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The President ,  Hon. Treasurer and Hon. General  Secretary are ex of f ic io members of  a l l  the
above commit tees.

NOMINATIONS TO COUNCIL

Nominat ions for  vacancies on Counci l ,  in  wr i t ing,  s igned by two members of  the Society and
accompanied by the wr i t ten consent of  the candidate to serve,  i f  e lected,  should be sent
to the Hon. Ceneral Secretary, White Cottage, Slinfold, HORSHAM, West Sussex RI'll3 7RG, to
arr ive BEFORE FEBRUARY lst  1988. (See ESBI News 46:  2 (1987) for  the l is t  of  present
members on Counci l . )

MARY BRIrcS
Hon General Secretary



Diary / Apology / Corrigenda Corner
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CONTRIBUTIONS INTENDED FOR

BSBI NEWS 48

should reach the Editor before

29th FEBRUARY 1988

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * + * * + * * * * * * * , 1 . * * * * * * * * * * * + * { . + * + * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * , 1 . * * * * * * * * * * * t <

DIARY

NB. These dates are supplementary to those in the lg88 Field Meetings Programme.

February 1988
lst  :  Deadl ine for  Nominat ions to Counci l ,  see p.  2

March 1988
Sth : CABS/FFPS Symposium on rls Nature Conservation lVorking for Plants?r,

see p. 34 last issue
Apr i l  1988

30th : Fritillary Meadow Open Day, Framsden, see p. 40
May  1988

lst  :  Fr i t i l lary Meadow Open Day,  Framsden, see p.  40
7th:  BSBI AGM, Jodrel l  Laboratory,  Kew

June  1988
30th :  A Hot iday in Sweden ( to July l3th) ,  see p.  39

Ju l y  1988
12th-15th :  European Flor is t ic  Studies Conference,  Reading,  see p,  39
25th :  Lappland Journey -  In the Footsteps of  L innaeus ( to August  8th) ,  see

p. 35 last issue
September

2nd-4th : Taxonomic Workshop/Recordersr Meeting, Leicester, see p. 38
October

20th : Heathers and Heathland Symposium, London, see p. 38

*, t  *  **  **  *  *  **  *  **  **  *  **  *+ *  *+ *+ *  *  *  +,1. ,1.*  **  **  + *  **  +* **  ***  **  **  **  *  ++ +* **  *  + *  *  **  **  **  *<* **  *  *  *  *  *

APOLOGY

If your last issue of BSBI News arrived under-stamped and you had to pay excess postage :

SORRY!

This was due to a mix-up at  a local  post  of f ice which deal t  wi th the mai l ing.  An apology
has been received f rom the Post  Off ice,  which is  extended to a l l  members charged excess
postage,  wi th the assurance that  th is wi l l  not  happen again.

I  would l ike to of fer  my own apologies to those members af fected and especia l ly  to our
Treasurer Mr M. Walpole for the inconvenience caused.

EDITOR

+* * * * i < * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *++* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * , * * * * * * * *+ *

CORRIGENDA CORNER

Apologies to Alison Rutherford and Alan Stirling, the authors of the note on Variegated
Archangels in the last  issue (pp.9-11) for  fa i l ing to correct  Mrs Westonrs in i t ia l ;  her
name should have read rMrs R. Westont .



Corrigenda Corner / Editorial / Guidance to Contributors

Apologies too, to Mr B.E. Smythies who has sent this correction for page 37 of the last
issue.

'!The note on FLORA OF SPAIN under 'News from Oundle Books' implies that the work
is 212+486+880 pages long,  whereas the page number ing is  cont inuous throughout the three
volumes, i ,e.  Vol .  1 pp.  l -212;  Vol .  I I  pp,  213-486; Vol .  I I I  pp.  487-880. ' t

EDITOR

{<* * *+ * * * * * * , f * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *+ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *+ * * * * * * * *

I am sure I act for all members in offering deepest sympathy to Mary Briggs, our Hon.
General Secretary, on the sad death of her husband Alan, who died, after a long illness,
on the morning of  October l6th -  dur ing the great  storm. Ed.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *+ : t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * : 1 . * * * * * * * * * * * * *+ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

EDITORIAL

May I  take th is opportuni ty of  wishing al l  members a very Happy New Year,  and thank al l
those contributors who have helped make this another bumper issue.

The planned feature on computer produced distribution maps has had to be held over until
the next issue.

To enable nembers l iv ing in South Wales to at tend the Annual  Exhibi t ion Meet ing,  an
enterprising local Travel Agent laid on a special train to London. In view of the
rrear-endr piece in the last issue the name of this excursion, rThe Paddington Bear
Special r ,  was part icular ly  appropr iate.  Ordinary members of  the publ ic  were,  of  course,
also able to use the t ra in for  their  Chr istmas shopping!

Rear-end
A report  caught my eye in the New Scient is t  for  the 6th August  1987 and brought back
childhood memories that had rem-ained--d6-rmant for Inigh on 40 years'.

The report referred to a hampster born with three legs, that appeared to be growing a
for th leg under i ts  sk in.  Veter inary invest igat ion showed that  the abnormal growthrr . . .was
the resul t  of  three peanuts lodged in the unfor tunate hampsterrs pouch.  Two of  these nuts
had germinated,  and the larger of  the two had produced a shoot 4 cent imetres long."
Happily the shoots were removed without difficulty and the hampster survived.

Do other members recal l  being scared by elder s ister ts (or  brotherts)  stor ies about the
dangers of eating apple or orange pips in case they germinated inside the stomach? It put
me of f  f resh f ru i t  for  years and star ted my l i fe- long infatuat ion wi th Mars bars,  which
probably accounts,  at  least  in part ,  for  my increase in g i r th and reduct ion in teeth!

* + * * * * * , t * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i ( 1 . * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * { , * * * * * * * * * , t  * , t < * , t * * * t * * * * * *

GUIDANCE TO CONTRIBUTORS

The success of a journal like BSBI News depends to a large extent, on the editor receiving
many relatively short contributions of topical interest. There must be many lnembers who
have something interest ing,  informat ive or  just  p la in amusing that  they would I ike to
share wi th others but  who are afra id to put  pen to paper in case their  ef for ts are rnot

thought good enoughr. Perish the thought! BSBI News is meant to be the place for the
'ordinaryt member to express her or his op-ini,ons. ThE editors experience (very limited!)
is  avai lable to l ick a contr ibut ion into shape but  I  have been amazed at  the almost
complete lack of need to twield the editorial red penr so far! So come on you out there,
send in your notes or letters and I will publish them.

It is nice to have typed copy but if you don't have access to a typewriter, just write
it out making sure that your handwriting is legible, especially for names of persons or
places and other words which cannot easi ly  be checked. Al l  contr ibutors wi l l  receive,  i f
time allows, a proof for checking, so that you will be able to see what your note looks
l ike before i t  is  pr inted and wi l l  have the opportuni ty to a l ter  anything at  that  stage.



Guidance to Contributors / The Great Storm

Any contributions received, which appear to be more suitable for inclusion in Watsonia
as a rShort  Noter  wi l l  be passed on to the edi tor  of  that  journal .

Sui table i l lustrat ions accompanying notes,  in the form of  l ine drawings,  b lack and
white or colour negatives, prints or slides are also welcomed.

The following advice for raspiring young artistsr is reprinted from BSBI News 25: 3l
(  1980 ) .

First of all, propoftions The print area of a page of BSBI News is c. l9.5cm x 13cm
giv ing a proport ion of  height  to width of  roughly 3 to 2,  and to make the best  use of  the
space available drawings should conform generally to these proportions, whatever their
actual  s ize.  Next  s ize;  as large as possib le wi th in reason. Not only is  i t  much easier  for
the printer to reduce than enlarge, but any blemishes are correspondingly reduced, not
magnified. Evenness of line is important; not that all lines in a drawing should be of
equal thickness or density, that way a drawing looks stodgy or lifeless. But too great a
contrast  between th ick and th in can cause di f f icul t ies.  Extremely f ine l ines,  which become
f iner st i l l  on reduct ion,  can almost  d isappear in the f inal  pr int ing.

Scale is  best  shown by a l ine marked in mi l l imetres or  cent imetres,  thus I  cm. c lose
to the drawing. Then whatever reduction the printer has to use, the scale is reduced
correspondingly. Do not use the reduction x1/2, x2 etc. This may be correct on the
art is t rs or ig inal  but  i f  the pr inter  reduces i t  to,  say,3/5 of  i ts  s ize,  what
magni f icat ion does that  then become?

Labelling is most satisfactory if the separate drawings on a page (showing for example,
f loral  organs) are indicated by ident i fy ing let ters,  these being explained ei ther on the
back of  the drawing i tsel f  or  on an accompanying sheet.

Lest  any budding i l lustrator  is  put  of f  by the excel lence of  some of  the drawings
already publ ished,  let  i t  be said rhat  any drawing is  welcome and i f  i t  is  of  an al ien or
advent ive,  so much the bet ter .  I f  not  sui table for  reproduct ion i t  wi l l  be returned
together wi th a let ter  expla in ing why i t  was not  acceptable.

To convey as much informat ion as possib le about a species,  an i l lustrat ion should
include a whole plant  drawing to show habi t  and such anatomical  and/or  f loral  detai ls  as
a re  he lp fu l  i n  i den t i f i ca t i on .

I t  should be stressed that  the Edi tor  does not  consider h imsel f  competent  to pass
judgement on botanical  accuracy,  the responsibi l i ty  for  which must rest  wi th the ar t is t .

EDITOR

t *  *  *  *  **  *  *  *  *  **  *  *  *  **  *  *  *  **  **  *  *  *  *  * : t  *  **  **  *  *  *  *  + *  + *  *  *  **  **  **  **  **  *  **  **  +* + *  **  **  **  *  *  *  *  *  + *  *  *

THE GREAT STORM OF OCTOBER l6th

In a matter  of  3 or  4 hours in the ear ly morning of  16th October,  some 15 mi l l ion t rees
with an est imated volume of  4 mi l l ion cubic metres were blown down in South-East  England.
Count ies which have lost  rnost  t rees are Kent,  East  Sussex,  West Sussex and Suffo lk,  wi th
signi f icant  damage also in Surrey,  Hampshire,  Essex and one or  two other count ies.  Over
hal f  the loss is  of  broadleaved t rees.

In conjunct ion wi th the Timber Trade and Timber Growers UK, the Forestry Commission set
up the Forestry Windblow Act ion Commit tee wi th a number of  Advisory Groups (such as
Harvest ing,  Market ing and Restorat ion).  One of  the main jobs dur ing the next  year or  two
is to t ry and ensure that  harvest ing and market ing of  t imber is  carr ied out  in an order ly
manner so that  markets are not  f looded and owners can get  reasonable pr ices for  their
t imber.  At tent ion is  a lso being given to restocking of  b lown areas,  which wi l l  take 3 or  4
years to achieve.  Hopeful ly  natural  regenerat ion wi l l  of ten be possib le as there is  an
abundance of  acorns and beech mast th is year.  However wel l  organised al l  these operat ions
are,  woodland owners are going to suf fer  f inancia l ly ,  part icular ly  those who have lost
immature woodlands.

Frotn a botanical  point-of  v iew, perhaps the most ser ious feature has been the damage to
some of  the famous gardens and arboreta such as Wakehurst  Place,  Nymans and Sheff ie ld
Park,  where the restorat ion may take decades.  On the other hand, the opening-up of  many
woodlands, particularly sorne of the overstocked and overmature areas, will be beneficial.
Many of  the rather uni form plantat ions of  coni fers and broadleaves (especia l ly  beech)
should become more interest ing as a resul t  of  gaps being created.  Seeds of  woodland
f lowers which have been dormant for  many years wi l l  now have a chance of  germinat ing and
other p lants wi l l  colonize f rom outs ide.  General ly  a lso there wi l l  be benef i ts  for



The Great  Storm /  Prof i le

conservat ion wi th the large amounts of  branchwood which wi l l  inevi tably be lef t  in the
wood to decay and provide more diverse habi tats for  wi ld l i fe.

ROD STERN, Windblow Task Force,  c/o Forestry Commission,  Forest  Research Stat ion,  Al ice
Hol t  Lodge, Wrecclesham, FARNHAM, Surrey GUl0 4LH

It  is  d i f f icul t  for  those l iv ing outs ide the south east  to v isual ise the enormous
devastat ion that  occurred on that  Fr iday morning.  I t  would be useful  i f  members l iv ing in
the af fected areas could send me their  personal  observat ions ( inc luding photographs?),  so
that  the whole membership may be made aware of  the s i tuat ion.

Alan Mitchel l  wr i tes "a fa l len t ree shocks us into an unwanted acceptance of  the
impermanence of  l iv ing th ings and of  unwelcome change."  But  he adds "c lear the debr is,  and
we no longer see the gaps,  only the remaining t rees,rr  Qui te a few of  h is specia l  measured
specimens around Farnham and in the London Parks have survived, or are in fair order,
between the chaos of  the l ines of  fa l len planes,  l imes and broken horse chestnuts.  But  in
the great  gardens of  Kew and in Sussex where most of  the big background t rees were notable
specimens,  the loss must be heart-breaking,

EDITOR
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PROFILE

CLIVE ANTHONY STACE

In the ear ly 1960!s dur ing my edi torship of  the now defunct  Proceedings of  the Botanical
Society of  the Br i t ish Is les I  received for  publ icat ion many good and interest ing papers
on the f lora of  these is lands.  One, however,  stands out  in my memory above al l  others -

"Nardurus maritimus (L.) Murb. in Britain.r', its author was a young member setting out on
his long study of the Gramineae - his name was Clive Stace. Twenty six years on that young
member has become our President.

Clive Anthony Stace was born in 1938 at Tunbridge 'vvells, Kent and received his early
educat ion at  Skinnersr  School  in that  to\Mn. Interested f rom an ear ly age in natural
h istory,  and especia l ly  p lants he jo ined the Tunbr idge Wel ls Natural  History Society where
he received encouragement in h is studies f rom the elder ly Miss Al ine Grasemann, wi th whom
he remained deeply f r iendly unt i l  her death in 1974. ln 1955 he jo ined the Kent Fie ld Club
as a junior  member;  there he met Joan and Peter Hal l  wi th whom he formed a c lose and
endur ing f r iendship.  He entered Kingrs Col lege,  London in 1956, and in 1958 became a
member of  the BSBI.  Dur ing 1959, whi le taking part  in a BSBI f ie ld meet ing led by Francis
Rose in the Pas de Calais and Somme areas,  he celebrated the news of  h is B.Sc. ,  wi th f i rs t
class honours.

The year 1962 was an eventfu l  one for  Cl ive,  he marr ied Margaret  Wi l l iams, received his
Ph.D.,  and became Lecturer  in Botany at  Manchester ,  where a few years later  the late David
Valentine arrived as Head of Department. In 1972 he became an editor of Watsonia,
advancing to senior  edi tor ,  and cont inuing wi th d ist inct ion unt i l  1983.

During 1974 he transferred to the University of Leicester as Reader in Plant Taxonomy,
f i l l ing a vacancy created by the ret i rement of  the late Professor T.G. Tut in.  In 1981 he
gained his D.Sc., and in 1985 was awarded a personal chair in Plant Taxonomy. Recently he
has been elected as Chairman of the School of Biological Sciences at Leicester.

Among his publ icat ions are A Guide to Subcel lu lar  Botany (1963) and Plant  Taxonomy and
Biosystematics (1980), a second edition of wtriEE-has iust leen completed.-Best known to 

-

most BSBI members, however, will be his excellent llybridization and the Flora of the
British -l!.]le$ which he edited in 1975. Apart from the British flora, Clive has a special
interest in the plants of the Mediterranean region, especially France and Spain, which he
has visited for over thirty years.

His recent activities include enjoying in his spare time gardening, sunbathing in the
south of France, and writing his new Flora. The Society is fortunate to have elected a
President of such experience and distinction,

D.H. KENT, 75 Adelaide Road, West Eal ing,  LONDON Wl3 gED



Prof i le /  Hon. General  Secretaryrs Notes

Cl ive Anthony Stace,  President  BSBI

* * *++* * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  ) t * *  * * * * * * * * * *+ , i { ( r ( * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

HON. GENERAL SECRE'IARY'S NOTES

Conservation Committee
This is  not  l is ted for  1987-8

possib le restructure,  in order to
of  the BSBI in the 1990s.

First  appointed in 1949 as the rspecia l  Commit tee to deal  wi th threats to Br i t ish
Florar ,  i t  was in 1951 renamed the Conservat ion Commit tee,  and in the ear ly years th is
deal t  a lmost  ent i re ly,  and urgent ly ,  wi th threatened plants at  indiv idual  s i tes.  Then,
of ten the only voice for  p lants,  but  in c lose l ia ison wi th NCC, they were exci t ing t imes
(but  a lso somet imes f rustrat ing and disappoincing),  With the growth of  the County Trusts
and equivalent  movements,  local  conservat ion problems have more and more -  and
appropr iate ly -  been referred to local  Trusts;  leaving to the BSBI Conservat ion Commit tee,
nat ional  threats,  work for  the legal  protect ion of  p lants and associated educat ion (codes
and posters etc.), and discussions on policy.

Now, s ince the format ion of  the Conservat ion Associat ion of  Botanical  Societ ies,
c i rcumstances have changed again.  I f  CABS is in a posi t ion to speak on behal f  of  a l l  the
botanical  societ ies,  the funct ion of  the BSBI Conservat ion Commit tee needs to be
reconsidered.  The Commit tee met aaain in December and there wi l l  be a fur ther reDort  in
BSBI News 48.

on page 2,  as at  present th is Commit tee is  consider ing
ref lect  rnore c losely the most valuable conservat ion ro le



Hon. General Secretaryrs Notes / Monitoring Scheme

Pot-pourrl from my post-bag
Churchyard references, additional to those published in BSBI News 46 : 27 are :

Eloon,  C.R. (1986).  Botanical  Assessment of  Eledfordshire 's C-hurch-yards 1982-1985,
Bedfordshire Natural is t  for  1986, No, 41,  pp,  1 l -20.

Chatei,,q-6-.-1198e)l-TEe-ftora of Ceiedigion Churchyards (vc.46). BSBI Welsh Bulletin No.
43,  pp.24-31.

Pel l ,  Mrs A.M. (1986).  A Survey of  some of  the Carmarthenshire Bur ia l  Grounds:  Part  I
Capel Hendre Graveyard. BSBI Welsh Bulletin No. 43, pp. 3l-35.

Pel l ,  Mrs A.M. & R.D. Pryce (1986).  Survey of  Some of  the Carmarthenshire Bur ia l  Grounds.
BSBI Welsh Bul let in No. 44,  pp.  1 l -14.

Phil Lusby sends further information on Carex vesicaria as Shoe-hay (BSBI News 46 : 23-24
(1987)) ;  two interest ing references in Farthest  North (1898) and The First  Crossing of
Creenland (1906),  both by Fr idt jof  Nansen, Oesi i lSe-t row he foun-d the sennagrass in iEluable
in his Greenland crossing,

The note on Euphorbia cyparissias sterile shoots (see BSBI News 45: 17 (1987)) prompted
Prof, D,H. Lewis of Sheffield to write suggesting that the infecting fungus could be
Uromyces scutellatus. This was confirmed by Peter James of the BM(NH) Cryptogamic Dept.
David Coombe of Cambridge has also sent references to infection of E cyparissias by
Uromyces pisi in rStrasburgerrs Textbook of Botanv, New English Ed. 1966, Transl. P.R.
Bel l  & D.E. Coombe!

In Britain David Coombe found Euphorbla cyparissias infected by a rust of the Uromyces
pisi - striatus - scutellatus complex on the Breck at Tuddenham, West Suffolk in 1957,
This is described by Gillian Butler in her paper rUromyces in a population of Euphorbia
cyparissiast in Transactions of the British lv{ycological Society 4l(4), (1958).

Following the comments on Asarina procumbens in BSBI News 43: 20-21 & 44: 5, we have news
of a new record,  found in Septembei  1987, at  Lockerbie- in numfr iesshire by Mrs M. Stevens.
Here the ,4" procumbens was flowering rrall along the hedge bottomr' - the plants in this
case favour ing the re lat ively damp habi tat  under a pr ivet /hawthorn hedge. Miss E.M. Palmer
to ld us that  in the ear ly years of  th is century p lants were sold as rockery p lants in the
market  and local  garden shops in Nott ingham.

My thanks to all the correspondents mentioned above.

Sark :  Anyone planning to v is i t  Sark,  or  wi th an interest  in the Channel  Is lands,  should
not  missrSarkf  in lVi ld Flower Magazine,  No. 410,  Autumn 1987, pp.  22-23,  by Marcia
Marsden -  who is a lso a member of  BSBI.

Jugoslavian holiday : Fred Remblance writes thac he is interested in a return visit to the
Durmitor  Mountains,  Jugoslavia,  and would be pleased to hear f rom any other BSBI member
who rray be planning a v is i t  to th is area.  (His address is  l0 Fi rst  Avenue, Horbury,
WAKEFIELD, W. Yorks WF4 6AL.)

MARY BRIGGS, White Cottage,  Sl info ld,  HORSHAM, West Sussex RHl3 7RG

** * *+1 . * * * r ( * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * , t * * * * * i . * * * * * * * * * * r . * r ( * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * t< * * * r . * * * *  * * *

B.S. B.I. MONITORING SCHEME
Telephone: (otflce hours)
Abbots Ripton (048-/3) 3tll
(oulside office hours)
Peterborough ((733) 49398

The weather has done its worst to stop us, Snow in the spring, rained all summer, flooded
in the autumn and blown most of  the SE into the North Sea. But  I 've al ready (23/10/871

Biological Records Centre,
Monks Wood Experimental Station,
Abbos Ripton, Huntingdon,
CAMBRIDGESHIRE PEIT 2LS.



Monitor ing Scheme

received well over 1000 cards and the deadline is a month away. I think werve done very
wel l ,  but  donrt  re lax,  wetve got  1988 to come, Donrt  forget ,  yourre never more than l0
mi les f rom a Moni tor ing Scheme square as the dandel ion caryopsis b lows!

There are stories to tell already. Our youngest recorder is Jessica Walker aged 4, and
I  wonrt  te l l  you what John Dony did on his 88th bi r thday.  Ken But ler  te l ls  of  st ruggles
against  the Scot t ish midge, Scotch mist  and the Scot t ish bog,  Robbie Matcham was sent  up a
cliff under threat of no pocket money and no supper to collect Cochlearia. Lynne Farrell
has been to both Dutchman's Cap and Fair Isle. An Irish botanist was described as "reIL
good but he doesnrt see daisies'r. The pace has been too fast for some ...I caught poor
Henry Nol t ie napping in Glen Cia-aig af ter  one day's hard tetrad bashing (see photo
below)!

% ,q.T:,

&
&,

. .a e-.-<t-,.-- .-.
, . 41 ...1. +.

Henry Nol t ie caught cat-napping.  Photo Tim Rich

A map showing fu l l  detai ls  of  the 1987 recording wi l l  be in the next  BSBI News
indicat ing the exact  squares and tetrads which need help for  1988. In the meant ime, the
map (see p.  l0)  shorvs the v ice-count ies where help is  def in i te ly needed or has been
requested for  next  year.  l f  you are going on hol iday or  v is i t ing these areas please
contact  the v,c.  recorders beforehand so recording can be co-ordinated.

Filling in cards
We are f rant ical ly  busy working through rrountains of  1987 cards (at  least  those

received by November 3 lst ) ,  We -  sorry,  Rosernary ( ! )  -  has to deal  rv i th enormous amounts
of  data very quickly,  and the fo l lowing points wi l l  considerably help us to deal  wi th
informat ion next  year (unfor t r rnately i t rs  too late for  th is year!) ,
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VICE COUNTIES h1{ERE HELP IS NEEDED OR HAS BEEN REQUESTED FOR RECORDING IN 1
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9 8 8
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Monitoring Scheme

Please write grid references in the boxes following these examples.

For lOkm square records
Fo r  t e t r ad  reco rds
For lkm square records

( i r r espec t i ve  o f  t e t r ad )
Fo r  6  f i gu re  r eco rds

Grid reference
22J.--5--
22t--5--

2219-52-
22196527

Tetrad letter

W

l4l
W

when giv ing local i t ies p lease use names on the 1:50,000 or  l :25,000 ordnance survey
maps and fo l low their  spel l ing.  p lease avoid local  names because al though you know
where you mean' we do not. f'lease also avoid parish names or general iames for areas
eg. 'rPenninestt' Names of houses should be put in inverted commas unless named on the
maps.

when crossing off species please take care. The aim is to make the appropriate BRc
number instant ly  legib le to the data processors who have to work at  very-high speed.
Examples of  how to cross of f  species (and how NOT to)  are shown below.

Most problems arise because recorders want to read the names theyrve crossed off.
The best approach to this which allows cards ro be photocopied and ni.", to be read
is to use a sof t ,  th ick penci l  (hard penci l  doesn' t  copy) or  i  th in b lue or  b lack
biro.  Fel t  pens tend to fade wi th t ime.

The fo l lowing methods of  crossing of f  names are highty acceptable:

2710 Ttfh+€nt
2771 ------+a€ these best of all
Z l I 2  U l e x  *
2 l I 3  C+ r
271,4 minr -  but  only i f  done 1951 careful ly  l ike Arthur Chater does
2719 Ulmus g1a I

? + ? 7  
n i n s p l  r o  i n d i c a t e  r n  e l m  b u r  y o u  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h i c h  s p e c i e s

. L L z  p r o  J

The fo l lowing are NOT acceptable,  and cards submit ted l ike th is wi l l  be sent  back or
f i led in the l i t t le  round basket  on the f loor!

fi62 Scler ann)
t€554eruF-anrj numbers obscured
1867 

" . - -d 
-  under l ln ing alone,  which is  d i f f icul t  to read quickly

1868  sco  and  ge t s  m i xed  up  w i t h  unde r l i n i ng  o f  subspec ies

! 2 ! ?  
S e r + t e  g a 1 ]  m e a n t  r o  i n d i c a r e  a  s k u l l  c a p  b u r  n o t  s u r e  w h i c h  s p e c r e s ;

:2!1 ^ min-)  rhese ger inrerprered as Scutel lar ia galer iculata

]91? 
SeC+n acr)  meanr ro indicare Sedun angl icun on1y,  b i t  gets

]919  a1b {  i n re rp re red  as  bo th  ac re  and  ang l i cum
1877 eee)

I f  a species is  crossed of f  by mistake,  tcorrect t  i t  by put t ing crosses both s ides of
the name, eg,

l610XF+un+-{.r*t X

Having crossed i t  out  your l l  no doubt f ind i r  immediately,  in which case wr i te i t  on
the front and donrt try to correct your correction. please donrt use Tippex.

For int roduct ions please put  rPr and r l '  (c f .  BSBI News 45) af ter  the name, eg.

2241 Aeee+++p I

I f  you annotate your cards wi th other let ters,  wr i te what they mean on the cards;  we
get very puzzled by some!

A

l l



Monitor ing Scheme

6. The way some plants change names is worse than people get t ing marr ied.  The most
t roublesome taxa are as fo l lows (a lphabet ical  order of  o ld names).

Conyza  canadens l s  =  E r i ge ron  canadens i s
Hel ic totr ichon = Avenula
D ^ - i ^ ^ ^  i ^ l ^ - r i ^ ^  =  R .  p a l u s t r i s  ( u n l e s s  y o u  m e a n  i s l a n d i c a  s . s .  i nr \ u '  rPPd  

wh i ch  case  I  wan t  a  uou .h " i j  
. . . -

Sc i r pus  se taceus  =  I so l ep i s  se tacea
The l yp te r i s  o reop te r i s  =  O reop te r l s  l imbospe rma
Trip leurospermum mari t imum

subsp. inodorum = Tr ip leurospermum inodorum

Has anyone dlscovered where Polygonum convolvulus has got  to yet?

7. Please make sure you give details of the route whilst recording. I don't want to know
which t ra in you caught to get  to the square!

Identification aids

The fo l lowing are very h ighly recomrnended and we suggest  you acquire them!

Wigginton,  M.J.  & Graham, G.G. (198I) .Guide to the ident i f icat ion of  some of  the more
di f f icul t  vascular  p lant  species.  NCC England Fie ld Uni t  Occasional  paper No. l .
Though intended pr imar i ly  for  the north of  England,  much of  the guide is  widely
appl icable e lsewhere too.  Avai lable f rorn the Perr ings (pr ice f5.00 incl .  p&p).

Camus, J.M. & Jermy, A.C. (1987).  The BM Fern Cr ib.  By staf f  of  the Br i t ish l ,4useum
(Natural History) Fern Section. A booklet specially produced for the BSBI Monitoring
Scheme to help identify pteridophyte species and hybrids rvhich people frequently find
di f f icul t  to d ist inguish.  Avai lable f ro in Cl ive Jermy, Br i t ish Museum (Natural
History) ,  Cromwel l  Road, LONDON S!V7 5BD (pr ice f1.00 plus a stamped addressed
envelope s ize 23xl6cm).  With ferns l ike these,  who needs anernones?

and . . .  corning soon . . .  a Moni tor ing Scherne Plant  Cr ib,  which ai rns to complement Wigginton
& Graham (1981) and extend i t  to cover Br i ta in and l re land.  We hope i t  should be ready for
Easter  -  watch BSBI News for  detai ls !

TIh4 RICH, BSBI Moni tor ing Scheme Organizer

* * * {. * * * * * * * * ** ** * * * i<* * * * * ** r< * r. t* * * r( * * * * *

IS THIS A RECORD

Chris Preston and Tim Rich conducted a rapid survey of  Moni tor ing Scherne square 33/61
(v.c.  40,  Salop) on July 3 lst  1987. The local i ty  on their  card is  g iven as rrVerges of
M54.,. then verges of A5 frorn end of ii454 to \'y' edge of square plus countryside visible from
these roads.rr About 25 records were made from a car driven by Tim rrat speeds up to 70
rnph.rr ;  the ent i re survey took 5-10 minutes!

Arthur Chater comment ing on th is remarked ' rThe only th ing I  have beaten th is wi th in
v.c. 46 [Cards.] is to record oilseed rape from a Pan-Am jumbo jet."

Do other members have any examples of similar record breaking records?

I t  may interest  members to know that  the Botanical  Society of  Otago (New Zealand) have
just  in i t iated a motor ised recording scheme. In the Society 's  Newslet ter  No. 4,  1987
October, volunteers are invited for the rConspicuous Roadside Exotic Distribution
Assessmentr scheme or TCREDAT for short. This rris a cooperative project to determine the
distribution of about 25 conspicuous exotic roadside weeds in the South Islandrr. The
scheme is being organised by an old friend from my student days in Aberystwyth, Dr J.B.
Wilson, and he continues in the Newsletter rr'Ihe species are chosen so they can be
recognised whi ls t  t ravel l ing at  norrnal  speeds.  (Of course,  there is  occasional  need to

1 2



Monitoring Scheme

stop at first to check, to build up familiarity with some species or to check
plant .  ) "

Perhaps Tim will copy this splendid example of antipodian resourcefulness
a 1988 ' l i4oni tor ing Scheme Car Huntr  a long s imi lar  l ines?

EDITOR

a doubtful

and organise

* * * * * * *+ * * * * * * t * *++* * * * t  * * * * * ' * * * t ( * {< * * * * *

SCOTCH MIST

Those who went north after the Glasgow Recorders Conference experienced not vertical or
diagonal but horizontal rain! Vera Gordon and I left the other members of the group to
look for Euphrasia heslop-harrisonii, Spiranthes romanzoffiana, Eriocaulon aquaticum and
Saussurea alpina; the monsoon only permitted us to see the pipewort!,

A single specimen of the Irish Ladyrs-tresses had been photographed on the edge of Loch
Shiel only a week before but the torrential rain had submerged it, as apparently it often
does. We looked in vain, as shown in the cartoon. After this failure we gave up hope,
abandoned Scotland and returned to the merely wet areas south of the border.

{nN SeaRcU fu, S?tR.sx1lile9 RoueNzorne0A oN stlop1
6tr Loq 9Ht EL F'FI]r/< Havl RA|N

-floNss Dovtil

I

,IE?A
GoewN

GLA55- bTToNdD
Boc'<sr

PleTHoD
{cevoc
€vAtI'

TREVOR EVANS, La Cuesta, Mounton Road, CHEPSTOW, Gwent NP6 5BS

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *+ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

[See also rAf forestat ion and Plant  Distr ibut ion '  on page 42.  Ed. l

*  *  *  *  *  **  *  +* ***  *  *  *  **  *  *  + *  **  *  *  * t r< **  *  **  *  *  **  *  *  *1.  **  *  +* **  * , |< *  ****  **  **  *  **  **  ****** , f**  +***+**
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RECORDERS AND RECORDING

Amendment No. 6 to Vice County Recorders, December 1985

We are pleased to welcome two
New Appointments :
v.c. 63 S,W, Yorks. Dr John Hodgson, c/o Scale Laboratories, Dept. of Botany' The

Univers i ty ,  SHEFFIELD S10 2TN
v.c. 109 Caithness. Mrs Keira Ward, Uppergills, Canisbay by WICK, Caithness KWI 4YD
and send our thanks to the retiring Recorders Terry Keatinge, 109, and again to Dr Sledge'

63 (see BSBI News 45: 3).

Changes of address :
v . c . 55b  Ru t l and ,  Mr  K .G .  Messenge r ,5  Whea t l ey  Avenue ,  UPP INGHAM,  Ru t l and  LE l s  gSN

v.c.  105 W. Ross.  Prof  D,M. Henderson,  Inverewe House, POOLEWE, Ross & Cromarty
w22 2LQ

v,c.  106 E.  Ross.  Mr P.S.  Lusby,  Correen,  St ichi l l ,  KELSO, Roxburghshire TD5 7TA

Suppleurent No. 3 to Panel of Referees and Specialists, September 1986

We are sorry to report the death of Richard Libbey, Referee for Oxalis. There will be an
Obituary in Watsonia. Oxalis is temporarily vacant.

Dactylorhiza : Mr R.H. Roberts, who has refereed this difficult group for 20 years wishes
nov/ to retire. We sincerely thank him, and hope to announce a replacement Referee in BSBI
News 48. Mr Roberts will continue with Polypodium as listed.

The Wrong Botanic Garden! : Please note that Mr A. Radcliffe-Smith who is our Euphorbia
Referee is  based at  the Royal  Botanic Gardens,  KEW (and not  at  R.B.G. EDINBUITGH as
l i s t ed  i n  ou r  pane l  o f  Re fe i ees  l ea f l e t ) .

Our apologies to the R.B.G. Edinburgh who received specimens of  Euphorbia in
consequence; our thanks to Douglas McKean for  ident i fy ing these,  and also to Mrs Enid
Hyde for  help in sort ing th is out  for  us.

The fo l lowing v.c.  Recorders and Referees have agreed to publ ish their  phone numbers in

BSBI News for  the convenience of  members.  Frank Perr ing,  who, on returning f rom hol iday

To-unO a cot tect ion of  specimens moulder ing in p last ic  bags in h is post ,  says that  he would
prefer  to be te lephoned f i rs t ,  before speci lnens are sent ,  to ascerta in that  he wi l l  be at
home to receive them. (See also note on sending specimens dry -  not  in p last ic  -  BSBI News
35:4 (1983)) .  I f  any other v.c.  Recorders or  Referees would l ike their  phone numbers
publ ished,  p lease send them tc)  the Hon. General  Secretary before February 29th for  BSBI
News 48.

Vice-county or group
2
l 8 / 1 9
35
36
3 7
50
5 5 b
64
1 I
84
96
9B
1 0 3
H39

Recorder or  Referee
Rose  Murphy
Ken Adams
Trevo r  Evans
Stephanie Thomson
John Day
Jean Green
Guy Messenger
Phyl  Abbott
Larch Garrad
Jackie Muscott
M e r o a r p t  R a r r n n

Bernard Thompson
Joan Clark
Stan Beesley

Telephone number
0209-712069
01-508-7863
o29\2-70802
0432-72217
0527-31576
07 4-57 4254
o572-823313
0532-668058
0624-75522
o37-229-1037
o463-236440
0546.-87234
085-53221
0232-852199
0832-73388Arct ium, Anagal l is ,  Symphytun Frank Perr ing

MARY BRIGGS, l lon,  General  Secretary
DAVID J.  McCOSH, Hon. Secretary,  Records Commit tee
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Recorders and Recording

BOTANICAL CORNWALL

A Newslet ter  has been star ted in Cornwal l  to meet the needs of  a few, rather
widely-scat tered,  botanists in the county.  I ts  a im is to keep people in contact  wi th one
another.  I t  inc ludes dist r ibut ion maps,  short  ar t ic les on botanical  matters and l is ts new
gr id square records -  post-1985. This lat ter  mater ia l  may have a wider appeal .
Subscr ipt ion charge is  €1.00,  inc luding postage,  detai ls  f rom the address below.

Miss R.J.  MURPHY, Shang-r i - la,  Reskadinnick,  CAMBORNE, Cornwal l  TRl4 OBH

*+* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * r .

REPORT OF RECORDERSI CONFERENCE - GLASGOW, SEPTEMBER 1987

' fhe 
1987 Recordersr  Conference was held at  Jordanhi l l  Col lege of  Further Educat ion,

Glasgow on 4th -  6th September.
72 inetnbers and guests at tended and enjoyed a fu l l  programme. Three very informat ive

local  lectures i l lustrated var ious aspects of  the botany of  the area:
Botanis ing at  the t ip of  Lanarkshire 's Nose -  Peter  Macpherson
lVaterrs-edge plants of  Loch Lornond and surrounds -  John Mitchel l
Progress report  on the Flora of  Glasgow -  J im H. Dickson

On the Saturday morning four concurrent  one-hour taxonornic workshops gave those at tending
opportuni ty to select  two f rorn:

Festuca -  Prof .  C.A.  Stace
Fine- leaved Potamogeton - .  C. l ) .  Preston & N.F.  Stewart
Rosa -  A.McG. St i r l ing
Rubus -  A.L.  Newton

Once again these were appreciated wi th enthusiasrn.
In the af ternoon f ie ld meet ings were organised,  again a select ion f rom :

l .  Rubus excursion to Old Ki lpatr ick a long a derel ic t  ra i lway t rack,  led by Alan Newton.
The four part ic ipants recorded s ix Rubus taxa,  and the methods of  col lect ing
specimens to be worthy of  a referee's at tent ion were demonstrated.

2.  Potamogeton excursion to Forth-Clyde Canal  at  Bowl ing and between Yoker and
Drunchapel ,  led by Chr is Preston and Nick Stewart ,  wi th 20 part ic ipants.  The
highlight for this group was the very fine material of Potamogeton x bennettii
(P. crispus x trichoides) which is endemic to the Forth & Clyde Canal where it has
been known since the lgth Century.  Another feature of  th is group was the assortment
of  grapnels in use -  these var ied f rom ladyl ike brass hooks ( fami ly heir loom) to the
funct ional  -  wire coat-hangers which bend when caught on an old pram and so the
device is  retr ievable,  to the f rankly ferocious pip ing which br is t led wi th barbed
wire.  Possib ly these ref lected the var ied types of  water habi tat  into which their
owners usual ly  throw?

A Grab of Grapnels - guess who the owners are! (Del, A. Lee)

l 5
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3. Rosa excursion to Old Kilpatrick and Bowling via waste ground, railway track and
canal bank, led by Allan Stirling. Eight participants recorded 5 species of Rosa,
Rosa x hollandica and a .number of hybrids for future determination. An additional 13
species were recorded for the monitoring scheme square.

4. A visit to old coal Bings south-east of Glasgow, led by Peter Macpherson with 14
participants who contributed to the Flora of Glasgow and of v.c. 77 by general
recording, and among other plants, were also shown : Hieracium flagellare, Pyrola
minor, Epipactis helleborine and the recently recorded Cirsium arvense x palustre.

5. Ulmus hunt in Glasgow SW and Renfrewshire led by Guy Messenger. The three
participants drove through seven 10km squares for a general assessment of
d ist r ibut ion and the extent  of  the impact  of  Dutch Elm Disease.  The types of  Elms
used in street-planting in Glasgow were recorded and the excursion reported as
enjoyable but disturbing, as most of the Elms seen have no survival mechanism if the
Disease takes a real hold.

On the Sunday morning a ser ies of  l0 minute ta lks were interspersed wi th opportuni ty
for lively and practical discussion on the progress of the monitoring scheme, with
exchange of experience and questions to the Organiser. There was a final field meeting to
Loch Lomond for those able to stay on for the afternoon.

Richard Pankhurst  mounted a computer Demonstrat ion -  Ident i f icat ion of  Br i t ish Orchids
with colour graphics; also British Carex and ferns, all studied with interest. And the
Perring Books were available for useful and enjoyable browsing and purchase.

On the Saturday evening a jo int  meet ing of  the Beer Society of  Br i ta in & I re land (BSBI)
and the 'rVine & Food Society (WFS) provided a light-hearted session billed as the rcwynn

El l is  Special r ,  and included dist r ibut ion of  the new publ icat ion BSBI Newt+ and
presentat ions of  decorated T-shir ts .

We would l ike to acknowledge the help of  3 sons wi th the meet ing :
Richard Green, for welding grapnels
Tom Pankhurst ,  for  some computer graphics of  orchids
Car l  El l is .  for  i l lustrat ions on T-shir ts

We would also l ike to thank al l  lecturers,  tutors and f ie ld meet ing leaders,  and in
part icular ,  the very hard-working organiser of  th is successful  weekend, Tim Rich.

MARY BRIGGS, White Cottage,  Sl info ld,  HORSHAM, Vy'est  Sussex RH13 7RG

[* Copies are avai lable f rom the Edi tor  on receipt  of  an s.a.e,  Ed, ]

PLANT RECORDS - 1986

As a Scot t ish Vice-county recorder,  a lbei t  one temporar i ly  exi led in England,  I  agreed to
provide a comment on the 1986 plant  records (Watsonia 16(4):  439-452 (1987))  wi th great
t repidat ion,  in ant ic ipat ion of  a host  of  int roduced species f inding their  f i rs t  footholds
in our southern c l imes!  I t  was therefore wi th a certa in amount of  re l ief ,  and even
pleasure, that I discovered that Scottish records were, for once, well represented,
forming near ly hal f  the 1986 tota l .

On looking c losely at  the dist r ibut ion of  the records,  much of  the credi t  for  th is
achievement goes to Peter  Macpherson,  recorder for  v.c.  77,  Lanarks. ,  wi th good
contr ibut ions also for  Angus,  v.c.  90 and Col l  in  Mid Ebudes,  v.c.  103.  Despi te th is over
one tenth of the records are actually for an English county, v.c. 39, Staffs.

Having spent most  of  my botanical  apprent iceship in Scot land,  I  f ind that  I  have a very
biased view of the 1986 plant records, and I make no apology for this fact. This is shown
for example by my surprise at seeing entries for Equisetum sylvaticum and Ceum rivale -

the former recorded in East  Cornwal l  for  the f i rs t  t ime s ince 1925 and the lat ter  being
the first post-1930 record for Surrey. These are both plants I take for granted in
Scot land.  I  am also very surpr ised to d iscover that  i t  is  st i l l  possib le to get  a new
Vice-county record for Dactylorhiza maculata subsp. ericetorum.

On the other hand, the list also held interesting discoveries regarding the
distribution of plants within Scotland. Although aware of Andromeda polifolia in the Forth
Val ley in Central  Scot land,  i t  d id not  occur to me that  th is had been i ts  northern l imi t
unt i l  I  not iced the discovery of  a new si te in Angus.  Simi lar ly ,  i t  came as a shock that
Carex bigelowii had been recorded in South Aberdeen for the first time.

l 6
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A study of the plant records, year by year, can provide a fascinating insight into the
changing f lora of  Br i ta in,  From this years l is t  i t  is  possib le to note the cont inuing
spread of a number of troublesome alien species, with Impatiens glandulifera in
Sutherland, Heracleum mantegazzianum as a first post-I930 record in Staffordshire and
Polygonum cuspidatum recorded for  the f i rs t  t ime in Col l  (v .c.  103).  The spread of  a
number of  water  weeds,  possib ly a ided by the careless disposal  of  aquar ists stock,  can
also be seen with new records for Elodea nuttallii, Lagarosiphon major and, rnost worrying
in the l ight  of  recent  studies,  Crassula helmsi i ,  recorded lor  the f i rs t  t ime in three new
Vice-count ies.

On a more cheerfu l  note,  the l is t  inc ludes a nurnber of  very posi t ive records,  several
arable weeds amongst  them, presumably d iscovered in the course of  the I ISBI 's  Arable Weed
Survey. Examples include Papaver lecoqii, Papaver argemone and Kickxia elatine. I was
particularly pleased to see a second Denbighshire record of Myosurus minimus from a farm
gateway -  as I  am aware of  i ts  rediscovery in a s inr i lar  habi tat  in Yorkshire.  The record
of Bidens cernua as an arable weed over on the west coast of Scotland in Argyll seems very
cur ious.

The highl ight  of  th is l is t  must  however be accorded to the sedge records,  chief  arnongst
these being the latest  d iscovery,  by Dave Batty,  of  Carex buxbaumi i  in Argyl l  in  the th i rd
l0kra square in Scot land.  The fourth Carex recta s i te is  a lso of  great  interest ,

I  hope that  next  year the Scot t ish records wi l l  cont inue to be wel l  represented,
perhaps I  might  contr ibute to th is by enter ing sorne of  the new v.c.  87,  West Perthshire,
records ( i f  only we can el i rn inate those which have al ready been publ ished!)  Unfor tunately
these will not include thac most sought after plant Rubus arcticus!

I IELEN STACE, 14 Curzon Terrace,  South Bank,  YORK YO2 IHA

* * * * ** * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * )t * {. r( r. * * * * * i.* ** i< * ** *

PLANT IMPORT REGULATIONS

A l icence f rorn the lv l in ist ry of  . {gr icul ture is  required to import  rnost  p lants col lected
from the wi ld in other countr ies,  and charging for  l icences was introduced th is year -  !25
for  an Import  L icence for  Pr ivate Purposes ( i .e not  lor  cornrnerc ia l  or  research uses);  !150
for  Scient i f ic  or  Research Purposes,  for  up to f ive separate types of  p lant .

There are some concessions,  but  the regulat ions are very complex.  We hope to conf i r in
these wi th the i l in is t ry and wi th the Department of  the Environment,  and to publ ish a
further note in BSBI News 4E.

Meanwhi le for  fur ther detai ls  of  l icences rnembers should contact  :
England and Wales :  l !4 in ist ry of  Agr icul ture,  Fisher ies and Food, Plant  Heal th Div is ion,

Room 145, Great  Westminster  i louse,  l . . lorseferry Road, LONDON SlVlP 2AE
( te l .  0 l - 216 -6174  o r  7320  o r  6808 ) .

Scot land :  Dept.  of  Agr icul ture and Fisher ies for  Scot land,  Plant  Heal th and Potatoes
Branch,  Chesser House, Gargie Road, Edinburgh EHl l  3A!V ( te l .03l-443-4020 ext .
242s]..

iVany endangered and vulnerable species (eg.  orchids,  Cyclamens etc.)  are addi t ional ly
protected by restr ic t ions on import  or  export  through CITES (Convent ion on Internat ional
Trade in Endangered Species.

For advice on these conservat ion contro ls contact  :
Dept.  of  the Environment,  Internat ional  Trade in Endangered Species Branch,
Tol lgate House, Houl ton Street ,  BRISTOL BS2 gDJ ( te l .  0272-218690).

MARY BRIGGS, White Cottage,  Sl info ld,  HORSHAh,, I ,  Wesr Sussex RHl3 7RC

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * , t * *  * *  * , | <  *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  * *  * *  * *  *  *  * *  *

NATIVE v. ALIEN IN THE FLORA OF GLASGOW (OR ELSEWHERE)

These thoughts were st imulated by the discussion by Webb (1985) of  the cr i ter ia adopted to
choose between nat ive and al ien status of  p lants in the Br i t ish Is les and by current  work
for  a Flora of  Glasgow (Dickson 1984, 85,  Jarv is er  a l .  1986, Sreven and Dickson 1986,
Watson et al. 1987) as well as by work on the alien flora of Tenerife (Dickson et al.
1987).  David Webb considers r ight ly  that  i t  is  a complex problem. However the 

-ct i f - f i ,cul ty
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is even greater than he states because there is no consideration of multiple arrivals by
different methods for any plant in the area under study. Only by deciding arbitrarily that
only the first establishment of a species matters, can the categories native and alien be
mutually exclusive. To follow this long-standing and very widely adopted course is an
oversimplification and obscures the worthwhile objective which is the full understanding
of the status of the species in the studied area. After first having used multiple status
categor ies in 1969 and later  in 1984, David Al len has recent ly  redrawn at tent ion to such a
system (Al len 1987).  Bangerter  and Cannon (1978) adopted Al lenrs categor ies.  Any species
can be both nat ive and al ien in the studied area.

The definitions being considered for use in The Flora of Glasgow are as follows.
l. Native

Species arrived in the studied area by natural means, i.e. without intervention, even
unintent ional ,  by man at  any t ime, no matter  how ancient  or  recent ,  f rom a source
area where that species is native.

2. Alien
Species brought to the studied area by man, intentionally or unintentionally, even if
native in the source area and already native in the studied area.
2.1 Introduced Alien (or Introduction)

Species deliberately brought to the studied area by man for whatever reason.
2.2 Invading Alien (or Invader)

2.21 Species,  a l ien in the source area,  arr ivrng in the studied area by
na tu ra l  means .

2.22 Species, alien or native in the source area, dispersed to the studied
area unintent ional ly  by man.

At the moment I  have no sui tably br ief  terms for  subcategor ies 2.21 and 2.22.  Any ideas
wi l l  be most welcome.

References
Al len,  D.E.  (1969).  The Flower ing Plants of  the Is le of  Mgn. Douglas.
Al len,  D.E,  (1984).  Flora of  the Is le of  Mgg.
Al len,  D.E.  (1987).  The Tradi t ional  County Flora,  Some New Ways of  Present ing the Records.

BSBI News 46:  11 & 13.
Bangerter ,  nn A Cannon, J.F.M. (1973).  Flower ing plants and coni fers.  Chapter l1 in The

Is land of  Mul l .  A survey of  i ts  f lora and environment.  Br i t ish Museum (Natural
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20:  465-468; 2 l :  75-79.
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J.H. DICKSON, Botany Department,  The Univers i ty ,  GLASGOW Gl2 8ee

+****  **  *  *  *d< * , t  *  **  *  *  *  * r (  **  *r (  *  **  **  *  *  **  *  *  *  *  *  *

GREGARIUS BIPEDATUS sp. nov.

An erect ,  decumbent,  or  occasional ly  prostrate perennial  150-180 (-200) crn.  Lateral  and
basal branches in opposite pairs, geniculate, digitate at apex. Capitulum pale or dark,
spheroid or ovoid, +dense, long pilose above at first, often becoming glabrescent at
matur i ty ,  then hispid below. Dioecious.  Fl .  l -12.  Juveni le specimens glabrous and highly
raucous.

Nat ive and introduced. A cosmopol i tan weed f rom sea- level  to mountain peak.  Local ly
abundant.  I ts  presence is  made obvious by the rapid pol lut ion of  the habi tat ,

BRIAN WURZELL, 47 Rosrrevor Avenue, Totrenham, LONDON Nl5 6LA
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WILD PLANTS AND THE LAW

The Nature Conservancy Counci l  have submit ted to the Government,  their  recommendat ions
for changes to Schedule 8 of the Wildlife and Cogn!1p!5!e Act; this lists the very rare
plants which have been given specET-ffiectlon.

No species have been recommended for removal, but 3l have been recommended for
addition to the Schedule.

tutunl' of these species occur at only one site, so that loss of that would mean
ext inct ion.  These are indicated by an aster isk (+)  in the table below.

The following categories of species were considered in drawing up the list :
l .  Red Data Eook species
2. Endangered and Vulnerable species
3. Endemics (Epipactis youngiana, Rhynchosinapis wrightii)
4.  Rapidly decl in ing species
5.  Species in a part icular ly  threatened habi tat
6. Species threatened in Europe
7. Single s i te species
8. Any other suggested species

List of species recommended for addition to the Schedule

Adde r r s - t ongue ,  Leas t
Cabbage ,  Lundy

Co t t ong rass ,  S lende r
C rocus ,  Sand
Cudweed, Red-Lipped
Fleabane, Alp ine
Fleabane, Smal1
Gen t i an ,  F r i nged
C o r n a a A o .  l r t r - 1  a a v a A

Goose foo t ,  S t i nk i ng
Grass-poly
Hawk ' s -bea rd ,  S t i nk i ng
He l l ebo r i ne ,  Young ' s
Ho rse ta i l ,  B ranched
Hound rs - t ongue ,  G reen
Marshwor t ,  C reep ing
M i l k -pa rs1ey ,  Cambr i dge
Na iad ,  Ho11y - l eaved
Penny royal
Pigmyweed
Ragwor t ,  Fen
Ramp ing - f um l t o r y ,  Ma r t i n ' s
ResLharrow, Smal1
Rock -c ress ,  A lp i ne
Rock -c ress ,  B r i s t o l
Speedwe l l ,  F i nge red
( r a r - n f  R a t h  l  o h o m  F a r l, - - , . - - . . - , . . ,  - - .  l y
S t o n e w o r t ,  F o x t a i l
S t r a p w o r t
V i p e r  t  s - g r a s s

Ophioglossum lusi tanicum
*Rhynchos inap i s  w r i  gh t  i  i
*Homogyne alpina

Eriophorun gracile
*Romulea columnae

Fi lago lutescens
Er igeron boreal is
Pul icar ia vulgar is

*Gent ianel la c i f iata
Teucr ium botrys

+Chenopodium vulvar ia
Lythrum hyssopi fo l ia
C rep i s  f oe t i da  ( see  be lov )

*Epipact is  youngiana
*EquiseLum ramosissimum

Cynoglossum germanicum
A n i  r r m  r e n p n q

Sel inum carv i fo l ia
Najas mar ina
Mentha pulegium

*Crassula aquat ica
*Senecio paludosus
+Fumaria mart in i i

Ononis recl inata
* A - ^ L :  ^  ^ 1  ^ i  ^ ^' n r a u a s  d f P r i l d

Arab i s  s t r i c t a
*Veronica t r iphyl los
*Gagea bohemica

l-amprothamnium papulosum (see below)
*Corr ig io la 1 l toral is
*Scorzonera humi l is

Crepis foet ida,  Dungeness may be ext inct .  Despi te many searches,  Ro Fi tzgerald and helpers
have been unable to f ind i t .  Anyone want ing to spend a pleasant day out  on the SE coast ,
p lease do sol
Lamprothamnium papulosum - a stonewort found in brackish lagoons, The nearest werve got
schedul ing a lower p lant ;  i ts  habi tat  is  threatened!

I  would l ike to thank al l  BSBI members who provided informat ion.

LYNNE FARRELL, NCC, Northminster  House, PETERBOROUGH PEI IUA
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CERASTIUM BIEBERSTEINII AND SAXIFRAGA x GzuM -
DO THEY OCCUR IN THE BRITISH ISLES?

The above two have both been f requent ly recorded as natural ized escapes,  but  a l l  the
mater ia l  so-named examined by me has turned out  to be wrongly determined. However,  I  have
not yet  seen enough mater ia l  to ser iously doubt their  occurrence,  and the purpose of  th is
note is  to ask members to send l ive or  pressed mater ia l  that  might  ver i fy  the records.

Cerast ium tomentosum is an extremely var iable species,  and the specirnens label led as
C. b ieberstein i i  (and other species)  that  we have seen have turned out  to be the former,
My col league, Mohammed Khalaf ,  te l ls  me that  leaf  d i f ferences are not  very re l iable,  and
for  certa in determinat ion inf lorescences,  preferably wi th r ipe capsules,  are required.

Saxifraga x geum (S hirsuta x S. umbrosa) has been misidentified both because of its
s imi lar i ty  to other re lated taxa (especia l ly  i ts  two parents and S.  x urbium, London
Pride) and because the name S geum was for  long misappl ied to S.  h i rsuta.  The plant
recent ly  recorded f rom Mid Ebudes in Watsonia 16:  444 is  in my opin ion (and that  of  my
coi league Richard Gornal l )  S.  h i rsuta (specirnen in E seen).  David Webb te l ls  me that  he
has never seen a wi ld specimen of  S.  x geum from the Br i t ish Is les,  and very rarely one in
cul t ivat ion.  One ster i le leaf  roset te would be suf f ic ient .

Postage wi l l  be gladly refunded, and specimens returned,  i f  requested,

CLTVE S' |ACE, Dept.  of  Botany,  Univers i ry of  Leicester ,  Univers i ty  Road, LEICESTER
I -E I  TR I I

"GAREY RODDAGAGH', OR T}OC MYRTLE ON A HEDGE!

P.M.C. Kermode rvas norninal ly  a lawyer but  found a bet ter- f i t t ing hole as f i rs t  curator  of
the Manx Museum a century ago.  We are current ly  on lVlark 5,  not  for  nothing is  the nat ional
mo t t o  l T raa  dy  l i aooy r ' ,  o r r t ime  enough ' .  He  had  a  coun t r yman rs  i n t e res t  i n  p l an t s  and
his notes for  a possib le Manx Flora surv ive in the archives,

I  was checking through these to see i f  they would suggest  any s i tes of  interest  that
were not  current iy  known and was surpr ised to f ind under Bog Myrt le Myr ica gale,  for  which
he had noted an unusual  vers ion of  i ts  lv{anx name in Ruthagagh, instead of  the usual
Roddagagh, an entry for  Bel fast  curragh in Andreas and a record that  i t  was showing leaf
buds on l9th January,  1888, in "Garey meadows, Andrea.s ' r .

ln the Is le of  Man the plant  is  only abundant in the wi l low carr  known as the Bal laugh
Curraghs,  wi th a few patches in the centra l  val ley wet lands and scat tered plants at
Berragh and the Gui lcagh.  There is  another l880ts record f rom a boggy streamside north of
Bal lasal la,  lv la lew, but  the Andreas local i ty  seemed to be unknown, One of  the Museum
trustees,  l t { r  F.J.  Radcl i f fe,  had been working on Manx placenames in the north of  the
Is land and I  asked i f  he knew where i t  lay.

I - le d id not  but  short ly  before his death he was ta lk ing to a member of  h is Manx c lass,  a
Radcl i f fe of  Bal layockey,  whose response was that  there was nothing lef t  of  Bel fast
curragh but  there was a f ie ld on Bal layockey cal led "Carey Roddagagh" and the Bog Myrt le
was'r there on the hedge yetr ' .  Unfor tunately F.J,  Radcl i f fe d ied before we could v is i t  the
place.  Al though the habi tat  seemed improbable,  Miss M, Devereau and I  duly went to the
farm and were led to the sod hedge and there was the Bog Myrt le.  I ts  s i te l ies between the
Carey and Bel fast  farms and i t  is  presumably a last  re l ic  of  a once more extensive patch.

This note is  of fered as an indicat ion that  seemingly improbable reports can be correct
-  Bog Myrt le on a hedge! -  that  mul t i -d isc ip l inary research is  worthwhi le and as thanks to
Messe rs  Radc l i f f e  w i t hou t  whose  he lp  t he rnewrs i t e  wou ld  neve r  have  been  re found .

LAIICH S. CARRAD, Manx Museum, DOUGLAS, Is le of  Man

* *+ * * *+ * * * * * * *+ * * * * *+ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THALICTRUM ALPINUM L. IN CRAVEN, YORKSHIRE?

Whi le curat ing the Gal ium col lect ions in the herbar ium of  the Br i t ish Museum (Natural
History)  in 1979 I  d iscovered a sheet in l {erb.  Boswel l -Syme consist ing of  two col lect ions
f i led as G. sterner i  F-hrend. ,  the lower of  which was col lected by John Tatham on'rRocks
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above Settlert in July 1841. This collection is mixed; it consists of twelve pieces of G.
sterneri, one piece of G. cruciata (L.) Scop. and two plants of Thalictrum alpinum L.
These I determined thinking nothing of it as I knew the plant well in Teesdale.

Earlier this year (1987) when referring to Leesr The Flora of West Yol\glllg (1888), I
found the following entry:

'r[Thalictrum alpinum L. Error
[64] Top. Bot. Giggleswick Scar; Gordale, etc.; Winch, add. N.B.G. (1835). Winch

surely intended T. montanum; and Watson mis-referred the NlS. additions copied from an
interlined Flora Britannica lent him by l\,1r. lVinch (vide p. 5 N.B.C.).]f.

After reading this I went back to the herbarium and extracted the sheet. The specimens
were presumably all mounted by Boswell-Syme or his amanuensis, the Thalictrum plants are
surrounded by the Galium specimens forming a single unit and so presumably collected
together.

Winchrs copy of  Smithrs Flora l l r i tannica in the l ibrary of  the Linnean Society of
London contains an annotati6i-T-or f atpinum in Yorkshire reading "Giggleswick Scar,
Richardsons Scar, Goredale Yks.". There are other annotations for the plant, which make it
plain that Winch knew T. alpinum L. and distinguished it from forms of T. minus From
examining these entries it seems probable that Leesr conclusion (see above) is erroneous
and that Winch did know the Dlant in Craven.

Although the evidence is nbt conclusive, the strong suggestion is that both Winch and
Tatham knew T.  a lp inum in the l i r restone hi l ls  above Sett le dur ing the ear ly part  of  the
l9th century. Although the species occurs in Snowdonia, this record, if correcc, would
indicate a considerable southern extension of  i t 's  range in England.

The plant should be looked for in flushed areas and by streams on the limestone "above
Set t  le" .

J.M. MULLIN, Dept.  of  Botany,  Br i t ish Museum (Natural  History) ,  Cromwel l  Road, LONDON
S!V7 5BD

*  * * *  *  *  *  * *  *  *  * *  *  * * * *  *  *  * *  * *++ *  *  *  * *+  * : t  {<* ,F  * *  *

THE LONDON GROUNDWORT

Senecio x londinensis Lousley is a spontaneous cross between the Sticky Groundsel,
S. viscosus L., and the Oxford Ragwort, S. squalldus L., and, like many hybrids involving
common urban weeds,  tends to turn up as of ten as we care to look for  i t .  Any warm stony
or gravel ly  habi tat  known to support  the parent  species in numbers for  at  least  two years
is l ikely to produce at  least  one specimen.

The most i inmediately not iceable hybr id features are i ts  st icky texture,  widely
spreading rather f lexuous branches,  and intermediate ray- f lorets.  I t  is  h ighly ster i le
(Stace 1975),  the rnature capi tu la dying wi th seedless pappus remaining t ight ly  at tached.
Like S squal idug f lower ing may cont inue unt i l  Chr ist rnas i f  there is  no f rost ,  and the
plant  can overwinter .

Or ig inal ly  descr ibed f rom London (Lousley 1946),  i t  s t i l l  occurs regular ly  here on
rai lway bal last ,  hoggin pathways and rubble;  a lso in sun-baked concrete crevices such as
old cracked tennis-courts.  Last  year,  wi th s l ight  tongue- in-cheek,  I  coined the vernacular
name "London Groundwort t t .  but  i t  seems to have caught on!

References
LOUSLEY, J.E. (1946). A new hybrid Senecio from the London area. Rep. botl Soc. & Exch.

Club l2:  869-874. (Fig.)
STACE, C.A. (1975).  Hvbr id izat ion and the Flora of  the Br i t ish Is les,  p.407.  Academic

Press, London.

BRIAN TVURZELL, 47 Rostrevor Avenue, Tot tenham, LONDON Nl5 6LA

* + *  * * * * { . +  *  * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * + , 1 . + * * * t *  * * +
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MORE ON HYBRID BLUEBELIS

Mr Pagers interest ing key to _Bluebel ls  (Page 1987) could perhaps be supplemented by
reference to the at tachment of  the stamens (see Bond 1976).

Hyacinthoides hispanica H. non-scripta H. hispanica x
H. non-scr ipta

Outer f i laments inserted Outer f i laments lnserted A11 stamens inserted
be low  rn i dd le  o f  pe r i an th  j us t  above  m ldd le  o f  f a l r l y  c l ose  t oge the r

per ianth near the middle of  the
pe r i  an th  i  n  many  hyb r  i  d
p l an t s

The hybr id is  common in the wi ld,  presumably as a garden escape, in th is area.  The colour
is nortnal ly  a paler  b lue than that  of  the Engl ish Bluebel l .

Reference
Bond, T.E.T.  (1976).  Length and insert ion of  the f i laments in Endymion.  Watsonia l l :

141-142.
Page, K.W. (1987).  Hybr id Bluebel ls .  BSBI News 46:  9.

Miss I .F.  GRAVESTOCK,8 Cranleigh Gardens,  Stoke Bishop, BRISTOL BS8 IHD

* >r r(,t( * * * * * * * * * * * * *,* +,t * * * {.,t *,t,t *,k * * * * * * * * * *

CAUTIONARY TALE II

The t ransplant ing of  rnore ordinary p lants than Pr imula scot ica (see BSBI News 46:  l3-16
(1987))  can cause perhaps worse confusion,  as i t  causes less exci ternent  and is  therefore
less l ikely to corre to l ight .  Polyst ichum aculeatum is known frorn only about ten s i tes in
Cardiganshire and is  conspicuously absent f ro in the northern part  of  the county.  In 1975 a
local  botanist ,  having a plant  of  i t  of  unknown or ig in in h is garden, t ransplanted i t  to
the long-overgrown si te of  a t r ia l  copper-mine in a Fraxinus-dominated area of  woodland,
rvith abundant Mercurialis perennis, in the Ynys-hir RSPB Reserve. As County Recorder I
have received no less than three separate records of  th is one plant  f rorn observant
v is i tors ( i t  is  beside the lnain path round the Reserve),  none of  whoin doubted i ts
nat iveness as i t  is  growing in exact ly  the r ight  habi tat  for  the species in the only
base-r ich s i te on the Reserve.  I f  I  had not  accidental ly  learnt  that  i t  was an
introduct ion I  would have accepted th is record as an interest ing extension of  i ts  range,
In so far  as i t  is  pract icable,  such introduct ions should always be noted by the County
Recorder in his files.

ARTHUR O. CHATER, Dept.  of  Botany,  Br i t ish Museum (Nat.  Hist . ) ,  Cromwel l  Road, LONDON
SW7 sBD

* * ** ** * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * + ** *)t * * * * + * * * * * r< ** *

CAUTIONARY TALE III

The Edi tor 's  'Caut ionary Taler  in BSBI News 46,  concerning nat ive rare species
del iberately int roduced to new local i t ies,  prompts a note about research in lvhich I  have
part ic ipated.  I t  d i f fers f rorn the Edi tor 's  examples in being planned research,  wi th
recorded numbers of  int roduced plants/seeds,  not i f ied at  the outset  in BSBI Proceedings
(1 ,  562 ,  1955 ) ;  t he  ea r l y  r esu l t s  we re  ou t l i ned  a t  a  BSB I  mee t i ng  i n  t g60 ;  ana  t l r e  g r i a
squares of  the ar t i f ic ia l  species-occurrences rvere reported to the Biological  Records
Centre.  The local i t ies,  however,  Inear Br isto l t ,  were not  speci f ied by narne.  By norv th is
can be done wi th negl ig ib le r isk to the invest igat ions.  Their  object ive was to gain
possib le informat ion re lat ing to the restr ic ted Br i t ish occurrence of  the species.

Seven rare species, listed below, of the Avon Gorge or Mendip limestone were planted
and sown in 1955 in two Carboni ferous Limestone local i t ies previously lacking al l  of  these
species.  The s i tes,  c.18 and l3km ( l l  and 8 mi les)  S.W. of  Br isto l ,  are respect ively in
Burr ington Combe (Mendip)  and Gobl in Combe (near the v i l lage of  Cleeve). ' Ihe lat ter  s i te
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is now in the care of  the Avon Wi ld l i fe Trust .
The fo l lowing table shows the numbers of  :

Root ings successful ly  p lanted in 1955, i .e.  excluding in i t ia l  fa i lures.
Seeds sown in 1955 -  pressed l ight ly  onto soi l .
Plants found in 1987; t0 '  means unobserved,  not  guaranteed absent.

BIJRRINGTON COMBE
P l a n t s  S e e d s  P l a n r s
roo ted  sown found
1955 1955 t9B7

Arabis str ic ta 2 24 0
Aster linosyris 4 40 2
Geraniun sanguineun 3 40 2
Helianthenun apenninum 3 40 0
Koeleria vallesiana 6 40 0
Trinia glauca 6 40 0
Veronica spicata 6 70 0

C,OBLIN COMBE
Plants Seeds Plants
rooLed sown found
1955 1955 1987

3 7 0 0
s 4 0 0
4 4 5
2 4 0
6 4 0

12
10
2

6 40 >2500
5 7 0 6

The 1987 observat ions might  have over looked a few plants and there wi l l  be re- inspect ion
soon. At Goblin Combe Aster linosyris, unobserved in 1987, was seen at solre time during
1 980-82.

A much later  supplement to these exper iments was added at  a considerably h igher
al t i tude of  c.  253m (830f t )  at  Ubley 'vVarren,  Charterhouse-on-Mendip,  lJere in 1977 root ings
were planted of  three of  the species;  the planted numbers given exclude in i t ia l  fa i lures:
Aster linosyris, 8; Helianthemum apenninum, 15; Trinia glauca, 27. No plants of these
species now exist  at  th is s i te.

Further detai ls  and discussion would be too lengthy for  inc lusion in th is note.

J.F.  HOPE-SIIvIPSON, Departrnenr of  Botany,  The Univers i ry,  BRISTOL BS8 IUG

* * * * * * + * * * * * {. * {< :} r( * * * * * * * * * {< * * r< * * {. * * * * rt * *

LIT'TLE AND LARGE

I have found i t  a very common occurrence to corne across plants way outs ide the growth
ranges given in the 1962 edi t ion of  Clapharn Tut in and Warburgrs Flora of  the Br i t ish
Is les,  Sotnet imes there are large areas of  countryside which contain few plants of  a g iven
species wi th in the maximal  or  minimal  heights,  even when bracketed f igures are included to
show extremes.

A few exarnples wi l l  serve to i l lustrate th is;  they are set  out  below in a standard
for ln at.

Species : Chamaenerion angustifolium (L.) Scop. ILosebay 'rVillow-herb, Fireweed.

Height limits (according to C.T.W. (1962) and Geography : 30-l20cm; throughout the British
I s l es ;  Eu ras ia  &  No r th  A rne r i ca .

Actual heights of extreme specinens, and date : Two plants, measured from ground level to
topmost f lower buds,  both just  over 300cm high by l /9/87,  (See photo p.  24)

Map Reference,  Si te and Habi tat :  V.c.7 (N.  Wi l ts . ) ,  SU/151676. Locker idge,  near
lv{ar lborough. Gent le north- facing s lope,  north of  West Woods,  on chalk.  Paddock revert ing
to scrub and wood, most ly  wi ld wi th Engl ish Elm suckers,  Ash and Elder ta i t ing over f rom
grass,  net t les and hogweed; the ta l lest  Fi reweed plants supported by two broom shrubs,
grown from seed f ro in previously int roduced plants (despi te the chalk soi l ! ) .

Heights of other members of same population : 500 or more stems, rnore than half of which
were over 240cm ( twice the stated rnaximurn in C.T.W.) .  There are other patches of  the san
species in the local i ty  wi th most p lants 150-200cm high by late August .

Comment :  Al though Fireweed populat ions in N,E. Wi l ts .  occasional ly  contain p lants wi th in
the 30- l20crn range, a dr ive through Savernake Forest  in late August  or  ear ly September
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reveals that local races are mostly much bigger. Even when the topmost flowers are in bud,
patches with many or even most plants 2 or more metres high are conspicuous, especially
between the road verges and woodland edges. Other species of Epilobium also grow higher
than C.T.W. al lows.

Fireweed at  over 3 metres high.  Photo J.  Ol iver .

Species : a) Polycarpon tetraphyllum (L.) L. Four-leaved All-seed.
b) Radiola linoides Roth. All-seed; Flax-seed.

Height limits (according to C.T.W., (1962) and Geography: a) 5-l5cm; rare, only in SW
Bri ta in (common in Is les of  Sci l ly) ;  Eurasia Afr ica,  Austra l ia,  S.  America.

b)  1.5-8cm; Br i ta in;  lv ledi terranean,
Eurasia,  t ropical  Afr ican Mountains,  Madeira,  Tener i fe.

Actual heights of extreme specimenq and date : a) & b) Several plants only 8mm high, from
ground to topmost f ru i t ing capsule,  wi th heal thy seeds.  Some of  these plants,  of  both
species, were reduced to one fruiting capsule.

Map Reference, Site and Habitat : V.c. I (lsles of Scilly) a) Tollrs Island, E. of St
Maryrs (SV/932119);  b)  White Is land,  N.  of  St  Mart inrs (SV/522177).  Windswept th in soi l ,
over granite, with low coastal red fescue and other short-turf flowering plants, lichens &
mosses.
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Heights of other members of same population : In the exposed areas few specimens of (a
reached 3cm, or  of  b)  reached l ,Scm, Towards the shel ter  of  bracken, some plants reached
the lower parts of  the permit ted C.T.W. range,

Comment : In the short turf of Western coastal areas, many flowering plants are so tiny
that they are very difficult to identify. The Rosebay Willow-herbs described above were
375 t imes the height  of  theserAl l -seedsr.  Standard Floras are unhelpful ,  or  the keys are
actual ly  rp is leading and wrong when one at tempts to ident i fy  unfami l iar  minute f lower ing
plants growing on wind-exposed Western coasts.  In these s icuat ions,  certa in f lower ing
plants, such as these rAll-seedsr are no bigger than small mosses; on such sites, and over
large areas,  th is is  the ru le,  not  the except ional  stunt ing of  the occasional  indiv idual
exposed plant.

JACK OLIVER, High View, Rhyls Lane, LOCKERIDCE, nr  Mar lborough, Wi l ts .  SN8 4ED

[Perhaps other mernbers can supply fur ther examples not  covered by the 3rd edi t ion of
c.T.M. Ed, l

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *++* * *+ * * * *

CABBAGE PATCH - III

PARALLEIS BETWEEN A PAIR OF CASUAL CABBAGES
OR

DUAL CABBAGE-WAYS

Brassica juncea (L.) Czern. & Coss. (Sinapis juncea L.) can hardly be described as an
exci t ing plant ,  I t  is  a yel low cruci fer  which looks l ike every other yel low cruci fer .  I t
occurs in second-rate habi tats such as docks,  waste-ground, t ips and in b i rd-seed. I ts
common names -  brown, Chinese and Indian mustard -  aren' t  part icular ly  inspir ing.  However,
as i t  is  the major  const i tuent  of  commercia l  mustard along wi th Sinapis a lba,  i t  does
raise the occasional  eyebrowl

Brassica juncea has put  in regular  though unpredictable appearances in Br i ta in for  many
years,  but  has yet  to be seen in I re land (h int ,  h int?) .  I 've seen post-1950 records for
v.cfs 3/4,  5/6,  14,  15/16,  17-22,  25,  27-30,  32-34,  39,  53-57,  60-64,  69,  70,  77,  90,  95
and 96,  and there are many more pre-1950 records.  [ t  a lso occurs widely around the wor ld
as an escape f rom cul t ivat ion and as a weed, In China and India where i t  is  grown as a
vegetable and as an oi l  crop there are many cul t ivars,  the leaf-shape being part icular ly
polymorphic.

I t  is  bel ieved to be an al lotetraplo id (2n=4x=36) der ived f rom a Brassica nigra (2n=16)
x B.  rapa (2n=20) cross,  but  you'd never guess because i t  doesn' t  look l ike ei ther.
Instead,  i t  is  much more s imi lar  to facets of  the horr i f ical ly  var iable Sinapis arvensis,
or to another casual cabbage, Brassica carinata A. Braun (B. integrifolia (West) O.E.
Schulz sensu C.T.  & W.,  B.  integr i fo l ia (West)  O.E. Schulz var.  car inata (A.  Braun) O.E.
Schulz) .

Brassica car inata canno! be descr ibed as exci t ing ei ther,  though i ts  colnmon narnes -

Abyssin ian mustard and Ethiopian rape -  have a t ropical  f lavour.  I t  is  grown as a crop in
East  Afr ica and is  being tested for  seed oi l  potent ia l  in America,  but  has yet  to become
widely establ ished anywhere.  In Br i ta in there are only a few records for  v,c. rs 18 and 21,
where i t  occurs in s imi lar  p laces to B,  juncea. L ike that  species i t  is  bel ieved to be an
al lotetraplo id (2n=4x=f,11,  th is t ime der ived f rom a Brassica nigra (2n=16) x B.  o leracea
(2n=18) hybr id,  and once again,  looks l ike nei ther,  There the paral le ls end,  because i t
isn ' t  used in mustard.

To give you a taste of what to look for, characters separating Brassica carinata, B.
juncea and Sinapis arvensis are given on the table, and drawings in fig. I (see p. 26). Be
warned, Sinapis arvensis is very variable. Fresh material is much easier to get your teeth
into than dr ied.

Er ic Clement has pointed out  that  the photograph No.94l  in R.  Phi l l ips 'Wi ld Flowers
of Britain (1977) is probably Brassica juncea and not Erysimum cheiranthoides as labelled.

I look forward to more records with relish! Many thanks to Eric Clement for his help
wi th records and detai ls .

25



Recorders and Recording

Fig. l. Lower and upper stem leaves, flowers and fruits of a) Sinapis arvensiq
b) Brassica juncea, c) Brassica carinata.

w
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Recorders  and Record ing  /  Notes  and Ar t i c les

Distingulshing characters based on cultivated material and Brit ish specimens

Sinap is  a rvens is  Brass ica  juncea Brass ica  car ina ta

P l a n t  C o a r s e  w i t h  s p r e a d -  S l e n d e r  w i t h  e r e c i  i l u : k r  w t : : :  e r e : :

i n g  b r a n c h e s ,  d a r k  b r a n c h e s ,  l i g h t  b : : 1 : 1 . ! e s ,  i 1 - : : t : t : s ,
g r e e n ,  c o a r s e l y  g r e e n  ( s o n e t i r e s  r : l e r : : l : ' - ' l l s : ,

h a i r y  t o  s l i g h t l r  g l r l L t c o u - . \ ,  ' : l l l ' : r u s

g l a b r e s c e n t  q l : b r o u s  o r  s f - t f s e -
1 v  h a i r r  b e l o w

L a t e r a l  l o b e s  0 - 4  p a i r s
of  lover leaves

l -  I  n . r i  r s i - 1  r . r r r

I n f l o rescence  C rowded ,  f l owe rs  Lax  t o  c ro r vde . l ,  1 r r ,  buds  t r ve r -
equa l l i ng  o r  ove r -  f l owe rs  equa l l i ng  t opp ing  f l owe rs
topp ing  buds  o r  ove r t opp ing

buds

F resh  sepa l s  ( 4 ,5 )5 -7m 1ong ,  4 .6 -7m 1ong ,  7 -10m 1ong ,  he ld
he ld  a t  an  ang le  he ld  a t  an  ang le  a t  an  ang le  o f
o f  ( 40 )60 -150  deg .  o f  20 -70  deg .  0 -30  deg .

F resh  pe ta l s  ( 7 .5 )8 -17mm long ,  9 - l 4mm long ,  13 -17m 1ong ,
ye1low yel1ow Pale Yel1ow

Va l ves  o f  3 -7  s t r ong  ve ins ,  I  s t r ong  cen t ra l  I  s t r ong  cen t ra l
dr ied f ru i t  the mid-vein only vei .n + f ine weak vein + f ine weak

s l i gh t l y  s t r onge r  l a t e ra l s  l a t e ra l s

Beak  o f  f r u i t *  7 -16mn  l ong  (4 )5 -9 (12 )m  2 .5 -6 (7 )mm long ,
0 -1  seeded  l ong ,  s t e r i l e  s t e r i l e

*  measured f rom top of  valve to t ip of  pers istent  scyle

TIM RICH, Biological Records Centre, lvlonks lVood Experimental Station, Abbots Ripton,
HUNTINGDON, Cambs PEIT 2LS

* * * { < * * , F * * + * + * , t * * + * * i . * * * * * * * { . *  * * * * { < * * * * * * * 1 . * : t ( * * * * * * * { . { . * * + * * * * * { < * { . + * * * * { . * + * * { < , } *  N . * +

NOTES AND ARTICLES

WILDLEAF

I'Wildlifelr! Oh yeah? And what on earth
Is that ,  when lurked wi th in i ts  la i r?
Some feral beast endowed since birth
With feathers,  f ins,  sof t  fur ,  or  hair?

Nay,  shame, thou hal f - t ruth-mongers,  b low
Away such biased broadcasts, please.
Wild PLANTS are rrwildlife", too, you know,
From lowly moss to lof ty  t rees!

BRIAN WURZELL, 47 Rostrevor Avenue, Tottenham, LONDON Nls 6LA

* ****+,1.  t*  *  ***  **  **  + +** **  **  *+, f  *****  { .*  **  **+
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THE INTRODUCTION OF EXOTIC TREES INTO BRITAIN

[From an interesting list of dates on which some of our exotic trees were introduced into
Sritain sent by Victoria Hallett (BSBI Referee for Coniferopsida) and Alan Mitchell, VMH,
the following examples have been abstracted; they are listed in chronological order of
introduction. Ed.l

Species
Cupressus senpervirens
Picea abies
Abies alba
Lar ix decidua
Cedrus l ibani
Taxodiun dist ichun
Juniperus v i rg in iana
Pinus cembra
Ginkgo bi loba
Pinus nigra var.  mar i t i rna
Taxodium ascendens
P i n u s  n j  g r a  v n r .  c a r m a n i c a
Arauca r i a  a raucana
Pseudo tsuga  menz ies i i
Ab ies  p roce ra
P i cea  s i t chens i s
Cedrus deodara
P i n u s  n i g r a  v a r .  n i g r a
Cup ressus  nac roca rpa
Sequoi .a sempervi rens
Cryptomeria japonica
Tsuga heterophyl la
Chamaecypa r i  s  noo t ka t cns i  s
Chamaecypar is lawsoniana
Sequoiadendron giganteum

Lar ix kaempfer i
Thu.ja plicata
Metasequoia glyptostroboides

laburnun anagyroides
Robinia pseudoacacia

Aesculus hippocastanum
Lir iodendron tu l ip i fera
Prunus laurocerasus

Ai lanthus al t iss ina
EucalypLus gunni i  ( type)
Davidia involucrata

@NIFEROPSIDA

Origin
Medi terranean
Europe
C. Europe
C. Europe
l,ebanon
Virgin ia
E .N .  USA
C.  Eu rope
China
Corsica
S .  USA
Crimea
Ch i  1e
W . N .  U S A
N.I .J,  I ]SA
W . N .  U S A
l,J.  l l i  malayas
0 .  F l u rope
C a l  i  f o r n i a
W.  { ]SA
Ch  i  na / . l apan
W .  \ .  I ] S A
N . W .  I I S A
( l a l i f o rn i a
( l a1 i  f  o rn i  a

.Japan
i / . r i .  usA
Ch ina

ANGIOSPERMAE

l ' n n c t r n r i  n n n l  o

N .  C h i n a

Aust ra l  1a
C . W .  C h i n a

Discovered

1610 ,  
_W.  

S t rachy

1780, Dendar iarena
1792, A.  Menzies
1825 ,  D .  Doug las
1792 ,  

_4 .  
Menz ies

1795 ,  A .  Menz ies
1692, Kaempfer

7791 ,  A .  Menz ies
1851 ,  Je f f r ey?
1841 ,  B idw i l l
1852 ,  Dowd .
1712 ,  Kaemp fe r
c . 1 7 9 0 ,  N d e
1941 ,  T .  Wang

Intao.  to F.unae
in  1601  by  J .Rob in
7576, D.  von Ungnad

157 6

d  . L n c a r v l t r e

1840, Slr  J .  Hooker
1869, Pere David

InLroduct ion
c . 1 5 0 0
pre 1548
c . 1 6 0 3
pre 1629
1639, Pocock
f640,  J.  Tradescant
c . 1 6 5 0 ,  E v e l y n
!746,  Dt tue of  Argyl l
c .  1754
7159
1789
1790
1 .795 ,  A .  Menz ies
7827, D.  Douglas
1830 ,  D .  Doug las
1831 ,  D .  Doug las
1831 ,  Hon .  Me l v i l l e
1835, Lawson
1838, to Lamber l :
1843 ,  D r  F i sche r
1845, Fortune
1851 ,  J .  Je f f r ey
1851 ,  J .  Je f f r ey
1854 ,  A .  Mu r ray

1853 ,  J .D .  Ma t t hew
1 8 6 1 ,  J . G .  V e i t c h
1853 ,  W,  Lobb
1948, Hsueh v ia

A rno ld  A rb .

' I  
5 O 6  T  T r a r l o e e  a n r

c .  1605
c . 1 6 1 5
1 a / . 4  T  T - ^ i ^ ^ ^ ^ - +

1 6 7 L  C n r n r c e c  n f

Arundel
I 75 I ,  P .  Co l l i n son
c .  1849
1899 -1902 ,  W i l son

to Vei tch

Any member who would l ike a copy of  the extended l is t  or  fur ther informat ion on any
part icular  species should contact  the author,  enclosing a large s.a.e.

VICTORIA IIALLETT, Green Scene, l8 Burnt Hill Way, Boundstone, FARNHAM' Surrey
GUIO  4RP

* *  * *  *  * *  *  t *  *  * *  *  * *  * *  *  * *  * *  *+  * *  *  * *  f  *  * * , t *  *  * *  *
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STACHYS GERMANICA L IN AN OXFORDSHIRE GARDEN

On 3rd August  1987, an Oxfordshire lady te lephoned me to say that  a wi ld p lant  which had
been growing in her garden for several years looked very like the illustration of the
Downy Woundwort (Stachys germanica) in The Concise British Flora in Colour (W. Keble
Mart in,  1965),  and could I  p lease come and take a look at  i t .

On arrival at her home that evening, I was shown not Stachys lanata, as I had
suspected, but, to my great surprise and delight, several very fine stands of Stachys
germanica, towering above garden flowers in a south-facing border. Two smaller plants were
growing, incongruously, in a large ornamental urn among pansies and nasturtiums; and
another, over 2ft (6lcm) tall, was rooted in the soil of a disused flower-pot in the
greenhousel

In conversat ion af terwards,  I  was to ld that  on moving into their  newly-bui l t  house some
years ago, Mr & Mrs X found that the builders had rernoved all the top-soil from the garden
area, leaving a sub-soil composed mainly of clay. In order to make good this loss, many
tons of  soi l  and sand were imported,  l t  was exci t ing to learn that  the soi l  used to create
the flower borders had been brought in from land, at that time recently opened up, within
what may be termed rclassic Stachys germanica countryr. iVIr & Mrs X always believed that
the seeds came in wi th the soi l ;  and th is being undoubtedly the case,  the present p lants
will have originated from wild stock and represent a valuable source of native seed.

Mr & Mrs X are del ighted to have th is rar i ty  in their  garden, and are to be
congratulated for  responding to i ts  arr ival  wi th such awareness and responsibi l i ty ,  in
spi te of  their  uncerta inty about i ts  t rue ident i ty .  They wi l l  cont inue to care for  i t ,  and
have k indly g iven permission for  regular  v is i ts  to be nade to the plants for  study and
recording purposes.

In view of the theft of Stachys germanica seeds from Site X elsewhere in the county
(see the wr i ter ts Short  Note in lvatsonia 16(4):  430-431 (1987)) ,  and rhe necessi ty ro
safeguard th is garden s i te,  and the fami lyrs pr ivacy,  the locat ion is  being kept  st r ic t ly
conf ident ia l .

I wonder if Stachys germanica has accidentally found its way into other gardens in this
way?

Miss A.J.  DUNN, Flat  2,  Sandford Mount,  Char lbury,  OXFORD OX7 3TL

**,t * * * * * ** + **:f {. * * ** ** ** *)t * * * * ** * '} * *** * * *

SESELI VANDASII Hayek

Seseli vandasii Hayek is cited in Flora Europaea Vol II, p,334 as an example of obscure
taxa which might  be at t r ibutable co Sesel i .  I  spent  some cime in ear ly 1987 researching
the species, intending to look for it around Prilep, in Jugoslavian Macedonia, in late
August or September. As with all the most obscure Seseli species, it is not represented in
t he  ma jo r  B r i t i sh  he rba r i a .

The brief description in Flora Europaea is helpful. In particular, the dimensions of
the leaf- lobes suggest  that  the plant  occurs at  a modest  a l t i tude.  There is  a fu l ler
description in Hayekrs Prodromus Florae Peninsulae Balcanicae but, for information on the
whereabouts of S. vandasii you have to go to Feddes Repert., XXl, p.256 (1925). This
reveals that  Hayek made two v is i ts  to Mt.  Kozjak,  above Pletvar v i l lage near Pr i lep,  on
2nd and l2th August, 1923. 1923 was presumably a very early season in Macedonia.

On 26th August ,  1987, my wi fe and I ,  wi th two f r iends,  t ravel led to Pr i lep by car f rom
Ohrid, via Bitola. Much of the route is over recently-improved roads. Prilep itself is in
fairly level country but there are mountains just a few miles away in most directions.
They are all of dark or reddish rock except to the north-east, where Mt. Kozjak is
conspicuously white. Pletvar, by the major road to Skopje, is now largely deserted, quite
substantial houses standing empty, The main activity while we were there was the fetching
of firewood on strings of donkeys or small mules.

Directly above the village, on its north side, is the first foothill of Mt. Kozjak,
about 700 feet high. The first 200 feet has been semi-agricultural at some time but above
that level white limestone predominates, with patches of Hornbeam in the larger fissures.
I thought we might as well look in a crack in the first limestone clifflet, expecting S
vandasii to be several hours climb further on, but there were at leasC six plants on the
little cliff, with a scattering of small groups up to the top of the foothill. The two
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non-botanical  f r iends warmed to the task and counted at  least  one hundred plants in
f  lower,

The plant is without doubt a Seseli. As Hayek said in Feddes Repert., XXI, its nearest
relative is probably S, tomentosum Vis. The height is generally 12-18 inches, and the
plant  is  l i t t le  branched. The leaves are l -2- ternate,  wi th f i l i form lobes of  up to 80mm
length. The flowers are deep pink, there are no bracts and the bracteoles are free. More
than one stem may arise from long-established rhizomes, (I hope that this will never give
r ise to the naming of  a 'subsp.  mul t icaul isr) .  There were plenty of  stocks showing old,
dead stems. as well as green leaves, indicating that the species is perennial, but none of
the old stems that  we saw retained any f ru i ts .

Surpr is ingly,  uniquely in my exper ience,  no other umbel l i ferous plants whatsoever were
visible on the foothill occupied by this extremely local Seseli. The decline of the
village iras presumably reduced the threat from grazing or rock-clearance, but there is a
modest  amount of  quarry ing about a mi le to the west ,  in connect ion wi th nearby
road-improvement. My visit confirmed all that Hayek wrote about S. vandasli and that it
should receive full recognition as a member of the genus Seseli.

M. SOUTHAM, 72 Fareham Road, GOSPORT, Hants PO13 OAG

* *  * * *  * * *  *  *  *  * , t  { <  * *  { <  i . *  *  *  * *  *  *  r <  * *  * * *  * *  * *  + *  *  * *

OCCURRENCE OF AZOLLA MECASPORES IN PEAT-BASED GROWING MEDIUM

The exhibi t  on Azol la in Br i ta in at  the 1986 Annual  Exhibi t ion i leet ing by members of  Dr
Kei th Fowlerts team at  Portsmouth Polytechnic prompted me to put  the fo l lowing on record.
Some years ago,  rvhi le exarnin ing samples of  soi l  and other growing inedia associated wi th
imported plant  r rater ia l  for  cysts of  p lant-parasi t ic  nematodes at  the lv{ in ist ry of
Agr icul ture 's lJarpenden Laboratory,  on at  least  two occasions I  found unident i f ied objects
of  comparable s ize and general  shape to Heterodera cysts.  They were recovered wi th the
lat ter  and other organic debr is on the f i l ter  paper at  the f inal  stage of  the Fenwick
f lotat ion-extract ion process.  In both cases the mater ia l  or ig inated f rom the Nether lands
and the later  f inding rvas f ror l  peat-based compost accornpanying rose rootstocks.

The objectsr  ident i ty  baf f led col leagues in several  d isc ip l ines at  the I IAFF Laboratory
and Rot i ramsted Exper i rnentel  Stat ion -  we chr istened them rrn in i -acornsr f rorn their
appearance under the stereo-microscope! Eventual ly ,  however,  a Rotharnsted col league (Mr E.
Crrnerod) sent  sarnples to a contact  at  the Royal  Botanic Gardens,  I (ew rvhere they were
recognised by Dr Frances Davies (not  a fern specia l is t )  as inegaspores of  Azol la.  The
arrow-head shaped glochid iurn showing on one of  the SEl, {  micrographs gave her the c lue (see
p. 3 l ) .  Fossi l  or ig in seerned possib le because of  the high peat  content  of  the rnater ia l  in
which the structures were found; Godwin (1956) had recorded Azol la spore inater ia l  in
()uaternary deposi ts.  I {owever nei ther A.C. Jermy ( i l r i t ish Vuseurn (Natural  History))  nor
Kei th Fowler,  who;n I  consul ted,  saw reason to ru le out  recent  or ig in s ince Azol la spp.  are
cornlnon in the Nether lands (Pieterse et  a l .  1977lr ,  but  they knew of  no easy way to
dist inguish between recent (dr ied) and fossi l  specirnens.  Presence of  recent  Azol la spores
would pre-suppose contarninat ion f ro in l iv ing Azol la p lants of  e i ther the or ig inal  peat ,
stored growing inedium, or  p lants growing in the lat ter .  Water ing container-grolvn plants
fror l  a contaminated source,  for  exa:nple,  could be a means of  int roducing spores and hence
trade in sucl . r  p lants,  a rneans of  d ispersal  of  Azol la spp.

) lassulae ( in icrospore c lusters)  were found adher ing to some of  the rnegaspores;
in icroscopic exarninat ion showed that  the glochid ia were non-septate.  This feature and the
:uorphology of  t l re inegaspore apparatus agreed wi th descr ipt ions of  recent  and fossi l
mater ia l  of  A.  f i l icu lo ides Larn.  (Fowler .& Stennett -Wi l lson 1978; Pieterse et  a l"  1977;,
West 1953),  and Dr Fowler conf i r rned th is ident i f icat ion f ro;n the SEN{ in icrographs.  In my
inater ia l  the f loat  st ructures are al ;nost  invar iably covered by the pers istent  indusiu,n
whereas publ ished i l lustrat ions ( inc luding SEIV) f requent ly shorv the f loats exposed.

Peat (sphagnurn and fen) is  general ly  of  post-g lacia l  or ig in (Tansley 1939) whereas
reports of  fossi l  Azol la in Europe are f rorn interglacia l  or  ear l ier  deposi ts.  Azol la was
re- introduced into Europe (Nether lands) in 1880. On balance rny mater ia l  seelns most l ikely
to be recent ,  but  i f  anyone considers that  they could set t le the quest ion I  would be i rappy
to  send  t he rn  t he  l q rna in i ng  s i x  o r  so  ' negaspo re  spec i r nens .
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|,4egaspore apparatus of Azolla fillculoldes frorn peaty growing medium:
upper,  ent i re (x140);  lower,  detai l  (x610),  note detached glochid ium (arrowed) arnong
sporoderm f i larnents.  (SEM photos:  Rothamsted Exper imental  Stat ion)
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+* , * * * * * * * * *++* * * * * * *+ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *+ * *

A LOCAL HERBARruM FOR SALE

Maggs, the leading f i rm of  ant iquar ian booksel lers,  were advert is ing in their  Summer 1987
catalogue a smal l  herbar ium of  specimens mainly f rom the Cockermouth dist r ic t  of
Cumber land,  v.c.  70,  formed in 189l-1902 by a local  draper by the name of  W.H. Youdale.
Al though the col lect ion was stated to run to no more than 175 sheets,  the pr ice being
asked for  i t  was f ,130.  At  a lmost  a pound a sheet,  th is seems an incredib le valuat ion to
place on the handiwork of  an obscure local  col lector  which is  c lear ly very far  f rom fu l ly
representat ive of  the f lora of  the area concerned. Unless i t  is  qui te remarkable
considered purely as a work of art - which is not easy to believe (and which in any case
one would have expected to be stressed in the catalogue) -  one can only assume that  the
booksel lers were completely at  a loss to know how much to ask for  an i tem of  th is
character .  For i t  must  be many years now since herbar ia,  or  at  any rate Br i t ish ones of  a
comparat ively recent  v intage,  were being sold commercia l ly  and asking pr ices tested.  At  a
t ime when the chief  nat ional  museums are fu l l  to overf lowing wi th Br i t ish mater ia l  and
refusing any addi t ional  bequests,  i t  is  remarkable indeed that  anyone should suppose that
these are st i l l  marketable commodit ies.  Let  us hope that  nobody is  fool ish enough to
succumb -  and that  the col lect ion is  donated,  as should surely have happened in the f i rs t
p lace,  to the local  museum in which i t  r ight fu l ly  belongs.

DAVID E. ALI-EN, Lesney Cottage,  Middle Road, WINCHESTER, Hants.  SO22 5EJ

* *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  **  + *  *  + *  **  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  + +* *  *  *  *  *  *  { (*  **  + *

HALIMIONE PEDUNCULATA (L.) Aellen TSOMEWHERE IN ESSEXi

Members wi l l  be pleased to learn thac,  despi te repeated indicat ions to the contrary,
Halimione pedunculata is not extinct in Britain. At the end of September it was discovered
growing on a t iny patch oTTel ic t  sal t rnarsh,  behind a sea-wal l rsomewhere in Essexr.

This is the first record of H. pedurrculata in Britain for fifty years, and
(surpr is ingly)  the f i rs t  ever for  Essex.  Detai ls  of  the f ind wi l l  appear in a future issue
of Watsonia.

SIMON LEACH, NCC, Northminster  House, PETERBOROUGH, Cambs. PEI 1UA

** * * * t * * + * ** * * {. * * ** r. f + + * * * * * * * * * *,1. * * * * * *

CONSERVATION OF MUSCARI ATLANTICUM Boiss. & Reuter IN SUFFOLK

In Perr ing & Farrel l rs  Br i t ish Red Data Book :  l ,  Vascular  Plants,  2nd edi t ion (1983),
Muscari atlanticum is given a threat number of 8 and is considered tVulnerable'. Its
sronghold in Br i ta in is  the Breckland of  Suf fo lk,  but  here i t  has suf fered f rom ploughing
or coni fer  p lant ing on i ts  grassland habi tats.  However i t  occurs on f iye of  the Suffo lk
Wi ld l i fe Trusc's procected roadside verges,  four of  them in Breckland and one in East
Suffo lk.

Verges have to be cut  once or  twice a year to keep them in good condi t ion for  the
plants being protected, If there are late flowering plants such as Anacamptis and
Calamintha,  cut t ing should be lef t  unt i l  October.  Verges wi th hay-meadow f loras can be cut
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in September when most species wi l l  have seeded. Our problem was when to cut  a verSe
containing Muscari atlanticum, as we did not know when it sent up its leaves. Some
cultivated species of Muscari come into leaf as early as August, whilst others produce
their  leaves wi th their  f lowers in spr ing.  None of  the Floras or  other books I  have
consulted state when the leaves of IU. atlanticum appear.

My f r iends,  Mr & Mrs David Leonard,  who l ive in Mi ldenhal l ,  know the plant  wel l ,  but
did not  know the answer to the problem. However,  they did know a s i te where lvL at lant icum
grew, rvhere i t  would be easy to observe as the plants were not ,  as is  usual l ) '  the case,
growing in a dense sward of  grass.  They agreed to keep i t  under observat ion f ro in June
onwards,  and discovered that  the f i rs t  leaves appeared dur ing the second week of  September
and that  by mid-October they were three inches long!  So rye now know that  verges contain ing
Muscari atlanticum slrould be cut not earlier than June or later than .\ugust.

EDGAR MILNE-REIfHEAD, 43 Bear Street ,  Nayland,  COLCHES'|5[{ ,  Essex CO6 .1 l l ) i

* * * r t * * * * * * * * r ( , * , * { < * *  { < * * * d . * * * * *  * *  * * * * *  * , F  t  *  *

ITHE BOTANISTSI : A POSTSCRIFI

Since The Botanists went to press one or  two s l ips have come to l ight  -  none of  thern
pointed out  by reviewers yet ,  I  af i r  re l ieved to say -  and one or  two addi t ional  scraps of
inforrnat ion have also come to hand. They seeln worth put t ing on record,  lest  future readers
or h istor ians are mis led.
p.  56 Taylors '  Calendar of  the Meet ings of  the Scient i f ic  Bodies of  London for  1854-55.  a

copy of  which surv ives in the Br i t ish Library,  s l . rows the BSL as due to have
meet ings al l  through that  winter ,  as usual ,  on var ious speci f ied l lonthly dates.
This seerns powerfr . r l  fur ther evidence that  the col lapse in 1856 came out  of  the
blue.

p.  69 tc i lbert '  (as correct ly  on p.  204),  not  rceorger,  was J.G. Bakerrs middle name.
p.  74 I t  was not  r the elder James Backhouser but  Wi l l iam Backhouse whose herbar ium was

destroyed in the Thirsk f i re (see the Naturql is t  (1864) 42).  Dr Sledge has poinced
out that  che graphic descr ipt ion of  tne f i?E nrust  surely be f rorn the praci ised pen
of Gertrude Foggi t t ,  despi te i ts  appearance under her husbandrs narne.  I ' l t  has
Gertrude's stamp al l  over i t , "  he wr i tes,

p.  125 Among the papers lef t  by the late E.C, lVal lace there is  a cut t ing of  P.M. f la l l rs
obi tuary in the Estates Gazette of  30/8/1941. I t  credi ts h i ln wi th strong
convict ions,  impish humour,  an acute sense of  the r id iculous and infect ious fun.
With i t ,  at  last ,  is  a c lose-up port ra i t .

p.  178,  note 3 An Austra l ian correspondent has establ ished that  the forrrer  Honorary
Secretary,  Chatter ley,  arr ived in Austra l ia in Decernber 1854, as a shiprs surgeon.
He l ived in Port  Adelaide for  four years before his ear ly death.

p.2i1 Hedger,  George Freder ick,  I  f ind that  the l is t  of  subscr ibers to Gardinerrs Flora
of  Forfarshire (1848) inc ludes arrMr George Hedger,  Stepneyr.  This must surely be
the BSL member.  Though probably the ident i f icat ion can be taken no fur ther,  th is
makes i t  look unl ikely that  he is  the chronometer t laker,  whose address at  that  t ime
was in a quite different part of London.

p.  213 Knott ,  John.  An obi tuary has been located in the South Austra l ia Register  in 1850,
according to which he died f rom a fa l l  f rom a t rorse wt i tE-arunn. Portsea should be
deleted as his f i rs t  town of  residence,  as he proves to have been already on the
boat to Austra l ia by the date of  h is e lect ion.

p .217  I i i ch ,  James  Moo re .  The  l as t  name  shou ld  be rMon roe r (an  ove r l ooked  t yp i ng  s l i p ) .
p. 224 Through confusion in proof the superscript figure one was omitted after the names

of Dr Akeroyd and Mr lviggins.

Finally, one rather pleasing coincidence : John Akeroyd, appropriately for one of
Watsoniars Editors, has realised that he was brought up in the very house, in a hamlec
adjoin ing (Watsonrs)  Thames Di t ton,  f rorn which the BSL member,  John Seeley botanized that
neighbourhood in the 1830s -  on the evidence of  a specirnen in Watsonrs herbar ium at  Kew.
I think this beats Iny own discovery that one of the Shrewsbury members of the Society,
Thomas Bodenham, lived next door to one of my great-great-grandfathers.

DAVID E. ALLEN, Lesney Cottage, Middle Road, WINCHESTER, Hants. SO22 5EJ
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ALIENS AND ADVENTTVES

ADVENTIVE NEWS 37 compiled by Adrian L. Grenfell

MYAGRUM PERFOLIATUM L IN CAMBRIDGESHIRE

Perhaps the most exciting record I have received in years refers to a single plant of the
European crucifer Myagrum perfoliatum L. on a grain silo waste heap at Great Shelford,
Can-rbs., where it was located by G.M.S. Easy in July 1987: Graham Easy's fine drawing
appears on page 35. Myagrum retained its place in the second edition of C.T.W. (1962) (as
did a number of  other cruci fers wi th even less c la im to inc lusion) a l though, at  the t ime,
it had only been recorded twice in Britain since 1930. Twenty three records were made in
Br i ta in up to and including 1928 but  af ter  th is date,  decl in ing grain imports f rom the
Medi [erranean and the Middle East  led to a substant ia l  reduct ion in records;  so much so
that Myagrum was not recorded again until 1956 when the late J,E, Lousley had it on the
IJumberstone 'bird seedr tip. After 1963 it went unrecorded again for a further 24 years.
It still occurs as a weed of arable in southern Europe but I suspect it is unknown to rnost
botanists.  Of the pre-1930 records,  i t  is  interest ing to note that  no less than s ix were
made in the Bristol area. The post-1930 records are listed below. I am indebted to Messrs
E.J.  Clernent  and T.C.G. I l ich for  their  help wi th th is note.

I  956
I 960
r963
1 987

Myagrum perfoliatum L. Post-1930, all records

v . c , 5 4  R u b b i s h  t i p ,  H u m b e r s t o n e ,  N .  L i n c s .  J , E ,  L o u s l e y
u  ^  Qq  l l - - h ^ , , -  r r r ka l dy ,  F i f e  G .H ,  Ba l l an t yne
v . c . 5 4  R u b b i s h  t i p ,  H u m b e r s t o n e ,  N .  L i n c s .  R . C . L .  &  B . M .  H o w i t t
v . c . 2 9  G r a i n  s i l o ,  G r e a t  S h e l f o r d ,  C a m b s .  G . M . S .  E a s y

MORE ON WOOL ALIENS
That l9B7 was a poor season for  wool  a l iens in l ]edfordshire was probably due more to the
use of  a range of  specia l is t  weedki l lers than to the poor sumrner weather.  The huge mats of
Xanthium ambrosioides that have been such a feature of the shoddy field flora in recent
years have sadly succurnbed to th is chemical  onslaught and al l  but  the Medicks and the
abundant Datura is  rnuch reduced. Saturday,  October l0th. ,  the day of  the wr i terrs annual
pi lgr inrage,  wi th C.G. Hanson, to the shoddy f ie lds was preceded by a day's ra infa l l
measur ing 34mm and fo l lowed by a fur ther 12mm. Smal l  wonder that  the sandy f ie lds were
inundated and upwards of  twenty roads were c losed in Bedfordshire and neighbour ing
Hert fordshire due to f looding.  The sole i tems of  note were a few f lorver ing plants of
Trifolium hirtum and a single Erodium malacoides. The miserable and rnost unsuccessful day
is hurnorously depicted on page 36 by ar t is t  Denis Palmer.

Further north in Yorkshire,  however,  not  a l l  rvas doorn and gloom and a few interest ing
plants were noted in the i tothwel l  (Leeds) area,  The pick of  these vr 'as the Afr ican grass
Tragus berteronianum Schult. (det. E.J. Clement) sent to me by Mrs F. Houseman together
with Carduus pycnocephalus (long naturalised on Plymouth Hoe, Devon), Vulpia bromoideq
Chenopodium nitrariaceum F. von Muell., det. A.l-.G., a spiny shrub occurring throughout
Inainland Australia and Chrysanthemum coronarlum L., very scarce as a wool alien.

BECKMANNIA SYZIGACHNE (Steud.) Fernald
TEisT-tFe correct  iaent i ty  of  the plants reported in Advent ive News 32 (Decernber 1985)
as B.  eruci formis (L.)  Host  f ro in Avonmouth Docks,  Br isto l  and elsewhere.  In 1986 the
Avonmouth populat ions,  growing for  the rnost  part  on dry,  wel l -drained ground, were much
reduced in size and this year no longer to be seen. However, a further extensive
populat ion was located in Septernber 1987, growing in a wet area a l /4 mi le d istant ,  by the
wri ter  and 

' I .G.  
Evans.  There can be l i t t le  doubt that  these plants have been present for

several years and are lrore or less naturalised here. Flora Europaea V is clearly incorrect
in describing B. syzigachne as an annual; at the very least it would appear to be a
short-lived perennial, a view shared by other rvorkers. It is separated from B, eruciformis
on the number (one not  two) of  fer t i le  f lorets and i ts  very short  anthers -  c .  0.8mm
compared wi th c.  l .8mm. B'  syzigachne was i l lustrated by T.G. Evans in Advent ive News 2l
(December 1981).

34



Al iens and Advent ives

mm

r)
, t l

tll
\ t /

l\l/
l r t

I1
t l
t l

Irl
v

ffi
{,

\q

l l

cm

A
/il
|/ l
ii(/

A
/1, l
{ [,1
UJ

l l
cm 5cm(-



' l1', 
"., 

: 
' /' 

", l) , /

i ' /  
'  / / ,  /  /  / ' r ' ,  ,

,/ /n / / ,rJ / 'Jnr /.
( / t  r ,

w7,|ff"'r
'r'83

"  Fur ther  ou t look  . . . . . . . . .  con t inu ing  w idespread and heavy  ra in"

SOYA WASTE ALIENS AT AVONMOUTH DOCKS
Soya bean waste imported from N. America was mainly responsible for the magnif icent crop
of al iens in the Avonmouth Docks in 1987. At Ieast g Amaranthus species were noted viz:

A.  r e t r o f l exus
A .  hyb r i dus
A .  a l bus

A. spinosus
A. b l i to ides
A. cruentus

A. t r icolor
A.  v i r id is
A. palmer i

The lat ter ,  one of  the N. American dioecious species,  was represented by several  very
f ine specimens of  the male- f lowered form wi th racemes up to 250mm oi  rnore in length.
A.  spinosus,  an Or iental  species,  is  rv idely natural ised in the U.S.A. and apparent ly
increasing as a casual  in Br i ta in.

Our front cover is adorned by Graham Easyts fine drawing of Sida spinosa L., a tropical
malvaceous herb or  srnal l  shrub (not  of  N.  American or ig in as stated in Advent ive News 26
(December 1983),  a l though widely natural ized there).  I , lany hundreds of  p lants and se-67l-edl ings
were conspicuous over a wide area of  the docks.  S.  spinosa has very smal l  pale orange
f lowers in dense c lusters in the leaf  axi ls :  i ts  speci f ic  epi thet  der ives f rom the
rudimentary spiny processes beneath each leaf .

Graham Easy also provides the i l lustrat ion of  Anoda cr is tata (L.)  Schlectend.  (page
37) '  a polymorphic New World annual  (or  somet imes perennial )  malvaceous herb occasional ly
cul t ivated as an annual  in Br i ta in.  The weedy form has smal ler  f lowers than i ts  garden
counterpart  and is  usual ly  referred to under var.  brachyantha (Reichb,)  Hochr.  This rare
casual  has also la in unident i f ied in Graham Easyts herbar ium since October 1976 when i t
was col lected at  rhe Thr ip low t ip,  S.  Cambs. (det ,  A.L.G.) .

Seedl ings of  a ?Cassia species were amongst  many col lected for  growing on by C.G.
Hanson who also located a single, poorly seedling of the tropical pea, sesbania exaltata
(Raf,) Rydb. ex A.W. Hill. Two lr4orning Glories were present, namely Ipomoea purpurea and
I .  lacunosa, but ,  as is  usual  in October,  seemed reluctant  to f lower.  The Broadleaf
Signalgrass,  Brachiar ia p latyphyl la (Gr iseb,)  Nash, was presenr in some quanr i ry but  only
one sol i tary inf lorescence, part ly  opened, was found before the f i rs t  of  the auturnn
frosts.  A nat ive of  the Americas,  i t  is  natural ized in t ropical  Afr ica.  Of part icular
interest was the presence of many plants of European Spergula arvensis, widely naturalized
in the U.S.A. and here re- introduced wi th the soya waste.
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Anoda cristata (L.) Schlectend. var. brachyantha (Reichb.) Hochr.
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Al iens and Advent ives /  Not ices (BSBI)

Thank you al l  once again for  your interest ing records and specimens.  I  hope ro present
many of  these in a delayed bumper Mixed Bag next  issue.  SAE please for  my pr inted 5" x 3 ' l
iecord s l ips which are so invaluable for  f i l ing purposes.

ADRIAN L.  GRENFELL, l9 Stat ion Road, Winterbourne Down, BRISTOL BSlT IEP

* * * * * * * * * * * *+ *+ *  * * * * * *  * * * * * *  *+ * * * * * * * * * * *+  * * * *+ * * * * * * *+ * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * * * *

NOTICES (BSBD

TAXONOMIC WORKSHOP/RECORDERSI MEETING
DEPT. OF BOTANY, UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER

Friday 2nd September -  Sunday 4th September 1988

A workshop wi l l  be held on a number (possib ly 5 or  6)  of  d i f f icul t  groups,  probably
including Festuca, Rosa, Mentha and Juncus, each with a specialist as tutor. Most of the
work wi l l  take place in the laborator ies,  where the appropr iate equipment,  especia l ly
dissect ing microscopes,  wi l l  be avai lable.  I t  wi l l  be based on f resh and herbar ium
mate r i a l ,  and  one  ha l f - day  t r i p  w i l l  be  he ld .

The only qual i f icar ion needed for  at tendance is a desire to become more accurare at
making ident i f icat ions!  Workshops have been held previously by the BSBI,  but  most ly  as
part  of  Recordersr  Meet ings,  which have not  been fu l ly  open to a l l  members.  I  th ink
workshops are an excel lent  way of  learning in a f r iendly and co-operat ive atmosphere,  and
aln anxious that  the Leicester  Meet ing should be equal ly  open to a l l ,  whether recorders or
not .  The Leicester  \ , leet ing wi l l  a lso serve as the biennial  RecordersrMeet ing.  There wi l l
be a lecture on a theire to be decided by Records Commit tee,  as wel l  as a d iscussion per iod
for  those interested in I ISUI recording.

Accommodat ion wi l l  be in a Univers i ty  Hal l  of  Residence c lose to the l6-acre Botanic
Gardens,  where mater ia l  re levant  to some of  the workshops wi l l  be seen growing.

Accornrnodat ion wi l l  be arranged for  Fr iday and Saturday evenings.  Costs wi l l  be t24.44
for  fu l l  board (B & B,  packed lunch,4-course dinner;  tea- and cof fee-making faci l i t ies in
rooms, which are provided wi th wash-basins,  towel  and soap),  920.41 B & B plus evening
tneal  ( room faci l i t ies as above) or  ,e13.57 B & B (room faci l i t ies as above).  Pr ices include
VA'f .  There wi l l  be a snral l  booking fee.

Please apply for  detai ls  and booking form as soon as possib le.  Fi rm bookings wi l l  be
requ i r ed  by  27 th  May  1988 .

CLIVE S' fACt j ,  Dept.  of  Botany,  Univers i ty  of  Leicester ,  Univers i ty  Road, LEICESTER LEI 7RH

* * * * * * * *++*  + { (  { < * * * *  * * * *  *+  * * * * f { , + * * * *  * *  * *+

HEATHERS AND HEATHLAND

A Symposium 'Heathers and l leathland' ,  organised jo int ly  wi th rhe Linnean Society of
London, to celebrate the bicentenary of  that  Society,  wi l l  be held in the Meet ing Room of
the Linnean Society,  Bur l ington House, Piccadi l ly ,  London on Thursday October 20th 1988
f rom 11 .00  -  18 ,00 .

A  p rog ramme and  f u r t he r  de ta i l s  w i l l  be  sen t  t o  a l l  members  w i t h  t he  Ap r i l  ma i l i ng  o f
BSBI Ng\t/q.

MAIIY BfLlCGS, White Cottage,  Sl info ld,  HORSHAiv{ ,  West Sussex Rt l l3 7RG

* * * * * * * * * + * * * * * * * * * + * * + * * * + * * * * * * * * * * * * *

THE COMMON GROUND OF WILD AND CULTIVATED PLANTS

Th i s  Con fe rence ,  p l anned  f o r  C lasgow ,  Ju l y  l s t h  -  22nd  1988  ( see  QSBI  News  46 :32  (1987 ) )
has unfor tunately had to be cancel led.

EDI ' IOR
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EUROPEAN FLORISTIC STUDIES
An  In te rna t i ona l  Sympos ium,  12 rh - l 5 t h  JuJ r . ,  1988

A conference is  being organised under the auspices of  The Svsternat ics .Associar ion,  the
L innean  Soc ie t y  o f  London  and  t he  F lo ra  Eu ropaea  Organ i sa t i on ,  r o  t ake  p l ace  a t  t he
Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Read ing  f r om Ju l y  l 2 t h - l s t h  1988 ,  t ha t  ma ; , '  be  o f  i n t e res t  t o  BSB I  men rbe rs .

The  pub l i ca t i on  o f  F l o ra  Eu ropaea  (1961 -80 )  p rov i ded  a  s )n the r i c ,  con t i nen ra l  v i eu  o f
Eucope rs  vascu la r  p l an t sJ t s  puU l i ca t i on  s t imu la ted  and  i n i t i a t ed  much  neu ' r esea rch  on
the f lora of  Europe and adjacent  parts of  the l ledi terranean region,  and a number of
f lor is t ic  projects and major  European taxonomic revis ions are in progress or  have recert t l ) ,
been completed.  The f i rs t  volume of  l le lq Europaea is now being revised,  which makes th is
an appropr iate t ime to review the current  state of  knowledge of  the European f lora,

I t  is  hoped that  th is meet ing wi l l  br ing together workers in d i f ferent  areas of
taxonomy, ecology,  p lant  geography and biosystemat ics.

Topics covered by speakers wi l l  inc lude Quaternary h istory of  the European f lora,
pol len Floras,  the f lora of  temporary pools,  the f lora of  serpent ine,  advent ive species,
monographic studies (e.9. Papaver, Moehringia, Taraxacum and Allium), and progress reports
on European f lor is t ic  projects.  There wi l l  be f ie ld excursions to a number of  s i tes in
southern England,  inc luding a fu l l -day excursion on l5th July 1988. Posters are invi red on
any aspect  of  the European f lora.

Further detai ls  are avai lable f rom the convener :

JOHN R. AKEROYD, Dept.  of  Botany,  Plant  Science Laborator ies,  Univers i ty  of  l leading,  P.O.
Box 221,  Whiteknighrs,  READING RG6 2AS

x* * * * * * * * * * * * * . *+ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *+ *+

ORCHID CONSERVATION

Barbara Everard,  a member wel l  known to many through her botanical  paint ings and
wal lcharts,  part icular ly  of  endangered wi ld f lowers around the wor ld,  has founded 'The

Barbara Everard Trust  for  Orchid Conservat ionr.  Al though th is is  not  for  wi ld orchids but
for  greenhouse plants,  i t  a i rns to protect  orchids in the wi ld by ensur ing the conservat ion
of  stocks in cul t ivat ion so that  growers rro longer col lect  f rorn the wi ld.  lv i th the
co-operat ion of  Kew and Wisley,  some valuable col lect ions of  orchids have al ready been
rescued.

Further detai ls  of  the Trust  may be obtained f rorn N. l r  David Forsberg,  56 Robyns way ,
SEVENOAI(S, Kent TNl3 3EE (please send s.a.e) .

Four orchid notelets with Barbara Everardrs paintings of Paphiopedilum barbatum, P.
fairiieanum, Dendrobium thyrsiflorum and Pleione formosana, aie also available from the
above  add ress  f o r  S1 .25  ( i nc l .  p .&  p . ) .

M.{RY BRIGGS, White Cottage,  Sl info ld,  HORSHAIv{,  West Sussex RH13 7RG

* * t< * * * * * * * * + + * ** * * * * * * * t * * r( t+ * + * * * * ** * **

A HOLIDAY IN SWEDEN
Thursday 30th June -  Wednesday l3th July 1988

The Bicentenary of  The Linnean Society of  London takes place in 1988 and two hol idays to
Sweden have been arranged as part  of  the celebrat ions.  One, " In the Footsteps of  L innaeus
in Lappland" led by Dr John Packham was announced in BSBI News 46:  35 (1987),  and the
second ( the subject  of  th is note)  wi l l  be to Uppsata,  Stoc-khohn-6nE rhe Is land of  Got land.
The Linnean Society has pleasure in inv i t ing members of  the BSBI to jo in e i ther or  both of
t hem.

The southern hol iday wi l l  s tar t  f rom l - leathrow on 30th June 1988, wi th three nights in
Uppsala to v is i t  L innaeusrs house and garden in the town, the Cathedral  where he is
bur ied,  the carol ina Rediv iva Library,  parts of  the Univers i ty  and,  of  course,  Hammarby.
lVe then move to Stockholm for  four n ights and wi l l  be shown roun{ the Swedish Royal
Academy of  Sciences -  L innaeus was the f i rs t  president  -  the Bergius Botanic Garden, the
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eigh,teenth century thearre at Drottningholm and the Royal Library, where eueen Louisa
urnKa s personal  col lect ion of  shel ls ,  insects and other b io logical  col lect ions are
housed and which were curated for her by Linnaeus (this is 

-not 
normally open to the

publ ic) .  There wi l l  be t ime for  other s ight-seeing in Stockholm as wel l .
From Stockholm we go to the Is land of  Got land and wi l l  be escorted by professor Bengt

Jonsel l ,  _FIS who wi l l  guide us to see some of  the scenery,  geotogy,  t reasures f rom the
medieval  churches and the botanical  exrravaganza of  th is- largely ' i imestone is land.
- .  Sweden is an expensive country and the dveral l  cost  is  l ik 'e l f  to be in the region of
t l '050.  This wi l l  cover Apex f l ights,  the journey to and f rom dot land,  t ravel  in our own
coach. when- the whole party is  on the move, bea ana breakfast  in uppsala (prus dinner on
the night of arrival), stockholm and visby and full board at ttre aorjiit peniionat;
twin-bedded rooms wi l l  be used ( the s ingle room supplement wi l l  be 

"ac 
least  1165).

Appet i tes and palates are as var iable as the restaurants,  bars and venues for  p icnics,  so
lunches and dinners wi l l  not  be included in the package unless speci f ied in the detai led
i t inerary. .which wi l l  be provided for  those taking part  in the hol iday.
-  .  I  shal l .be glad to hear soon f rorn BSBI mem6ers,  accompanied or  not  by spouses or
f r iends,  who th ink they might  l ike to jo in the hol iday.

MISS EI- IZABETH YOUNG, lg Elm park Lane, LONDON SW3 6DD

** * * *+ *+ * * * , t * * * * * * * * * * *++* * *1 . * * * * * * * , t ( * * *

FRITILLARY MEADOW, FRAMSDEN _ OPEN DAYS

The 1988 Open Days at  Fox Fr i t i l lary Meadow, Framsden wi l l  be held on;
Saturday 30th Apr i l ,  2.00pm -  5.00pm
Sunday ls t  N4ay,  11.00am -  5.00pm

This reserve,  noted for  i ts  huge numbers oi -  snake's-head f r i t i l lary (Fr i t i i lar ia
meleagr is)  is  at  Boundary Farm, Framsden, a longside the A1120 ioad f rom Stowmarket  to
Yoxford (map ref .  TM/186608).

NB. No v is i t ing wi l l  be possib le other than at  the t i r res shown above.

PETER LAWSON. Conservat ion Assistant ,  The Suffo lk Trust  for  Conservat ion Ltd. ,  park
Cottage,  SAXMUNDHAM, Suffo lk Ip lT lDe

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * : t  * *+ * *+ * * * * * * * * * * *

HIGHLAND FIELD STUDIES _ I9EE

Brian Brookes has again put  together an interest ing and var ied programme of  courses for
.1988. Some are speci f ical ly  botanical  and several  others,  thougtL m6re general ,  have a high
botanical  contenr.  Al l  wi l l  be run as smal l ,  f r iendly groups in-a re laxeJ,  informal  and
enjoyable atmosphere.

Special ly  recommended to BSBI mernbers are the courses on rBotany in Morvern '  Ied by
Franklyn-Pe_rr ing (July 23-30) and'Ferns and Mossesr led by c l ive Jermy & Br ian Brookes
(August 20-271, both courses based at Ardtornish, Argyll.
.  _ The fu l l  programrne and detai ls  of  any part icular- iourse are avai lable f rom the address
below. AI I  enquir ies are welcomed (sae appreciated).

BRIAN BRool(ES, smithy cot tage,  snaigow, Dunkeld,  perthshire pH8 ORD (te l .073g71-3?4).

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * i . * * * * * *+ * * * * * * * * * * * *

FIELD STUDIES COUNCIL
1968 COURSES

An Informat ion Pack,  Courses For Al l  -  Informat ion 1988, g iv ing detai ls  of  a l l  the courses
at  che nine resident ia l  Centers of  the Fie ld Studies Counci l  is  iow avai lable.  fv , lembers who
would l ike a copy are invi ted to wr i te to the address below, a f i rs t -c lass stamp towards
the cost of return postage would be appreciated.

The Directors of f ice,  Fie ld studies counci l ,  preston Montford,  sHREwsBURy sy4 IHW

40



Not ices (Others)

NOTICE FOR TRAVELLERS

Cox & Kings has moved - their new address is :
Cox & Kings Travel  Ltd. ,  St  James Court ,  Buckingham Gate,  LONDON SW1E 6AF ( te l .
0 l - 9 3 1 - 9 1 0 8 )

Their  botanical  tours in 1988 led by BSBI members wi l l  be to:

COUNTRY DATE LEADER
Cyprus 9 -  20 March Mary Br iggs
Crete 25 March -  8 Apr i l  l4ary Br iggs
Turkey 18 Apr i l  -  2 l {ay Mary Br iggs
Gargano, S.  I la ly 24 Aprt l  -  3 May Tony Kenp
Wengen 16 -  30 June Mary Br iggs
Wengen  4  -  l 8  Ju l y  Ma ry  B r i ggs
Kashmir  9 -  25 July Peter  Jepson
W.  Aus t ra l i a  17  Sep t .  -  6  Oc t .  Ma ry  B r i ggs

MARY BRIGGS, White Cottage,  Sl info ld,  HORSHAI ' / ,  West Sussex RHl3 7RG

* *  *+{ .*  **  +***  *  i (  *  **  *  *  *  *  **  *  *  **  *  + *  **  **  *  *  *  *  *  *

EXPMITIONS OVERSEAS

Frank Perr ing wi l l  be_ leading two expedi t ions overseas in 1988 :
l9th-26th Apr i l  :  Crete,  a two centre hol iday based on I rakl ion and Canea.
Contact :  Mrs A.  Cryer,  Br i t ish Wi ld l i fe Appeal ,  Dudwick House, Buxton,  NORWICH NRIO sl . lx
for  detai ls .

lSth September-4th October :  Bhutan,  a cul tural  and botanical  v is i t  inc luding a 4-day t rek
in the mountains.

Contact  :  Occidor,  l0 Broomcrof t  Road, BOGNOR REGIS, West Sussex,  PO22 7NJ for  detai ls

FRANK PERRING, 24 Glapthorn Road, OUNDLE, Peterborough PE8 4JQ

* *  **  *  **  f  *  *  *  *  *  *  **  *  * , | (  *  **  **  *  *  *  *  *  *  + **  **  *  *+ *  *

BRITISH BRYOLOGICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS - 1986

Apr i l  6- l3th.  Spr ing f ie ld meet ing,  Cirencester ,  Gloucestershire.

Dr M.E. NEWTON, Dept.  Botany,  The Univers i ty ,  MANCHESTETi f l l3  gPL

BSBI members would be most welcome at  th is meet ins.

*  + * * * * *  * *  * * * *  * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * f  *  ++ * * * *  *  *+ *

PLANTS TODAY

You wi l l  a l l  have received by now a leaf let  announcing and descr ib ing a new birnonthly
popular  lnagazine for  botanists,  cal led Plants Today.  The I ISBI is  one of  three societ ies
who are co-operat ing on th is venture wi th the publ isher Blackwel l ,  and i t  is  important
that  your v iews regarding the content  of  the magazine are brought to the at tent ion of  i ts
edi tors.  So i f  you have any comments on what is  publ ished or  what you would l ike to see
publ ished (bear ing in rn ind the general  pol icy descr ibed in the leaf let) ,  p lease let  e i ther
mysel f  or  Dr Stephen Jury know.

RICHARD GORNALL, Botany Dept. ,  The Univers i ty ,  LEICESTER LEI 7RH

[Stephen Juryts address is  Dept.  of  Botany,  Plant  Science Laborator ies,  Univers i ty  of
Reading,  P.O. Box 221,  Whiteknights,  READING RG6 2AS. Ed. l
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REQUESTS AND OFFERS

AFFORESTATION AND PLANT DISTRIBUTION

In August this year I circulated a letter to Recorders in a number of vice-counties,
pr incipal ly  those in upland Br i ta in,  asking for  informat ion (both formal  and anecdotal)  on
the impacts of  af forestat ion on plant  species and community d ist r ibut ion.  I  should l ike
now to cast  the net  wider and invi te comment f rom al l  in terested members.

In order to study the ef fects of  af forestat ion I  am seeking informat ion of  two types:
l. Existing records - pre-plantation species lists for sites now afforested, or anecdotes

about species that have disappeared, declined, increased or have been introduced as a
result of afforestation would be particularly useful. Please send any records or
ir,formation directly to me at the address below. I can copy and return any originals
if requested.

2. Monitoring Scheme - it would help if separate records could be made on habitat cards
for the afforested parts of JAW tetrads (however tedious they might appear!). Cards
should be sent  to Tim Rich in the usual  way.

I  am mainly concerned wi th areas of  former ly open habi tats that  now carry p lantat ions of
exot ic  species,  but  any informat ion on the general  inf luences of  forestry on plant  and
comrnuni ty d ist r ibut ion would be most welcome.

May I take this opportunity to thank those Recorders who have replied to my August
let ter ,  and to wish you al l  wel l  for  the next  Moni tor ing Scheme season.

ALAN HOUSE, NCC, Northminster  House, PETERBOROUGH PEI IUA

* **  **  *  *  **  *  *{ (  + *  *  **  **  *  **  **  **  **  *  **  *  **  *+ * '1.  **

CULTIVATION OF RARE BRITISH PLANTS

As a hort icul tural is t  and BSBI member I  am interested in the cul t ivat ion of  rare Br i t ish
plants.  I  understand that  some Botanists d isapprove of  certa in species being brought into
cul t ivat ion even i f  th is is  done legal ly  and wi thout  obvious threat  to the exist ing
populat ion in the wi ld.  N4ay I  canvas the opin ion of  BSBI members on th is issue? I  would
also l ike to hear f rotr  members who know of  rarer  or  more unusual  Br i t ish nat ives,  members
of the family Orobanchaceae or Botrychium lunaria, in cultivation other than in Botanic
Gardens.

MARTIN CRAGG-BARBER, I  Stat ion Cottages,  Hul lavington,  CHIPPENHAN4, Wi l ts  SN14 6ET

,1.  i . *  **  *  *  *  *  **+ **  *  **  *  *  *  **  **  **  *  **  **  ***  *  *  **  **

BURREN BOTANIC GARDEN, BALLYVAUGHAN

(NB. BSBI rnernbers of a nervous disposition should not read this.)

Patr ick B.  O'Kel ly  was a big man, wel l -educated,  and the for tunate denizen of  a house just
outs ide the hamlet  of  Bal lyvaughan in County Clare on the shores of  Galway Bay.  The shel l
of  h is house st i l l  s tands and some of  h is p lants thr ive there,  a l though neglected.

No, th is is  not  an announcement about future plans for  that  s i te but  a request  for  help
from fe l low BSBI members in t racing manuscr ipts and nursery catalogues re lat ing to Patr ick
B. OrKel ly  who f lour ished (as they say) between 1890 and 1910.

OrKel ly  was a plant  col lector ;  he removed l iv ing plants f rom the Burren and sold them
in quantity to English gardeners; for his services to European orchids, George Claridge
Druce natned Orchis okellyi (now Dactylorhiza fuchsii subsp. okellyi) after him. I have
copies of  invoices detai l ing the plants sent  to one Engl ish garden for  the year 1905 alone
- several hundred native species were exported while in flower from Ballyvaughan, from
OrKel lyrs empor ium. He advert ised as rBurren Nurser ies and Botanic Gardent.

OrKel ly  publ ished a ser ies of  Inurseryr  catalogues,  procla iming that  the Burren plants
-  spr ing gent ian,  mountain avens etc,  -  were 'gems of  the f i rs t  waterr .  But , . .  I  have been
able to trace only two of these catalogues; one is a folded 4-page sheet, and the second
is a more substantial 32-page booklet. At least two other catalogues were produced and
these are the i tems I  seek -  O'Kel ly 's  catalogues of  Br i t ish ferns ( for  sale!  1042 species
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and var iet ies! !  I  jest  not ! )  and of  Burren plants ( for  sale l ) .  I f  anyone knows of  the
whereabouts of  copies of  these pr inted ephernera I  would be del ighted to hear f rorn them,
and I  would also be pleased to learn of  let ters f rom P,B. OrKel ly  in botanical  or
hort icul tural  archives.  An account of  OrKel ly  is  in preparat ion.

E.  CHARLES NELSON, Nat ional  Botanic Gardens,  GLASNEVIN, Dubl in 9.

* * * * * * * * * * * *+ * *  *+ ,1 . * * * * * * * * * *+ * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * * * *+ * *+  + *+  *+ * *  * t  *  * *  *

BOOK NOTES

ln the January 1988 part  of  l^ latsonia,  l7( l ) ,  reviews of  the fo l lowing books wi l l  be
included:
The Ancient WoodTand of EngTand: the trloods of South-east Essex, by O. Rackham.
FTora of  Surrey.  CheckTist  and SuppTenent,  by A.  Lesl ie.
George WiTl ian Francis,  Fi rst  Director  of  the AdeTaide Botanic Garden, by B.J.  Best .
The RoyaT Botanic Gardens,  Sydney.  A History 1816-1985, by L.  Gi lbert .
Systenat ic  and Taxononic Approaches to PaTaeobotany,  edi ted by R.A. Spicer & B.A.  Thomas.
The Botanists:  a Histoty of  the Botanical  Soc)ety of  the Br i t ish IsTes through a l lundred

and  F i f t y  Yea rs ,  by  D .E .  A l l en .
PolTen and Spores:  Forn and Funct ion,  edi ted by S.  Blackmore & I .  K.  Ferguson.
Br i ta in 's NaturaT Her i tage:  Reading our Countrysidets Past ,  by P.  Colebourn & R. Gibbons.
Guide to the BotanicaT Gardens of  Br i ta in,  by M. Young.
Aquat ic PTants.  A Guide to Recogni t ion,  by D. Spencer Jones & M. Wade.
PTants in Danger:  What do We Know?, by S.D. Daviset  a l .
Provis ional  Keys to Br i t ish PTant Ga11s,  edi ted by F.B.  Stubbs.
Flora of  the Br i t ish fsJes,  by A.R. Clapham, T.G. Tut in & D.M. l loore.
The Correspondence of  CharTes Darwin,  Vo1. 2,  1837-1843, edi ted by F.  Burkhardt  & S.
Smith.
A New Key to WiTd FTowers,  by J.  Hayward.
WiTdf lowers in Danger,  by J.  Fisher.
Chorology of  the FTora of  Catalan Countr ies,  by O. de Bolos.
Med-Checkl is t ,  3.  Dicoty ledones (ConvolvuTaceae-Labiatae),  edi ted by W. Greuter ,  H.M.

Burdet & G. Long.
Modern Aspects of Species, edited by K. Iwatsuki, P. Raven & W.J. Bock.
Seed Ident i f icat ion Handbook,  by R.J.  Flood & G.C. Gates.
The Engl ishnan's F1ora,  by G. Gr igson wi th foreword by J.  Gr igson and introduct ion by W.T.

Stearn.

The following books have been received recently. Those that will NOT be reviewed in
Watsonia are marked wi th an aster isk:

The Bird of Tine, by N.W. Moore.
ColTins New Generat ion Guider Wi ld FTowers,  by A.  Fi t ter .
The Nat ionaT Trust  Book of  Wi ld FTower Gardening,  by J.  Stevens.
Pasture I |oodTands in LowTand Br i ta in,  by P.T.  Harding & F.  Rose.
Biosystenat ics in the Nordic F7ora,  edi ted by B.  & L.  Jonsel l .
MofecuTes and MorphoTogy in Evolut ion,  edi ted by C. Pat terson.
The Br ightest  Jewe7. A History of  the Nat ional  Botanic Gardens'  GTasnevin,  Dubl in,  by E.C.

Nelson & E.M. Mccracken.
CoevoTut ion and Systenat ics,  edi ted by A.R. Stone & D.L.  Hawksworth.
A Checkl is t  of  Mycorrhiza in the Br i t ish F1ora,  by J.L.  Har ley & E.L.  Har ley.
Plant ing a Bib le Garden, by F.N. Hepper.
At las FTorae Europaeae (Caryophyl laceae; SiTenoideae),  by J.  Jalas & J.  Suominen.
River PTants in Western Europe, by S.M. Haslam.
The Euphorbia les,  edi ted by S.L.  Jury et  a l .
The NaturaT History of  the Chew Va11ey,  edi ted by R. Janes,
Jupi ter  Botanicus,  by D.J.  Mabber ley.
The Origins of the Angiosperns and their BioTogicaT Consequences, edited by E.M. Friis,

W.G. Chaloner & P.R. Crane.
Biogeographical  EvoTut ion of  the MaTay ArchipeTago, edi ted by J,  Whitmore,
Mordecai Cubitt Cooke, by M.P. English.

43



Book Notes

The PTant Book,  by D.J.  Mabber ley.
The FTowering PTants and Ferns of North Lancashire, by L. & P.D. Livermore,
+!he Rowan and i ts  ReTat ives (Sorbus spp.) ,  by H,A. McAl l is ter .  Pp.  14,  wi th l0 colour

photographs, a diagram and a separate key. Ness Series I. Ness Gardens (University of
L iverpool  Botanic Gardens),  Ness,  Neston,  South Wirra l  L64 4AY.1986. Obtainable f rom
Ness Gardens, price f,1.30 incl. postage. This useful booklet contains a short
treatise on Sorbus sect. Aucuparia, the pinnate-leaved species, both in the wild and
in cultivation, and a separate 4-page key to species, hybrids, cultivars, etc. of
that section; it also includes data on the other five sections of the genus. The
treatment of  the Br i t ish nat ive apomict  Sorbi  wi l l  be part icular ly  interest ing to
BSBI members.

* Index Kewensis -  Supplenents XVII  (1976-1980 & XVII I  (1981-1985),  both edired by R.A.
Davies.  Clarendon Press,  Oxford.  1987. Pr ice 175.00 each ( ISBN 0-19-854532-0 and
0-19-854533-9 respect ively) .  These volumes are in the usual  I .K.  format,  and br ing
the work almost  up to date.

+Kew Index for  1986, compi led by R.A. Davies & K.M. L loyd.  Pp.  195.  Clarendon Press,
Oxford.  1987. Pr ice f ,15.00 ( ISBN 0-19-854227-5),  This is  the f i rs t  of  a ser ies of
annual indices of new names. The text follows the Index Kewensis format. but it
inc ludes names of  Pter idophytes and the page s ize is  smal ler  (23.5x15cm).  I t  is
intended that  entr ies wi l l  be brought together to form fur ther Supplements of  fndex
Kewensis (every f ive years)  and Index Fi f icun.

+EncycTopedia of  Indian Natural  History,  general  edi tor  R.E.  Hawkins.  Pp.  x i i  + 620,  wi th
40 colour or  b & w plates and numerous b & rv photos and l ine drawings.  Oxford
Univers i ty  Press,  Oxford.  1987. Pr ice f ,25.00 ( ISBN 0-19-561623-5).  This fascinat ing
compi lat ion of  inforrnat ion on Indian natural  h istory,  which contains data about not
only p lants and animals,  but  a lso geomorphology,  physiography and meteorology,
provides an almost  inexhaust ib le source of  facts.  But  what readership does i t  a im to
sat is fy? The entr ies are al l  under common names (e.g.  Queents Crape Myrt le,  Rosewood,
Poon; not respectively Lagerstroemia indica, Dalbergia latifolia, Calophyllum
inophyl lum).  Unusual ly  for  an encyclopedia,  however,  there is  an index,  which gives
most of  but  not  a l l  the Lat in names (e.g.  Dalbergia lat i fo l ia is  missing);  and some
Ionger entr ies (e.g.  Forest  types) inc lude numerous l is ts of  organisms under their
Lat in narnes only.

* l l igh Al t i tude Tropical  Biogeography,  edi ted by F.  Vui l leumier & M. Monaster io.  Pp.  x i i  +
649, wi th numerous diagrams, maps and tables.  Oxford Univers i ty  Press,  Oxford.  1987.
Pr ice f ,85.00 ( ISBN 0-19-503625-5).  This major  work on the dist r ibut ion of  p lants and
animals in t ropical  rnountain regions includes important  contr ibut ions by several
author i t ies on parts of  these regions,  where many Br i t ish genera (and even some
species) are to be found (e.g.  Hedberg on Afroalp ine f lora,  Steyermark on the
Venezuelan tepui  f lora) .  The comprehensive coverage of  the subject  can be seen f rom
the rnain sect ional  headings:-  The Cl imat ic Background, Adaptat ions,  Histor ical
Development of  Biota,  Divers i f icat ion and Adapt ive Evolut ion,  Or ig ins of  Selected
Floras and Faunas.  Al though America perhaps receives more than i ts  fa i r  share of
at tent ion,  Afr ica and Asia are wel l  covered too.

* .4 Concise Guide to the FTowers of  Br i ta in and Europe, by O. Polunin (1972).
+Ffowers of  Greece and the BaTkans,  by O. Polunin (1980).  Both these works have been

re- issued in paperback by Oxford Univers i ty  Press,  1987. Pr ices respect ively f ,6.95
( l s t sN  0 -19 -217630 -7 )  and  s12 .95  ( ISBN 0 -19 -281998 -4 ) .

* fhe i , la layan Archipelago,  by A.R. lVal lace (1869),
a l ' l andc r i nos  i n  Lhc  C rpJ t  Fo rps r s  o f  Bo rnoo ,  by  O .  Becca r i  ( 1904 ) .  Bo th  t hese  c l ass i c  wo rks

have been reproduced by Oxford Univers i ty  Press,  1987. Pr ices respect ively f .27.50
( lsBt l  0-19-s82654-9) and f ,20.00 ( ISBN 0-19-s82693-0).

\he Gardenerts ITfustrated Encyclopedia of  Trees & Shrubs,  by B.  Davis.  Pp.  256,  iv i th
nurnerous colour photographs and diagrams. Penguin Books Ltd. ,  l {arnsworth,  Middlesex.
1987. Pr ice f , I4.95 ( ISBN 0-670-81237-4).  This encyclopedia gives fami ly,  country of
or ig in,  hort icul tural  use,  descr ipt ion,  var iet ies of  hort icul tural  interest  and
var ious other hort icul tural  data for  each of  over 2000 t rees and shrubs.  A useful
feature is  an est imate of  the average height  and spread at  f ive,  ten and twenty
years.

NORMAN K.B. ROBSON, Dept.  of  Botany,  Br i t ish Museum (Natural  lJ is tory) ,  Cromvrel l  Road,
LONDON SW7 sBD
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Book Notes

NEWS FROM OUNDLE BOOKS

I am pleased to report that a stock of that excellent publication Planting Native Trees
and Shrubs by Kenneth & Gillian Beckett (1975) has been found, so it is back on my list at
the old pr ice of  !2.50 including postage (as are al l  other pr ices ment ioned here),
Also in stock are :
l lants in Danger What do We Know?, by S,D. Davis et  a l . ,  IUCN, 1986, t16.00
Fragments of Paradise, by Sara Oldfield. A guide for Conservation action in the UK
dependent terr i tor ies,  BANK & WWF, 1987, C8.50,
The Ancieqt Woodland of England: The Woods of South-east Essex, by Oliver Rackham, 1g86,
s6.zs:--
The Heritage of Clonmacnoise, ed. Mary Tubridy, 1987. The history, natural history and
landuse of  part  of  the Shannan Basin,  f ,6.75.
Seed Identification Handbooks, NIAB, 1986. Colour photographs and brief descriptions of
180 species found as impur i t ies in crops.  f ,7.75.
x lO and x20 lenses at  €6.00.
The Vegetat ive Key to Wi ld Flowers,  by F,  Rose, 1983, t1.50.
Supplement to Flora of  Wi l tshi re,  by L.F.  Stearn,  1975, !5.00

Referring to page 37 of BSBI News 46, the checklist for Crete is 11 1.00 and those for
Spain f ,46.00 (3 volumes).

' fhere 
are some errors in my Autumn 1987 Book List  which should not  have s l ipped

through.
Shaping of  Cambridge Botany.  f ,25 not  f ,15.
Flowers of Europe, in print not reprinting.
Conference Report number I is in orint.
edGrence Report  number 19 was not  publ ished in 1986,

Changes in Price
The Wi ld Flowers of  Br i ta in and Northern Europe, by R. Fi t ter  et .a l . ,  i6 .50 not  f5.50.

4f "t "* 
t 5qE GlSgg!-6*.9!, 

-6t-dAl--i 
nker, f, 2. 3 0 not tr:i:

x8 and x l5 lenses.  f8.00 not  96.50.
Out of Print

Wild Orchids of Berks, Bucks and Oxon, by David Steel and Peter Creed.
The Names of  Plants,  by D. Gledhi l l ,
Creating Attractive Grasslands Using Native Plant Species, by Terry Wells et al.
Flora of Staffordshire, by E.S. Edees.
Introduction to British Lichens. bv Ursula K. Duncan.

f f i - -
The Wi ld Flower Kq6 by F.  Rose.

MARGARET PERRING, BSBI Publications, 24 Glapthorn Road, OUNDLE, Peterborough PE8 4JQ

* *  * * *  * *  *  * * *  *  * { , , l . r t  * * *  * *  * *  *  * *  * *  *  * *  ' t *  * *  *  * * * *

THE LIZARD FLORA - PUBLICATION DELAYED

The publisher regrets delay to The Difficult and Critical Plants of the Lizard District of
Cornwal l  -  th is book wi l l  not  now be avai lable unt i l  January 1988 -  and apologises to a l l
subscribers.

ADRIAN L.  GRENFELL, 19 Stat ion Road, Winterbourne Down, Br isto l  BSIT IEP

* +  * *  * * * * *  *  *  * *  * *  * *  *  * *  * *  *  * *  * *  d <  * *  * *  * *  * < * * , * *  *

SUPPLEMENT TO ITTIE WILD FLOWERS OF GUERNSEYI

The Wild Flowers of Guernsey by David Mcclintock was published in 1975 and inevitably
ttrere-li-ave--ueen nn'any-cnanges in the Islandrs flora since then.

The new Supplement, also by David McClintock, which should preferably be read in
conjunction with the original volume, is 54 pages long, and adds about 80 new taxa to the
Island's tally, as well as containing fresh historical information, new localities and the
updating of nomenclature. It costs t4.25 (incl. p&p) and is available from the address
below and also from BSBI Publications.

La Societe Guernesiaise, Candie Gardens, St Peter Port, Guernsey, C.l.
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REPORTS OF FIELD MEE-TINGS, 1987

Reports of  Fie ld Meet ings are edi ted by,  and should be sent  to,  Dr B.S.  Rushton,  Bio logy
Department, The University, COLERAINE, Co. Londonderry, N. Ireland.

The map shows the approximate local i ty  of  the f ie ld meet ings reported below.

ENGLAND

l.  ISLE OF MAN. l2th- lgrh JUNE '  i

To those who bel ieve that  botany al l  points west  of  Manchester  is  best  carr ied out
shel ter ing in doorways and running out  to make snatch ra ids between showers,  the Is le of
Man weather was glor ious.

Al l  who know the leader,  Larch Garrad,  wi l l  not  be surpr ised to know that  Day One was
deemed a rest  day!  Fol lowing a whist le-stop tour of  the Cregneish Folk Museum a coastal
area known as the Chasms was visited. Plants seen included Scilla verna, Jasione montana,
Ulex gallii and Ophioglossum vulgatum. For many, the highlight here was not to be found on
the ground but  in the ai rborne ant ics of  the resident  Choughs.  A quick stop at  Bradda to
view Inula helenium then on to Fleshwick Bay for Samolus valerandi and Osmunda regalis on
the s late c l i f fs  before making for  the l imestone of  Bal ladoole and Poyl l  Vaaish Bay.
Plants seen here included Carex muricata, Cerastium arvense and Limonium binervosum.

The fo l lowing day was a f ree day when the less energet ic  members of  the party
successful ly  found Sal ix  herbacea on the summit  of  Snaefel l ,  the is landrs h ighest  point .
The descent proved as ef for t less as the ascent,  thanks to the courtesy of  the Is le of  Man
Mountain Rai lway.

Day Four was spent in the north.  The BSBI crucib le expert ,  T im Rich was amazed to see
Rhynchosinapis monensis growing as a hedge bank component near Lhen Bridge. The very rare
Rorippa palustris proved to be totally elusive at Llaggagh N'looar; Peucedanum ostruthium
provided a worthy consolat ion pr ize.  Luncht ime saw us at  The Ayres,  a vast  area of
sand-dunes over shingle and wet slacks. Plants seen included Ornithogalum umbellatum,
Dactylorhiza incarnata, Viola canina, Parnassia palustris (a monitored introduction
experiment) and Eleocharis quinqueflora.

The last  local i ty  of  the day was Ramsey which proved to be an unl ikely combinat ion of
the old and the new. The old because this was Rayts classic site for the Isle of L4an
Cabbage, Rhynchosinapis monensis and the new because the author found Vulpia fasciculata,
a p lant  which David Al len had predicted in h is recent  Flora would eventual ly  turn up on
the Manx record books. Owing to a confusion, two sepaT6fd parties then visited two

,{ --
:,'i'
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different Mentha pulegium colonies of Manis four!
Those with a taste for srnall boats headed for the Calf of Man the following day where

some members took to seal watching whilst our intrepid botanists found Erodium marltimum,
Spergularia rupicola and Hypericum elodes. The Manx sheep provoked great interest from the
botanists as did the botanists from the sheep.

Nothing could have proved so di f ferent  f rom the Cal f  than the next  days out ings.  The
Ballaugh Curroughs is a vast, largely impenetrable area of willow carr. The going was hard
and wet but it was most rewarding to see huge stands of Osmunda regalis and a large area
of Pyrola media seemingly a recent arrival to the island.

The f inal  dayrs botanis ing saw the team back on the l imestone in the south of  the
island. The threatened Billown Quarry contains the only Ophrys apifera and homage was paid
to this before continuing to Scarlett on the coast, Notable species here included
Astragalus danicug Samolus valerandi and Juncus gerardi whilst on the opposite side of
Castletown Bay on the Langness peninsula a large quantity of Astragalus danicus was found.
Margaret Silcocks spotted Artemisia maritima (only a second locality for the Isle of Man
this century) growing amongst concealing grey lichens, Crithmum maritimum and Asplenlum
marinum on an island outcrop.

At the end of the most excellent weeks botany, Larch and her able assistant, Marjorie
Devereau, enter ta ined the whole party to a farewel l  meal  in a local  hotel .

M. KITCHEN

2. SOMERTON, SOMERSE-L llth-l2th JULY

On Saturday morning 3l members assembled to search West Moor, Kingsbury Episcopi for
Pondweeds and other interesting aquatics. This is au area of pasture and willow holts not
more than 6m above sea level, where field boundaries are marked by fenny ditches and
drainage channels ( rh ines or  reenes),  wi th communicat ions along droves ( t racks wi th
ditches on both sides). The water surface had a mainly closed cover of Frog-bit
(Hydrocharis morsrs-ranae) and duckweeds (including Wolffia arrhiza in small quantity) and
under this we found plenty of Potamogeton trichoides. A little P. berchtoldii, P. crispus,
P. natans and P. pectinatus was also found. Emergent species included Sium latifolium,
Oenanthe aquatica, Butomus umbellatus and Scirpus maritimus which occurs a long way inland
in Somerset. On one drove there was a fine stand of Thalictrum flawm. In the afternoon
the party moved on to South Moor, Drayton, an area which has been largely drained by
pumping into the River Is le which borders i t  but  is  conf ined behind high banks.  In the
river were Potamogeton perfoliatus, P. lucens and Oenanthe fluviatilis. The moor ditches
had a s imi lar  f lora to that  a l ready seen but  a p lant  f ished out  of  one di tch proved to be
Zannichellla palustris which had not been reported in the area for many years. On the
river bank was an abundance of Torilis nodosa and some Petroselinum segetum.

On Sunday morning we met by Southlake Moor, Othery, and admired some fine old Populus
nigra trees before going on to the Moor. This is an area of pasture adjoining the River
Parret t  which is  qui te of ten completely f looded in winter  and af ter  heavy ra infa l l .  Some
of the di tches have marshy margins so,  in addi t ion to the fen plants a l ready seen on the
previous day, there were some others such as Stellaria palustris and Triglochin palustris
This is the area where Elodea nuttallii was first identified in Somerset and plenty of
that was about in the ditches. Azolla filiculoides was in one place and Wolffia arrhlza
was present in quantity so it was easily seen. Potamogeton trichoides was again plentiful.
It has spread rapidly on the Levels in the last few years and this may be due to increased
eutrophicat ion of  the di tches,  many of  which are c logged wi th a lgae.

In the afternoon several groups were formed to do some recording in square ST(31)/33
for the BSBI Monitoring Scheme before returning home.

R.G.B. ROE

3. NORTH HAMPSHIRE 24th-2srh JULY

Arable weeds have become the focus of attention in the past couple of years due partly to
the national survey of rare species being undertaken by BSBI members, and to the work
being carried out by the Game Conservancy.

The main venue for the Saturday was a farm on the Manydown Estate, near Basingstoke,
where monitoring of the weed populations in cereal crops has been carried on in recent
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years. The party walked along the headlands of fields which had received no herbicides,
and the resulting weed populations of the chalky clay soil was truly amazing, with four
species of Poppy flowering together in some sites (Papaver rhoeag P. dubium, P. argemone
and P. hybridum). Rarities included Valerianella dentata, Fumaria densiflora, Silene
noctiflora, Lithospermum arvense and Scandix pecten-veneris as well as many commoner
species.

After lunch, we travelled west to another farm at Longparish, where our arrival
coincided with a decision to start the harvest! Fortunately the combine went to another
field, leaving us to savour the unusual sight of Adonis annua, Torilis arvensis and
Petroselinum segetum growing along the same headland.

Some of the participants were able to explore a Harnpshire and Isle of Wight Trust
Reserve at Micheldever on the previous evening. This comprised woodland interspersed with
open ereas which contained vast mounds of chalk excavated about 150 years ago when the
adjacent railway tunnel was built.

The notable plant here was Teucrium botrys, but Potentilla tabernaemontani, Galeopsis
angustifolia and Botrychium lunaria were almost as exciting.

This meet ing rest imulated us al l  to search our nearby arable headlands in the hope of
making new records for the BSBITs rare arable weed survey.

P.G. LAWSON

4. CANNOCK CHASE STAFFORDSHIRE. 25th JULY

The only f ine day of  the week welcomed a party of  14 to the 4850ha of  heathland on the
Bunter Sandstone, overlying the Carboniferous Coal Measures.

Beginning the survey at the 202m high viewing point, the group worked northwards
following the gravel path with Plantago coronopus and Sagina apetala underfoot and with
Carex pilulifera nearby. At Womere Bog, Carex curta, C. rostrata, Eriophorum vaginatum and
E angustifolium surrounded the water amid Molinia caerulea tussocks. Proceeding down a
Calluna vulgaris covered valley that eventually joined the Sher Brook, we encountered
Hydrocotyle vulgaris, Viola palustrig Carex echinata, C. paniculata, Myosotis secunda,
Epilobium obscurum, E palustre, Chrysosplenium oppositifolium and Montia fontana with the
occasional Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary! In nearby Alder swamp containing Cornus
sanguinea, a clump of Carex x boenninghausiana (C. paniculata x remota) proved new to v.c,
39 (Staffs.). Athyrium filix-femina, Carex ovalis and Blechnum spicant concluded the
pre-lunch session. Further north Empetrum nigrum, Narthecium ossifragum, Ebrula erecta,
Eleocharis palustrig Equisetum palustre and Mentha aquatica were found and finally what
turned out to be Myriophyllum spicatum was discovered in the Brook.

Turning westwards through Quercus petraea woodland with Melampymm pratense and Linum
catharticum on dry banks, we came to an abandoned gravel quarry, with abundant Crassula
helmsii in the shallow water. The margins supported Veronica scutellata, Salix cinerea
subsp. oleifolia, Myosotis laxa subsp. caespitosa and Dactylorhiza fuchsii; the higher
ground had Cerastium semidecandrum. Oldacre Valley with high base status in parts, hosted
a colony of Thelypteris thelypteroides, Viburnum opuluq Equisetum fluviatile, Dryopteris
carthusiana, Carex nigra, Iris pseudacoruq Vaccinium oxycoccos, Drosera rotundifolia,
putative Dactylorhiza x transiens (D. fuchsii x maculata) and its parents. A small pond
with Ranunculus hederaceus and Elodea canadensis formally ended the rneeting. A few members
were shown Vaccinium x intermedium (V. myrtillus x vitis-idaea) and Crataegus prunifolia
(Crank Thorn) to round of f  a very fu l l  day.  Having covered parts of  three tetrads,  the
score tota l led 205 species.

B.R. FOWLER

*  *  *  *  * *  *  * *  * *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * *  * : *  * { <  * *  *  *  *  * *  * *  *  *  * i .  *

SCOTLAND

5. EAST LANARKSHIRE lgth JULY

Although a joint meeting with the Glasgow Natural History Society, the aim of the meeting
was to record for the BSBI lvlonitoring Scheme. lJaving arrived early at the meeting place,
The Cross at Newbigging, the leader spent half an hour recording in and around the
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village. The party proceeded to gravel pits south-east of Newbigging. On a steep bank on
the way in there was a profusion of Helianthemum nummularium (Comrnon Rockrose) growing in
juxtaposition with Pteridium aquilinum (Bracken)! The occurrence of the Rockrose raised
expectations, but no other calcicoles were found. On a flat wet area there were strong
stands of Rumex longifolius (Northern Dock), R. obtusifolius (Broad-leaved Dock) and their
hybrid. A few plants of Dactylorhiza fuchsii (Conmon Spotted-orchid) and many of D.
purpurella (Northern Marsh-orchid), some of which had heads measuring l5x7cm, were noted.
Among the more insignificant plants on the bare areas were Aphanes microcarpa (Slender
Parsley-piert) and Sagina apetala subsp, erecta (Annual Pearlwort). The party returned to
the cars via the right bank of the South Medwyn River.

After lunch ground adjacent to the Shielhill Hotel was surveyed, part of tetrad A of
the monitoring square. On a bank of the How Burn at the extrelnity of the tetrad, a local
mernber guided us to Petasites japonicus (Giant Butterbur) and Pyrola minor (Common
Wintergreen). Further downstream, Doronicum pardalianches (Leopardrs-bane) and Stellaria
nemorum (Wood Stitchwort) were seen.

For a change of  habi tat  the party moved north to a heathy part  of  tet rad A.  No
noteworthy plants were seen, but where the cars were parked, just outside the monitoring
square, Hieracium brunneocroceum (Fox-and-Cubs) grew along the roadside fence.

A total of 400 records was made for the ivlonitoring Scherne.

P.  MACPIIERSON

6. GLEN LOCHAY. 26th JULY

Despite the forecast for rain all day, which rvas unfortunately absolutely correct, 13
at tended the out ing to record in NN/43 tetrads J and W. In v iew of  the di f f icul t  terra in
and the need to record as much information as speedily as possible, the party divided into
three groups. Two groups attempted the more strenuous climb to the northern coires on
L4eall na Samnha, the other group took the lower ground on the eastern slopes of Ben
Heasgarnich. A dedicated Tim Rich had already been recording having camped over-night in
the nearby Beinn nan Imirean tetrad.

The weather proved much more of  a problem on Ben Heasgarnich wi th navigat ion eventual ly
becoming difficult in a low cloud on the open ground, and the group was forced to leave
the hi l l  in  mid-af ternoon. Despi te not  being able to reach the more interest ing c l i f fs  in
the tetrad,  wi th most of  the ground being blanket  mire,  a good tota l  of  120 species was
rattled up with Saussurea alpina, Carex capillaris, Tofieldia pusilla, Potentilla crantzii
and Cornus suecica The presence of John Trist almost certainly contributed to the records
of Avena alpina and Deschampsia flexuosa var. alpina, and tl-ris party even had the temerity
to pick out Euphrasia scottica and E micrantha!

On Meal l  na Samnha the comparat ively nnore shel tered condi t ions al lowed rnore t ime to be
spent recording. One party went up the renowned AIlt Innishoarach and the other the less
rvell-known Coire Dhubhchlair.

The mica schist  crags in both proved to be the rnain centre of  interest  and between them
the following more local species additional to the above were recorded: Saxifraga nivalis,
Dryas octopetala, Draba incana, Salix reticulata, S. arbuscula, S. lapponum, Botrychium
lunaria" Carex atrata, C. vaginata, Epilobium anagallidifolium, Galium sterneri, Luzula
spicata, Poa alpina, Pyrola minor, Sibbaldia procumbeng Cerastium alpinum, Vaccinium
uliginosum, Deschampsia alpina and Gnaphalium supinum; these provided a good selection of
typical Breadalbane species - an immature Golden Eagle was also seen for good measure.
However the undoubted highlights were a patch of Cystopteris montana and several groups of
Bartsia alpina

The day was well spent, and enjoyed, despite the dismal weather, although much of the
potentially highly productive ground, particularly at higher altitude, was not visited on
ei ther mountain.  But  then there is  a lways next  year!

I would like to thank John Trist who led the party to Ben Heasgarnich.

N. TAYLOR
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7. ANGUS COAST. I5th AUGUST

'l'he purpose of this meeting was to record for the Arable Weed Survey and to visit one of
the Monitoring Scheme squares.

15 part ic ipants (many f rom the Dundee Natural is tsrSociety)  star ted the day at  lvest
Haven near Carnoustie to look for Fumaria densiflora, which had been found there a number
of years previously. Several small populations \Mere soon found round the edge of a sandy
oat-field. Papaver argemone (another species included in the Arable Weed Survey) was also
present in the field and Allium oleraceum was seen on nearby dunes.

The second port of call was East Haven where the fine population of Rhinanthus
angustifolius subsp. grandiflorus was admired and a second colony of Fumaria densiflora
found.

The afternoon was spent recording for the Monitoring Scherne in square 37163, which
included the very rich Elliot Links. Highlights included thriving populations of Lathyms
japonicus var. acutiformis on fixed sand dunes, Rumex hydrolapathum in dune slacks,
characteristic northern species such as Ligusticum scoticum, Juncus balticus and Scabiosa
columbar ia,  the lat ter  reaching i ts  northern l imi t  at  th is local i ty .  The c l imax of  the
visit came with the discovery of a single plant of Polygonum oxyspermum subsp. raii which
was last  recorded f rom El l iot  in 1888 and last  seen in Angus in 1932.

I I .J .  NOLTIE

+*** * **,1. * {< * * ** * * * ** r( * ** * * * ** * ** * * * ** * * * t*,t* * * * * ** ** ** ** * ** ** ** *,1. ** ** ** *r< ** * +,1.,1.**

INFORMATION REQUIRED

4 Boreru,cer ?, i .^"" ,^ [* A T  t H t  l O o .  ' ) F  9 l N  v O l R l r c H  r t l N l  r t l l

Most col lectors of  local  f loras accumulate interest ing bi ts  of  botanical  ephemera.  They
are of ten' thrown inrby a f r iendly booksel ler  wi th other purchases,  as was the above
drawing ,  a botanical  encampment at  the foot  of  Ben Voir l ich.  June l82lr .  I  have been
unable to t race the source of  th is i l lustrat ion and would welcome any informat ion as to
the t i t le  of  the book in rvhich i t  f i rs t  appeared.

MICHAEL WALPOLE, 68 Outwoods Road, LOUGHBOROUGH, Leics.  LEl l  3LY
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