia palustris (Grass-of-Parnassus). Lynne once more demonstrated her ability to locate our
tiniest species by finding Anagallis minima (Chaffweed) growing with Radiola linoides (Allseed).
Immediately afterwards she gave us a dissertation on Hutton’s Unconformity, a section of rock
formation on the Newton shore which changed the course of geological theory. I think the members
were more impressed by a splendid colony of Dryopteris aemula (Hay-scented Buckler-fern) growing
among the Myrica — there was more on the cliffs. From the Fairy Dell we returned over the track at
the top of the cliff, a route intended to give us panoramic views over mountains, sea and lochs but
denied by the rain and low cloud. However, we did find Juncus fenuis (Slender Rush); this was our
tenth Arran rush.

Our final day, Monday, began with a visit to Cnoc-na-Dail Forestry area where the main road
passes between the plantations. Contrary to the general impression, the Forestry Commission have, in
the past, planted a multitude of different species, either for their large-scale timber operations, or in trial
plots, or for amenity purposes. Our plan was to walk round the fringe of the area, never more than 50m
from the road, to see how many we could identify; we found 45! In the first category we were particu-
larly interested in Abies amabilis (American Red Fir), Abies forrestii (Forrest’s Fir) from China, and
Thuja plicata (Western Red-cedar). Two South American Beeches came into the second category,
Nothofagus nervosa (Rauli) and N. obliqua (Roblé), while the most attractive of the ornamentals were
Cotoneaster * watereri (Waterer’s Cotoneaster) and the similar Photinia davidiana (Stranvaesia), both
with clusters of white flowers followed by red berries; Malus baccata (Siberian Crab) and an
ornamental Whitebeam, Sorbus aria ‘Decaisneana’. Our tree safari was enlivened by sight of another
Peregrine.

Our final excursion was a short walk along the path between Brodick Golf Course and the shore.
Here we inspected a large clump of Fallopia x bohemica (F. japonica x F. sachalinensis), some
Rumex % ruhmeri (site of the first Scottish record) and the only Arran occurrence of Arfemisia stelle-
riana (Hoary Mugwort).

Our thanks are due to the NTS for allowing us to use the Lecture Room in their Countryside Centre
for our evening meetings.

ToNy SMITH & LYNNE FARRELL

CASTLEMORTON COMMON, WORCESTERSHIRE (v.c. 37) 11" August

Sixteen members met at the south-west corner of Castlemorton Common, the largest of the surviving
commons to the east of the Malvetn hills. Proceeding northwards along a rough track, we first noted a
small patch of Chamaemelum nobile (Chamomile) growing in nearby grassland before making a short
detour up Swinyards Hill. At a rocky outcrop we looked at some large patches of Pofentilla neuman-
niana (Spring Cinquefoil): fortunately a few plants were still in flower. Helianthemum nummularium
(Common Rock-rose), Filago minima (Small Cudweed), Carex pilulifera (Pill Sedge) and Rosa
micrantha (Small-flowered Sweet-briar) were also seen from this site. Shortly after Rosa obtusifolia
(Round-leaved Dog-rose) was located in a scrubby hedgerow and two common hybrids of the district;
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Rosa x dumetorum (R. canina % R.obtusifolia) and R. x verticillacantha (R. arvensis X R. canina).
Moving easterly onto the lower part of the common we found Rumex pulcher (Fiddle Dock), long past
flowering, and in a nearby hedge Rosa rubiginosa (Sweet-briar) growing alongside Rhamnus
cathartica (Buckthorn).

Populus nigra subsp. betulifolia (Black Poplar) is widespread on the common and immediately
after lunch a particularly fine specimen was observed. A large free-standing bush of Rosa stylosa
(Short-styled Field-rose) was studied closely and was of particular interest to the northern members,
and all were fortunate to see an example of the very rare hybrid Rosa obtusifolia x R. stylosa.
Oenanthe lachenalii (Parsley Water-dropwort) was found scattered over a large area of grassland and
a further large patch of Chamaemelum nobile was discovered: this species having benefited from the
lack of grazing (following the recent foot-and-mouth restrictions) was flourishing in several places
across the common for the first time in many years. Arriving at a small dried up winter pool we
searched in vain for Persicaria minor (Small Water-pepper). However, whilst looking at some very
small specimens of Centaurium pulchellum (Lesser Centaury), Wendy McCarthy and Claire Kitchen
caught sight of Anagallis minima (Chaffweed), a reward indeed, as this was the first v.c. 37 record
since the 1830s. Lythrum portula (Water-purslane) and Veronica scutellata (Marsh Speedwell) were
also seen at this spot. After some careful searching on a grassy bank above a stream, two plants of
Bupleurum tenuissimum (Slender Hare’s-ear) were located, very difficult to detect in the long grass:
this species has survived at a few Malvern sites since first being discovered in 1834.

On our way back, in a marshy area in the central part of the common, Apium inundatum (Lesser
Marshwort) was frequent in the wetter parts, and a few plants of both Isolepis setacea (Bristle Club-
rush) and Eleocharis quinqueflora (Few-flowered Spike-rush) were scattered about, but we failed to
find E. uniglumis (Slender Spike-rush). A few species of Carex (Sedge) were recorded, including
C. distans (Distant Sedge), and Graeme Kay determined one specimen as the hybrid Carex x fulva
(C. hostiana x C. viridula), later confirmed by Arthur Chater, a new vice-county record. Later the
party drove off to the north-east corner of the common to see Spiranthes spiralis (Autumn Lady’s-
tresses) and then to the last destination at Malvern Common to look at a single bush of the rare Rosa
agrestis (Small-leaved Sweet-briar).

ROGER MASKEW
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BSBI EXCURSION TO SICILY 17™ - 315T MAY 2001

All participants met at Heathrow in time to catch the morning flight to Catania changing in Rome. The party
included past stalwarts of foreign botanical trips, BSBI officers and vice-county recorders and several with more
than just a passing interest in geology. Most had far greater experience and a much greater knowledge of
Mediterranean botany then the leader, Richard Pryce! The group comprised Phil Abbot, Paul Bartlett. Olive
Chamberlin, John Edelsten, Trevor Evans, Lynne Farrell, Ann Fritchley, Margot Godfrey, Dick and Joan Gutte-
ridge, Graeme Kay, Margaret Lindop, John and Ann Mason, John Presland and Peter and Steph Thomson.

We arrived at Catania Airport in the late afternoon of 17" May and were met by Roberto Caudullo, the local
guide. Having been installed in the big green *Sea Bus”, which was to be our main mode of transport for the next
two weeks, we transferred to Milazzo in the north-eastern corner of the island in the charge of our driver Angelo.
with Etna looming in the haze to the west as we sped along the autostrade. The road construction was amazing.
going through several tunnels and emerging immediately onto high bridges over deep valleys. Many roads were
beautifully lined with bougainvilleas. Dinner at the hotel included champagne and lemon cake to celebrate the
leader’s birthday and at the height of the revelry, Roberto told us that we would be embarking on the hydrofoil
for Stromboli at 6am the following morning!

After a quick breakfast, we were taken in the coach to the harbour where we were joined by Jane Croft who
was to accompany us to Stromboli. We caught the hydrofoil with only seconds to spare and arrived in Stromboli
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at 7am. As there are no cars on the island, our luggage was transported by ‘Ape’, a sort of motorised wheelbar-
row!, but we had to walk the mile or so to the hotel, botanising on the way, and then into the main square for
breakfast. The main part of the day was spent walking and botanising along the narrow main road, which, at the
edge of the village, turned into a twisting path that climbed steadily to a cafe at the old observatory: a great
reviver, as it was exhaustingly hot. We sat for about two hours watching puffs of smoke arise from the summit
every ten minutes or so accompanied by occasional rumbles. Our drinks had attracted layers of volcanic dust
before we could finish them! The downward walk was more leisurely and time was spent examining the flora.
Roberto pointed out endemics including Centaurea aeolica and Daucus foliosus and other plants of interest
including Genista tyrrhena, Daucus carota (Wild Carrot) and Polypodium cambricum (Welsh Polypody).

At the hotel we were able to recover ready for the walk back to the quay for a boat trip around the island.
This was preceded by the usual Sicilian chaos as to which boat we were to board, how many other parties were
already on it and the availability of the food! We eventually had our evening-meal on board which comprised (the
ubiquitous) pasta, local wine, sesame buns and a sweet wine. The boat stopped for about two hours as we
watched the eruptions in the dark. One very good one with a big fountain of fire left glowing lava below for about
a minute. Each eruption was greeted by a cheer from those on the boat and a multitude of flashes from the
cameras of people who had climbed the mountain for a grandstand view. We walked back to the hotel in the dark
at about midnight, stumbling in the light of one or two torches. It was still very hot and we had the added worry
of having to get up early to catch the 7am hydrofoil the following Jnorning!

Up carly again on 19" May, in time to walk the mile to the quay and catch the hydrofoil back to Milazzo.
Due to a shortage of boats, we had the added interest of going via other Aeolian islands and having to change in
Lipari where we passed the large pumice quarries which dominate the island. Reunited with the coach, we
travelled down the east coast to the Ibleian region to visit the Anapo River Valley Nature Reserve which included
limestone cliffs and riparian habitats wooded with Quercus cerris (Turkey Oak) and Salix pedicellata, which
were easily accessible by walking along a former railway line. The coach was air-conditioned and very cool, so
getting out into 34°C was a major shock but two old railway tunnels en route were welcome cool spotst On the
walk we noted over seventy species including Calendula suffruticosa, Selaginella denticulata, Pallenis spinosa,
Scabiosa maritima, Rhamnus alaternus (Mediterranean Buckthorn), Dianthus rupicola, Sedum caeruleum,
Ampelodesmos mauritanicus, Aristolochia sempervirens, Carex holleriana and Adiantum capillus-veneris
(Maidenhair Fern). Cleopatra butterflies were very attractive as were many lizards; we saw a Hoopoe and Night-
ingales were singing. At the far end of the valley, another regional endemic, the prostrate nettle, Urtica rupestris,
was a very aesthetic reward and growing in the damp ground nearby were Equisetum ramosissimum (Branched
Horsetail), £. felmateia (Great Horsetail) and Lemna minor (Common Duckweed)! There was also a very fine
tree of Platanus orientalis (Oriental Plane), a rather rare species in the area. The river here is the only potable
one in Sicily, so we drank and filled our water bottles with the cool, clear water.

Back on the coach, we continued to Noto Marina south of Siracusa, nearly getting stuck in one small town.
The roads are very narrow, not meant for coaches, and every town and village presented its own problems of
passage. The hotel was very big and full of very noisy school children who did not quieten-down until after 2am!

The following day (20" May) we first had to buy provisions for lunch, except that the only shop open on a
Sunday was too small to quickly cope with our needs. This, coupled with a fiesta in nearby Noto, and.the
hundreds of associated coaches, ensured that our progress was very slow. We eventually arrived at the Vendicari
Nature Reserve which includes saline lagoons and large arcas of saltmarsh, sand dunes, intertidal rock platforms
(into which the Romans had excavated salt pans), exposed rock-pavements and machair. It is notified as a Site of
International Wetland Importance under the Ramsar Convention. Here we had our first encounter with the Sicily
information leaflet phenomenon: the reserves appear to have plenty of leaflets to hand-out but never enough to
give one each to coach parties, so they ration them! However, the day turned out to be pleasantly relaxed, as the
planned boat trip to Cabo Passero Island, though only about 300m offshore, was cancelled due to rough seas!
Hence we spent all day exploring the main part of the reserve. Species of the saltmarsh and saline wetlands
included Limonium syracusanum (endemic to the region), L. serofinium, Salicornia syracusanum, Salicornia
glauca, Halimione sp., Suaeda vera (Shrubby Sea-blite), Plantago crassifolia, P. coronopus (Buck’s-horn
Plantain), Ruppia spiralis, Juncus maritimus (Sea Rush), Schoenus nigricans (Black Bog-rush), Arundo donax,
Carex extensa (Long-bracted Sedge), C. orrubae (False Fox-sedge) and C. acutiformis (Lesser Pond-sedge). On
the exposed rock pavements we noted Chamaerops humilis, the only palm native in Europe, Juniperus oxycedrus
subsp. macrocarpa, Thymelaea hirsuta, Hypericum Iriquetrifolium, Echium italicum (Pale Bugloss),
Delphinium peregrinium and a plethora of tiny rock-hugging species such as Sedum hispanicum (Spanish Stone-
crop), Mesembryanthemum nodiflorum, Evax pygmaea, Fuphorbia peplis (Purple Spurge) and Frankenia laevis
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(Sea-heath). Posidonia oceanica ‘balls’ were abundant along the strand-line and in the rock-pools. This species
is a marine phanerogam endemic to the Mediterrancan.

The next morning, after another disturbed night, we travelled west along the south coast passing kilometre
after kilometre of polythene tunnels in which were growing aubergines, tomatoes, melons, etc. But before that, we
bought food in Modica, where we had just enough time to view some of the mediaeval architecture including the
very impressive church. The heat caused us to pop into bars for gelato[s] (ice-creams) or granita[s] (sorbets) at
the least prompting. We lunched among the polytunnels in blistering heat about 0.8km from the sea where some
were lucky enough to find Otanthus maritimus (Cottonweed) on the beach.

We arrived in Agrigento just in time for our 4pm appointment with a local guide, Claudio, who was to show
us around the Valley of Temples, which is actually on a hill top! Some of the ancient Roman temples to Hera,
Zeus, Hercules, etc., are remarkably well preserved and they must have been even more spectacular when
encased in ‘marble’. Claudio was obviously not well used to parties who paid just as much interest to the plants
as to the ruins but was very patient! Acanthus spinosus (Spiny Bear’s-breech) was fittingly growing especially
well here, as it was widely used as an architectural decoration by the Romans. After we were dismissed by
Claudio we were let loose to explore the newly restored garden originally created by Alex Hardcastle, the British
archacologist who researched much of the Temples site.

We arrived back at the coach before the threatening thunder clouds broke, but got wet unloading into the
hotel which was new, in pseudo-Moorish style and very nice.

A 9am start (22" May) saw us heading north towards the Madonie Mountains Natural Park south of Cefalu,
pausing at a very floriferous roadside field and verge, a ten-minute stop which kept us busy for over an hour!
With so much travelling over the past few days, people were glad to be able to get out and look at some new
plants. There was an abundance of poppies, legumes, mallows, composites, etc., including Papaver rhoeas
(Common Poppy), P. hybridum (Rough Poppy), Biscutella didyma, Vicia villosa (Fodder Vetch), Trifolium
angustifolium (Narrow Clover), T. stellatum (Starry Clover), T. tomentosum (Woolly Clover), Melilotus indicus
(Small Melilot), Medicago orbicularis (Button Medick), Hedisarum coronarium, Lathyrus odoratus (Sweet
Pea), Scolymus hispanicus (Golden Thistle), Orobanche ramosa (Hemp Broomrape), Echium plantagineum
(Purple Viper’s-bugloss), E. italicum, Linum strictum, Malva neglecta (Dwarf Mallow), Althaea hirsuta (Rough
Marsh-mallow), Lavatera cretica (Smaller Tree-mallow), Aegilops geniculata, Cerinthe major (Greater Honey-
wort), Centaurea solstitialis (Yellow Star-thistle), Gladiolus italicus, Anisantha madritensis (Compact Brome),
Vulpia ciliata (Bearded Fescue), Ampelodesmus mauritanicus and Cynosurus echinatus (Rough Dog’s-tail).

The Madonie Park is very mountainous and is very varied botanically and very spectacular scenically. The
mountains are predominantly made up of a Mesozoic succession of limestones and dolomites but there are also
Cenozoic quartz-arenities and brown shales locally. The area is often referred to as the ‘Southern Dolomites’.
Our first stop was at Polizzi, a village where Roberto gave us a short introductory lecture overlooking Monte
Quacella, where he described both the geological setting and botanical highlights. The landscape is varied and
still largely unspoilt, with the presence of large woodland areas, including those dominated by Fagus sylvatica
(Beech), Quercus ilex (Evergreen Oak), Q. suber (Cork Oak), Q. pubescens (Downy Qak) and Q. petraea
(Sessile Oak). We were also able to buy the day’s picnic here together with the obligatory gelatos and granitas.

We continued on to Portella Mandarini where orchids were in abundance. Orchis papillionacea (Pink
Butterfly-orchid), O. laxiflora (Loose-flowered Orchid), O. quadripunctata (Four-spotted Orchid), O. morio
(Green-winged Orchid) O. tridentata, Dactylorhiza fuchsii (Common Spotted-orchid), Aceras anthropophorum
(Man Orchid), Serapias vomeracea subsp. vomeracea, Ophrys lutea (Yellow Bee-orchid) and Himantoglossum
hircinum (Lizard Orchid) were all seen in fine condition, whilst the yellow Genista cupanii and the red-tinged G.
-aaristata were also very impressive, the former endemic to the Madonie Mountains and the latter to Sicily as a
whole. Many other species were seen but we were hampered in our determinations by the lack of comprehensive
reference books, as no one book seemed to completely cover the Sicilian Flora. The abundant butterflies included
Black-veined White, Spotted Fritillary and several blues. Further along the road we stopped to look at Paeonia
mascula (Peony), but the plants were already well in fruit. We eventually arrived at the Piano Torre Hotel: a very
peaceful place with all facilities, perched high up in the valley above Isnello, with impressive views. Piano seems
to denote a flat area in between the hills and also a floor in a hotel as well as meaning quiet!

The cocl of the mountains provided a welcome break from the searing heat of the coast a few days before.
afthough our visit to Monte Quacella on the 23™ May. was still too hot! Monte Quacella is a limestone area with
a very diverse flora including several endemics Alyssum nebrodensis, Astragacantha nebrodensis. Genista
cupanii, Helianthemum nebrodense, Helickrysum nebrodense, Jurinea bocconei, Linum punctatum and
Sideritis sicula. Orchids included most of those seen the previous day but additionally Cephalanthera
damasonium (White Helleborine), Neotinea intacta. Ophrys fusca, O. lacaitae. O. tenthredinifera and Orchis
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brancifortii. Other species of interest included Acinos alpinus subsp. nebrodenis, Asphodeline lutea,
Carduncellus pinnatum, Daphne oleoides, Edraianthus graminifolius subsp. sicula, Euphorbia rigida, Evax
pygmaea, Helianthemum nummularium (Common Rockrose), H. cinereum, H. oelandicum (Hoary Rockrose),
H. halimifolium, Onosma canescens, Ornithogalum comosum, Orobanche ramosa, Rumex bucephalophorus
(Horned Dock) and Tragopogon hybridus (Slender Salsify). Butterflies were again in great abundance and
several Alpine Choughs were seen flying around the saw-tooth ridge top.

After lunch, Roberto invited those who wished, to undertake a 2-3km round walk to see some of the
remaining endemic Abies nebrodensis trees, only twenty-five of which survive, and only here at Monte Quacelia.
It turned out that he is notorious for underestimating distances: it was a long, very hot slog of at least 8km but
rewarding in the end. At a junction in the track, there was even a signpost to the trees! (0.5km it said!). We
passed several new (to us) species on the way including Viola nebrodensis (a regional endemic), Arenaria
grandiflora subsp. grandiflora, Aristolochia pallida, Armeria nebrodensis, Cyclamen hederifolium
(Cyclamen), C. repandum (Spring Sowbread), Limodorum abortivum and Ornithogalum montanum. The
promised freshwater spring in the woodland was too sluggish to trust, but we found a good alternative, spouting
volumes of cold water, further down.

After breakfast on 24" May, we made a short visit in hot sunshine to Isnello, the small town lower down the
valley, for shopping, gelatos, granitas, etc., where several of the group were captivated by the 3m long cucumbers
for sale on some vegetable stalls! Excellent free maps were available in the Tourist Information Office but
outside, large, menacing, black and yellow flying insects were very active having made their nest under an
ornamental planter on the pavement!

Piano Della Battaglietta, a large bowl-shaped sink-hole in the dolomitic limestone, was our next stop. The
small areas of wetland vegetation in the bottom included several halophytic species suggesting a relatively high
degree of salt-content in the water. With the weather becoming increasingly threatening, with lowering black
clouds and rumbles of thunder, many of the party stayed on the coach in anticipation and, predictably, those who
did venture out, were caught and soaked by the violent storm which soon struck. Those with newfangled fabric
boots had wet feet for the following two days! But it was all worth it as we saw species not present at any other
site visited during the fortnight. Species recorded included Astragalus cf. alpinus, Cachrys ferulacea, Dryopteris
submontana (Rigid Buckler-fern), Eleocharis palustris (Common Spike-rush), Erysimum bonnanianum,
Euphorbia myrsinites (Broad-leaved Glaucous-spurge), Juncus gerardii (Saltmarsh Rush), Muscari ramosum,
Ranunculus lateriflorus, Saxifraga granulata (Meadow Saxifrage) and Valeriana tuberosa. On the return to the
hotel, a short roadside stop was made near Piano Zucchi where several additional species were seen including
broomrapes and Sifere italica (Italian Catchfly).

Before leaving the Piano Torre Hotel the next morning, a brief look at the nearby beech forest yielded several
orchids including Cephalanthera damasonium, Himantoglossum hircinum, Neottia nidus-avis (Bird’s-nest
Orchid) and Orchis commutatum together with Aetheonima saxatilis, Anemone sylvestris (Snowdrop Anemone),
Astragalus monspeliensis, Berberis aetnensis, Daphne laureola (Spurge-laurel) and Ruscus aculeatus
(Butcher ‘s-broom)

The long transfer to Etna took us first down to Cefalu with an ancient castle perched on a huge rock, then
east along the north coast. In one town every shop had rows of very colourful pottery on display, but it was
impossible to find a place to park the bus. Vultures were seen circling over the sea. We turned south after a short
diversion to avoid a landslide, to travel through the Nebrodi Mountains via Cesaro. The Nebrodi landscape is
characterised by woodlands of Fagus sylvatica, Quercus cerris and Q. suber, whilst Q. ilex and Q. pubescens
woodland is rare. However, considerable degradation of the vegetation communities has been caused by excessive
grazing, which has favoured the growth of herbaceous vegetation at the expense of the woodland. Indeed, ‘wild’
black pigs accompanied us during our short lunch stop where several Himantoglossum hircinum plants were
growing on the roadside. Another short stop was made to examine the riparian Fagus woodland of the Torrente
Torti II, a verdant stream valley very reminiscent of many in Wales, with Athyrium filix-femina (Lady-fern),
Polystichum setiferum (Soft Shield-fern), flex aquifolium (Holly) and Carex remota (Remote Sedge) frequent on
the stream banks! However, more exotic species included Allium pendulinum (Italian Garlic), Cyelamen
repandum and Primula acaulis.

We continued on through Randazzo, skirting the northern and eastern slopes of Mount Etna eventually
arriving at the Hotel Airone perched high over Zafferana which sprawled over the slopes below. The accommo-
dation was good and the staff friendly and helpful. The local geological map shows all the lava flows with their
dates and the hotel is built on the 1792 flow. In the past the lava has overwhelmed parts of Catania which is
about 30km from the main craters. The whole mountain is ringed by smaller craters, the result of lesser eruptions,
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but it was one of these which caused the devastation of Catania. The walls and woodland in the vicinity of the
hotel had lots of interesting plants for evening or morning strolls.

After breakfast on 26® May, we returned to the northern slopes of Etna to Piano Provenzana from where
four-wheel drive mini-buses take tourists to view the craters. We, however, botanised on some ancient lava flows
and pyroclastic materials, viewed two old vents and even bad a few minutes to buy postcards and souvenirs.
Roberto told us that it takes about ten years before lichens begin to colonise the new lava, then other plants
slowly follow, including Cerastium tomentosum var. aetneum (a local variety of Snow-in-Summer) which is
conspicuous from quite a distance as it forms big white patches, together with Senecio squalidus var. glaber and
S. squalidus var. aemensis (local varieties of Oxford Ragwort), Isatis tinctoria var. canescens (Woad), Rumex
scutatus . aetmensis (a local variety of French Sorrel) and Centranthus ruber (Red Valerian). Other pioneer
species like Astragalacantha sicula have very long, tough taproots which hold them in the loose larva and also
help stabilise the slope. Viola aethnensis was a very attractive endemic which forms patches of purple flowers in
clearings in the Pinus nigra subsp. laricio (Corsican Pine) woodland and on roadsides. Other species seen
included Anthemis aetnensis, Berberis aetnensis, Cephalanthera longifolia (Narrow-leaved Helleborine).
Juniperus communis subsp. hemisphaerica (a local subsp. of Juniper), Poa violacea subsp. aetnensis, Robertia
taraxacoides, Scleranthus aetnensis and Scleranthus perennis subsp. vulcanicus (a local ssp. of Perennial
Knawel).

We arrived at Castagno dei 100 Cavalli for our oenogastronomic lunch. The site is a great tourist attraction
where a huge Castanea sativa (Sweet Chestnut) tree grows, which over the centuries has died in the centre and
now appears to be six or more separate trees arranged in a circle. Tradition has it that a princess slept under it
with room for her hundred cavaliers and horses to surround her. The lunch was very good comprising a variety of
local delicacies and was followed by an opportunity to inspect the local craft and produce stalls set out in the
square including honey, sweets, liqueurs and, unexpectedly, free CD ROMs advertising the area’s attractions to
tourists!

The afternoon was spent at Piano dell’Acqua where the 1991-1993 lava flow had stopped about 1m from a
house — a minor tourist attraction! We were immediately accosted by a honey seller and guide, but Roberto was
on home ground and held him off! The arrival of another coach load helped! Roberto reminisced that even
standing 5m from the lava, it felt as though your clothing was about to burst into flames. The lava surface was
very jagged and bubbly and is called a-a lava by the Hawaians as it hurts to walk on it with bare feet. The red-hot
lava that flows down through tubes inside the main flow, loses the gases and is much smoother where exposed.
The new lava was becoming colonised by lichens including grey Stereocaulon vesuvianum and the bright orange
Xanthorina cf. parietina together with the moss Campylopus introflexus and a few higher plants such as
Centranthus ruber and Rumex scutatus f. aetnensis. The original vegetation which had not been overwhelmed
remained luxuriant right up to the edge of the new lava and included Spartium junceum (Spanish Broom).
Genista aetnensis (the endemic Etnean Broom), Ornithopus compressus (Yellow Serradella). Parentucellia
viscosa (Yellow Bartsia), Campanula dichotoma, Paronychia argentea, Knautia integrifolia. Carlina nebro-
densis, Trachynia distachya, Anisantha tectorum (Drooping Brome) and Cynosurus echinatus. Boundary walls
built of lava-bombs and fragments were colonised by fems including Ceterach officinarum (Rustyback). .
Asplenium trichomanes (Maidenhair Spleenwort), A. adiantum-nigrum (Black Spleenwort) and Polvpodium
cambricum and also Geranium robertianum (Herb-Robert), G. lucidum (Shining Crane’s-bill), G. rotundifolium
(Round-leaved Crane’s-bill) and Parietaria judaica (Pellitory-of-the-wall).

After evening dinner we drove to a spot with a good view up to the north-east side of the crater where. in
pitch darkness, from a distance of several kilometres, we could view the glowing molten lava on the slope of the
crater. The view was quite spectacular especially through binoculars. Finally we went into Zafferana to sample
the nightlife, where the young men and women line up on opposite sides of the town square and eye each other up
in ritualised flirting. We went into a bar and ordered hot chocolate which turned out more like warm blancmange
but still preferable to a late-night dose of espresso coffee!

First stop on 27" May was to be shown a lava tree at Pietra Cannone. Roberto explained that a tree had been
engulfed by the lava but had remained intact long enough for the lava to have solidified around it before the wood
was burned away (or destroyed by time). The result is a hollow tube which may even have the impression of the
bark on its inner side. On the way to the next site a short roadside stop was made to photograph masses of
Orobanche rapum-genistae (Greater Broomrape) parasitising the endemic broom. Rumex pulcher (Fiddle Dock)
was noted, in addition to the other characteristic docks already mentioned, and Lepidoptera included Holly Blue
and Forrester Moth. ' ‘

We had our picnic in the woodland by the Grotta dei ladri in the Piano Delle Donne area which is an old lava
tube. Molten lava flowed for some time inside an already solidified lava flow leaving an elongated cave which.




76 Report of Overseas Field Meeting — 2001

after cooling, had been used in the past variously as a bandit’s hide-out and as an icehouse (to store winter ice for
summer use). Here we donned hard-hats and Roberto produced an acetylene lamp in order to show us the flow-
structures within the cave. The woodland is dominated by the endemic Betula aetnensis (Etnean Birch) which has
stunningly-beautiful white bark. Other species noted included Quercus pubescens, Juniperus communis subsp.
hemisphaerica, Pinus nigra subsp. laricio, locally abundant Pteridium aquilinum (Bracken), Adenocarpus
complicatus subsp. commutatus, Achillea ligustica (Southern Yarrow), Tanacetum siculum, and Cephalanthera
longifolia.

The final scheduled stop of the day was to walk up the valley of the Torrente Lavico Sciambro, a seasonal
mountain stream, dry in summer after-the snows have melted, which has eroded the lava to a smooth surface with
pot-holes and other similar fluviatile features. Roberto introduced the site as the ‘Bonsai Forest” where numerous
mature Pinus nigra subsp. laricio grew to only a metre or two high in cracks in the rocky substrate. Other
species seen included Erysimum bonnanianum, Astragalacantha sicula, Chamerion angustifolium (Roscbay
Willowherb), Scrophularia canina (French Figwort), Tanacetum siculum and Secale sicula.

As there was a little time to spare on our return to the hotel, we asked Angelo to drive us further up the slope
in order to explore, more fully, the 1792 flow. Here the lava was partially vegetated with broom and the charac-
teristic species we had seen previously but we also recorded Asphodelus microcarpus, Campanula erinus,
Carlina nebrodensis, Clematis flammula (Virgin's-bower), Crupina crupinastrum, Erodium acaule, Galium
parisiense (Wall Bedstraw), Lupinus angustifolius (Narrow-leaved Lupin), Polyspermum tetraphyllum, Sedum
crassuliflorum, S. rubens, Silene colorata and Verbascum thapsus (Great Mullein). Walking back to the hotel
we entered an area of mature chestnut-dominated woodland established on an older flow. Rubus ulmifolius (a
bramble), Hedera helix (Ivy) and Pteridium aquilinum were abundant but locally the ground flora was very rich
and included Aristolochia rotunda (Smearwort), Carex distachya, Cephalanthera rubra (Red Helleborine),
Coronilla cf. emerus, Doronicum orientale, Epipactis microphylla, Lathyrus cf. sylvestris, Muscari comosum
(Tassel Hyacinth), Orchis commutatus, Satureja calamintha and Silene noctiflora (Night-flowering Catchfly).

Although we had already stayed on the slopes of Etna for a couple of days, we had still not seen the summit
due to a constant veil of cloud and haze. But, at last, on 28® May, the air cleared in time for our excursion to the
Valle del Bove, high above the south-castern slopes of Etna. We were presented with impressive views of the
smoking summit en route and cries of ‘Photo stop!” echoed around the coach. We walked up the track to Schiena
Dell"asino and eventually were able to perch on the rim of the huge valley (it consisted of several coalescing
caldera collapses) into which much of the lava flows, and has partly filled. The weather was hot but windy and
although no new species were seen, good patches of Viola aetnensis were present on the trackside and habitat
photos of Cerastium tomentosum var. aetneum, Anthemis aetnensis, Robertia taraxacoides and Rumex scutatus
f. aetnensis were possible with the lava-filled valley beyond. The opportunity was also taken to take the group
photo (see p. 42).

We had a pleasant, though crowded lunch at the high touristic rifugio of Monti Silvestri where a spatter cone,
one of many scattered round about, was easily inspected (in company with hundreds of other tourists doing the
obligatory circular walk around the small crater). This was a fine place to study the terrible quality of tacky
souvenirs including Black Madonas with blue glitter, blow-up Etnas, etc. Since our visit, this spot has been much
modified by the July eruption which left its own personal souvenirs! After lunch we returned downhill, the road
winding over the 1983 flow, which is still barren with curious pockets of trees that survived and an engulfed
house with only the roof visible.

Roberto was searching for an area where Genisia aetnensis was in full flower but we were a week or so too
early to see the slopes covered in yellow blossom. However, an area of wasteland on the lower, south-facing
slopes on the outskirts of Nicolosi provided a few obliging bushes which stimulated weary botanists to disembark
from the coach. The area proved to be surprisingly species-rich and included several species we had not seen
before. Plants recorded included Chenopodium botrys (Sticky Goosefoot), Echium grandiflorum, Heliotropium
europaeum (European Turnsole), Jasione montana (Sheep’s-bit), Petrorhagia prolifera (Proliferous Pink),
Sedum tenuifolium, Senecio cineraria var. ambiguus (Silver Ragwort), Senecio squalidus var. chrysanthemifo-
lius, Silene conica (Sand Catchfly), Stipa capensis (Mediterranean Needle-grass) and Teucrium flavum subsp.
Sfevum.

Evening dinner saw birthday celebration number two, combining that of Ann Fritchley with that of Lorena,
one of the hotel receptionists.

May 29" was a free day when most of the party were taken in the coach to Taomina, a tourist hot-spot on the
east coast. Several of the group took taxis up to Castelmola, a small village with a ruined castle above it, which
perches high over the town. After the usual granitas we visited the castle with great views to Etna and the coast,
then walked along a narrow path, down the cliff-face, back to the town having good views of a Swallowtail
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butterfly on the way. There were many tourists and stalls, but Taormina is an attractive old town with narrow
streets and many churches and an ancient Greek theatre. At one spot the main street opens up into a square w1th a
huge drop down to the sea on one side.

It had been another very hot day, ending with the celebration of Ann Mason’s birthday: celebration number
three. Later we walked about 1km down the road from the hotel for more molten lava viewing.

The final day (30" May) began at the Worldwide Fund for Nature’s Reserve at Fiume Fiumefreddo. Cold
water emerges from under the mountain and has become dammed behind the coastal sand-bar, forming a very
luxuriant marshland area. Again, not enough leaflets, but Roberto was able to give a brief introduction by
reference to the displays in the interpretative centre. Cyperus papyrus subsp. siculus (Papyrus) and Arundo
donax formed dense beds and grew in company with many familiar British plants but which were generally of far
greater stature than we were used to: Apium nodiflorum (Fool’s-water-cress), Callitriche stagnalis (Common
Water-starwort), Calystegia sepium (Hedge Bindweed), Carex acutiformis, C. distans (Distant Sedge), C.
otrubae, Cyperus longus (Galingale), Epilobium hirsutum (Great Willowherb), Eupatorium cannabinum
(Hemp-agrimony), Galium aparine (Cleavers), Holcus lanatus (Yorkshire-fog), Mentha aquatica (Water Mint),
Pulicaria dysenterica (Common Fleabane), Stachys cf. palustris (Marsh Woundwort), Urtica dioica (Common
Nettle) and Veronica anagallis-aquatica (Blue Water- speedwell). We also saw Turtle Doves, Cetti’s Warbler
and numerous frogs. From the marsh we walked out on to the beach where pioneer strand-line species included
Papaver rhoeas, Medicago marina (Sea Medick), Trifolium maritimum and Polygonum maritimum (Sea
Knotgrass).

The final treat was an oenogastronomic lunch at an old winery nearby, one of the best meals we had, with
plenty of mixed hors d’ocuvre. The sweet was an Arab dish of fresh orange with onion — an acquired taste! Then
to the airport via central Catania which is very baroque in parts. The flight back was smooth with a good view of
Stromboli as we flew over, and also the Bay of Naples with Vesuvius beyond.

This excursion would never have been possible without the vast amount of time and research put in by
Roberto over the preceding twelve months. His own knowledge of Sicily must have been considerably augmented
by this botanical study, and his quest for selecting suitable hotels by trying them out beforehand, certainly
paid-off! We convey our grateful thanks to him for all his effort. These thanks must also be extended to Kath
Cottingham who carried out all the behind-the-scenes administration work, communications and financial details
in Britain, without the reward of accompanying the party on the trip.

The Exhibition Meeting in London provided the chance for an informal reunion when RDP exhibited a poster
and slides and several of the party were in attendance. Roberto was also able to make a flying visit, arriving
from Sicily the evening before, especially to be present.

It is intended to post full lists of species recorded at each site on the BSBI web site in due course.

GRrAEME Kay, 4 Geneva Road, Bramhall, Stockport, Cheshire, SK7 3HT
RicHARD PrycE, Trevethin, School Road, Pwll, Llanelli, Dyfed, SA15 4AL

‘EVERYBODY BACK ON THE BUSY!’

This BSBI itinerary is an ABC of Sicily, Sunday’s oenogastronomic tasting’s off — sorry!
starting with the Aeolian Isles, So we picnic at windswept Vendicari.
ending at Zafferana after many miles. Rough seas cancel our planned boat trip
On paper a saintly bunch we sound but Lynne’s feet still get their ceremonial dip.
but Peter, Paul, Johns and Joan are found There’s Limonium, Posidonia, Silene and tuna
in company permixtum, vulgaris, sordidum, barbata, | and we return to the Sea Bus later, not sooner.
gracilis, humilis, hirsuta, elongata . . . Hot, hot night, then Modica, a cultural stop,
Roberto’s kilometres like manna expand: for Sicilian baroque, and a hidden food shop.
Paul’s are measured upwards, to the highest land. Lunch by the sea is an illusion at most.
Stromboli shoots up too, flames in the night. We ask for native plants: we get the polytunnel coast!
then the boat brings us back to the heat and the light Tomatoes, aubergines, so much to see,
of Anapo Valley, Helichrysum, nightingales, but Trevor fears we’ll all have DVT.*
far from the flora of Scotland or Wales. Vineyards ahead, then temples galore
After fennel, Orobanche, Cleopatras and more at Agrigento on the hill; Claudio’s lecture at four.
we rest at Club Helios by Ionian shore. Peristyles and gorgons take our minds off flowers
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but Acanthus is everywhere, and a garden is ours,
thanks to Alex Hardcastle, to enjoy and explore.
This was his Golden Villa of yore.

Central Sicily next. Picea and poppies halt the bus.
This is the kind of botany for us!
Limestone and orchids, Eryngium, broomrape,
thyme, butterflies, Prunella — a rich landscape.
Cries of ‘Let’s put names to thistle and clover.”
Richard, beware: Lynne’s taking over!
Piano Torre Park Hotel (pasta masters here too).
Next day, on broad hillsides under sky so blue,
Edraianthus, Jurinea, a relict Abies or three,
then back to Geraldton wax and the shirt/sock tree.
Steph, Peter, Graeme, etc. and Lynne
say ‘No’ to pork again and again.
Isnello, shoe repairs and Information
opposite the service station.
Roadworks, ‘homets’, and an old castle.
We buy fruit in the main square — lots of hassle.
Margot would like one orange, not one kilo.
Olive must only look — no can feel-o.
Take shopping back; Lynne talks John E round
to the right side of the fence, safe and sound.
Up to sheepy Battaglietta, then thunderstorm!
Some of us sit it out (or sleep), all dry and warm,
but others are far gone, and come back soaking.
Angelo cleans the windows and, yes! he’s smoking.
The Etna is too, as will be seen . . .
Later, bird’s nest, cyclamen, helleborine;
pasta, flower lists and so to bed.
Long transfer to the volcano ahead.

*  DVT: Deep Vein Thrombosis

Landslip above the multicoloured sea,

where half-built autostrada strides precariously.
We fail to get diesel, picnic near black pigs,
reach Zafferana Etnea by zags and zigs.
Five nights of comfort on magmatic slopes,
five days of flower-hunting to raise our hopes.
Photographer Phyl, Margaret and her ever-ready pen,
many-pocketed Olive, five book-carrying men, ’
go off with cameras, earrings, sticks and water.
Three Johns are better than one; best of all is laughter. .
We listen to Roberto (such a patient chap),
and Peter dates lava flows from a coloured map,
The green bus has no WC
but Roberto will show us a lava-tree.

0ld aches are gone, new ones take their place
as Sicilian sun blesses arm, neck, face.
North by north-east and south we comb the ground,
no lava left unturned; each nightly round
the list grows. Richard’s magic screen, like Dr Dee’s,
records in detail the things he sees.
No tonic here to put with gin for Dick,
but walling up the bar is a mean trick.
Paul talks of J-curves as we over-indulge
but the risk can’t be greater than the pasta-bulge.
Lunch al fresco near the chestnut tree.
Two birthdays for Gemini Anns (no ‘e¢’).
Glowing lava. Hot chocolate. Then the view
we’ve been waiting for — Etna etched on blue.
We’ve seen it all, can go home snap-happy now.
Farewell, friends old and new, or should I say ‘Ciaol’

P.S. Trevor has been asked by the Encyclopaedia Britannica to contribute an article on Ampelodesma

mauritanica.

ANN Mason, Sicily, 17-30 May 2001

STOP PRESS

FRANCIS ROSE AND HIS CONTRIBUTION TO BRITISH BOTANY:
80 BIRTHDAY CONFERENCE

Saturday 15 June 2002: 11.00 a.m. — 4.00 p.m.
Reardon-Smith lecture theatre, National Museum of Wales, Cardiff

Francis Rose was 80 years old in Septeniber 2001, and is widely regarded as one of Britain’s most
outstanding botanists. We are holding a conference to celebrate the enormous breadth of his contri-
bution to British botany and length of time over which he has worked. The conference will take the
form of a series of short talks on aspects of his work by those who he has inspired and worked with,
trying to cover the range of his interests. The programme is as follows: D. Bellamy: Francis Rose, an
appreciation, C.A. Stace: Francis Rose and the vascular flora, P. James: Francis Rose and lichens;
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G. Bates: Francis Rose and bryophytes; P. Marren: Francis Rose and local floras; D. Lang: Francis
Rose and orchids; (speaker to be confirmed) Francis Rose: The continental connection; O. Gilbert:
Francis Rose, lichens and air pollution; (speakers to be confirmed): Francis Rose’s contribution to
conservation including Plantlife, local authorities, Wildlife Trusts and Statutory Agencies; A. Jackson:
Francis Rose and Wealden sandrocks conservation; P. Harding: Francis Rose and parks; D. Streeter:
The Francis Rose notebooks project; T. Rich: Francis Rose collections and archive at National Museum
of Wales.

All are welcome to join us on the day from 10.30 onwards. The conference will be free, and there
is no need to book, simply turn up! Further details are available from me.

Tm RicH, Department of Biodiversity and Systematic Biology, National Museum & Gallery, Cardiff
CF10 3NP. Email: tim.rich@nmgw.ac.uk

The Editor Gwynn Ellis can be contacted by phone or fax on 029-2049-6042 or
E-mail: bsbihgs@aol.com or rgellis@ntlworld.com

All text and illustrations appearing in BSBI News and its Supplements are copyright and no
reproduction in any form may be made without written permission from the Editor.

Offers and special terms apply only to members of the Society and copies are not available on an
exchange basis.

BSBI News (ISSN 0309-930X) is published by the Botanical Society of the British Isles.
Enquiries concerning the Society’s activities and membership should be addressed to: The Hon.
General Secretary, c/o Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London

SW7 5BD. Tel: 01719388701

Camera ready copy produced by Gwynn Ellis and printed by J. & P. Davison, 3 James Place,
Treforest, Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan CF37 2BT (Tel. 01443-400585)
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