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NOTICE TO MEMBERS

Elections to Council

Nomination for vacancies on Council, in writ ing, signed by two members of the
Society and accompanied by the written consent of the candidate to serve, if elected,
should be sent to the Hon. General Secretary, White Cottage, Slinfold, Horsham,
West  Sussex RHl l l  7RG. to arr ive BEFORE FEBRUARY 1st  1984.

Mary Briggs, Hon. Gen. Sec.

Contributions for inclusion
in B.SR1 ly'ea'.s ,36

must reach the Editor before
l l th  February,  1984.



HON. GEN. SECRETARY'S NOTES
Panel of Referees

Our apologies to our re-appointed and newly appointed Referees that they have
been inadvertently (inexplicably?) tit led as "JudpJes". Rumours that Referees wil l in
future don black caps when sinking a species have not been confirmed. The tit le wil l
revert to "Referees and Specialists" at the next printing. Potentially more confusing
discrepancies are the two genera l isted with no Referee:

In the first, under PTERIDOPHYTA:
Asplenium ) should be bracketed, as Anne Sleep tells us that
PoLystichum ) she is happy to receive specimens of both.

In the second.  under CARYOPHYLLACEAE:
Stellaria ) should be bracketed, as Peter Benoit wil l accept

Cerastium 
ff,:mJt l"1};"t 

the latter, annual species only, with

PLEASE DO NOT SEND PBRENNIAL CERASTIUM SPECIMENS TO
PF]TER BENOIT.

Collecting Plants Abroad
The DoE is to publish a new ieaflet on Plant Importing Regulations in 1984.

Meanwhile we remind members that if they wish to collect plants l i 'om the wild in
Europe or the Meditelranean, they should apply to the Ministry of Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food for a l icence which covers the import of up to 2 kgms - with this
licence the collector can be exempt from phvtosanitarv regulations.

For import l icence and list of'plants not permitted under phytosanitary regula-
t ions apply to the fo l lowing:

M.A .F .F . ,
Plant Health Administrative Unit.
Eagle House,
90-96 Cannon Street ,  London EC4N 6HT.

Dept. of Agriculture and Fisheries for Scotland,
Chesser House,
500 Gorgie Road,  Edinbulgh EH11 3AW.

Collectors also need a permit for collection and export from the
country visited.

The Wildlife Conservation Licensing Section,
Department of the Environment,
Tollgate House,
Houl ton Street .  Br is to l  BS2 gDJ.

and in N. Ireland;
The Dept. of Agriculture for Northern Ireland,
Animal  Heal th Div is ion,
Upper Newtownards Road,  Bel fast  BT4 3SB.



Specimens in Plastic Bags
From the introduction to the List, you wil i see that piastic bags are not normaliy

recommended ibr  sending specimens.  However at  the recent  meet ing of  BSBI
Recorders we heard from Gwynn Ell is that specimens sent to the National Museum
o1'Wales did arrive in good condition in plastic bags IF sent in unseaLed and slightiy
inf la ted p last ic  bags in  s t rong envelopes,  and posted FIRST CLASS on a Monday,
Tuesday or  Wednesday.

For some groups plastic is recommended e.g. Salicornias and Roses; it is helpful
i i  these are wrapped first in paper to absorb any dlops of condensation should the
packets be le f t  on sunny windowsi l ls  cr  in  hot  posta l  vans.  On page 20 , lenny Moore
asks fbr Characeae specimens "damp (not wet) in a polythene bag" and marked "to
be opened at once". This instruction obviously varies with the circumstances of dif -

ferent referees, depending on whether they are in a Department with a team o{'
s tand- in post  openers,  or ,  in  some cases,  the packets may wel l  l ie  unopened on the
doormat of 'an empty house.

Polythene packets ol soggy, blown, mouldering, disintegrating and unidentif iable
vegetation are all too familiar at the receiving end. If there is a good example to hand
in Annual  Exhib i t ion week we p lan to put  i t  on d isplav!  Meanwhi le the recommenda-
t ion is  for  most  specimens to be sent  pressed -  others,  i f  in  poly thene,  wi th
care.

S.a.e.  PLEASE
Another  request  f rom the Recorders 'Meet ing is  p lease to remember postage for

reply. Here again the Recorders' circumstances may differ. but we heard a strong
plea frorn those who are retired, writ ing fi 'om home. and who are at t imes using up tci
2 books of stamps weekly trom their own pockets, replying to enquiries and naming
specimens.  I t  was commented that  s tudents were the worst  of fenders,  not  RSBI
members.  We would par t icu lar ly  ask lecturers and those wi th in f luence on s ludents.
when recommending sending queries to a BStsI Referee or C'ounty Recolder, to
st less p lease SEND POSTAGE FOR REPLY.

CONGRATULATIONS

First ,  to  Dr JOHN DONY whose r ich lv  deserved MBE was announced in the
Birthday Honours.

Then The British Bryological Society which celebrated its Diamond Jubilee in
1983.  By k ind inv i tat ion the Hon.  Gen.  Sec.  represented the BSBI at  the Conver-
sazione and supper of  the Jubi lee meet ing in  September.  In  propt ;s ing the toast  to
the B.B.S. ,  Professor  W. ( - 'ha loner  F.R.S.  remarked that  l i 'om a palaeobotanical
viewpoint 60 years was very short . . . but significant for a specialist society of'
Bryologis ts .  We send greet ings and wish the Society wel l  fbr  the next  60 years.

Golden Wedding greetings to Edgar Milne-Redhead (past-President of BSBI)
and h is  wi fe Ol ive who celebrated th is  achievement  in  September 198i1.

Congratulations also to Professor Will iam T. Stearn, recently electecl to the
Royal Academy of Swedish Sciences, the first Brit ish botanist to be so honoured
since 1964.  Professor  Stearn te l ls  rne that  on a recent  v is i t  to  Swedish Lapland he
ivas looking one midnight at a gr<iund-c(lver plant which he thought at f irst was a
Saxifrage unti l he realised that this dominant plant was Diapensia Lapponir:at



Look farther dig deeper
In 1981 Margaret  Pat terson repor ted a f ine colonr-  of '30 p lants of  Verbascum

puLuerulentum flowering on waste ground in Priory Street, Cardigan, VC 46. As this
species is confined in Britain to roadsides and waste places in East Angiia, and is a
verv rare casual elsewhere. she was puzzled unti i she realised that the site had been
used unti l 1979 by the local Agricultural Co-op for storing falm machinery. Arthur
Chater has told me that further enquiry showed that in 1977 used machinery from a
depot in Norwich was brought to the site, so the source of the colony, which sti l l
f lourishes, can be assur.ned with some certainty.

This tracing and tracking of the movements of a natiue plant across Britain is of
particular interest. contrasting with the recording of considerable numbers of alien
and advent ive p lants,  of ten wi th suggested or ig in and l toss ib le means of  t ransporta-
tion, in each issue of BSR/ Neus.

Tail-piece
The Horsham printer responsible fbr BSBI stationery printing telis us that he has

suppl ied 16,500 Secretary 's  headed postcards to the Hon.  Gen.  Sec.  s ince
197 21.

Mary Briggs

BSBI MEMBERS LEADING
BOTANICAL EXCURSIONS ABROAD IN 1984

Majorca
Crete
S.W. Turkey
Berdun -Aragon, Pyrenees
Bohin i  Jugoslav ia
Wengen -  Swiss Alps
Selva Val Gardena - Dolomites
Berdun & Formigal - Aragon &

High Pyrenees
La Grave Haute Alpes

March Frank Perring 1 week
April Mary Briggs 2 weeks
May Mary Briggs 2 weeks
May/June John Mason 2 weeks
June Mary Briggs 2 weeks
June/July Mary Briggs 2 weeks
July John Richards 2 weeks
July Mary Briggs 2 weeks

July John Mason 1 week

Early April Oleg Polunin 2 weeks

Late April John Akeroyd 2 weeks
'June/Jul.y .Iohn Akero-vd 2 weeks

Detai ls  of  a l l  the above f iom:
Cox & Kings Specia l  In terest  Hoi idays,  46 Marshal l  St reet ,  LONDON WlV

2PA.  Te l :  01 -439  3380 .

E. Aegean Island.s & S.W. Turki.sh
Coast  Cruise

St .  Luc Swiss Alps

Details of these from:
Fairways & Swinford, 37 Abbey Road, St. John's Wood, LONDON NW8 0BY.

Tel :  01-62.1 9 i ' |52



PUZZLE PLANT

The curious misshapen extuberances of the Knopper Gall on acorn cups of euer-
cus robur caused by the gall-wasp Aru dricus quercuscalicls is another which mystif ies
many during the autumn months. At the BSBI oak Symposium at the Llnivei.sity of
Sussex in 1973, Arnold Darlington told us that the first report of this Oak Gall in Bri-
ta in was by Dr M.F.  c lar idge in 1g62.  As i t  happened a quer ied specimen had
arrived in the BSBI post on the rnorning of his paper at the Symposium, providing a
topical demonstration.

Mr Darlington has since recorded the spread of the gall across Britain, from the
first sighting in East Anglia spreading south to the Channel Islands then to the
south-west of Britain, but now across almost the whole of the country. It had a pop-
ulat ionexplos ion, in lgTgwheni twasdi fT icul t to f ind aQuercusroburacorninWest
Sussex that was not infected. Fortunateiy the Andricus is not so prolif ic every
year.

"Fo r  r e l e rence  nex l  Au tumn . ' [ ' he  Hon .  ( ] en .  Se t .  had  rece red  e l eve r r  Knoppe , r  ( ] a l l s  be l i r r e  Mr r l s  . , j J
went to press th is at l tumn I{nopper ( ia l l  s ize l lackets on thc White (  ot tage doormat f l .om rnic l -
Segrtember and t l r rough October do not  norv exci le a l ) r .o.s l )ect  o l  s t r r .pr j .sel . . .

As to the or ig in of  "Knopper"  as the Engl ish name for  th is knobblv gal l .  O.E.D. def ines .knop,as . ,a
sma l l  r ounded  p r . o tube rance ,  boss ,  s t ud .  bu t t on .  t asse l  o r  t he  l i ke " .

I t  was "knoppe" in late middle Engl ish.  mir ld le L)utch ancl  mic ld le low ()erman. cf  .  an old ntrme fbr
Sparganium was 'kno1l  se dge'  and cf  .  Wi l l iam 

' l 'urner 's  
de scr ipt ion ol  ,Astragalus which includes.  o l  the

roots:  "b lacke l i t t le  r r>tes rv i th knoppes lvke:rcornes" l in  T 'he nant 's  of  herbt ' . :  l i r4g. ' I .he Ray Sor. iet - t ,
1965).  (See also Ob.seruer,  t6 Oct  1981i  and 1) .  I r ,1.  I  \ov lS)Si t

Thanks to Pamela Hadden i 'or her drawing. Mary Briggs

Knopper Gal ls  On Acorn t l e i .  I ' a r r r  H a d d e n



EARLY CONSERVATION
Since asking for references to plant conservation earlier than 1885, and Clive

Lovatt'-s published note in reply, on comments on Arabis stricta in 184 1 (BSBI News
32, p. 4 and ll l l , p. 21), David Ailen has drawn attention to his paper 'The early history
of  p lant  conseruat ion in  Br i ta in ' in  Trans.  Leicester  L i t .  Phi l .  Soc.  72,  35-50 (1980).
In this David gives the end of the 18il0s for the earliest signs of the first twinges of
botanical conscience - from the pens of two young men active in the Botanical
Society of  London,  founded in 1836.  One,  Danie i  Cooper,  he quotes wr i t ing in  1837
of the l ikely fate of Battersea fields "when railroads extend into this, the Met-
ropolitan Botanists' favourite locality, overturning and obliterating some of nature 's

choicest productions". However around 1850 one of the Botanical Sociefi's members
ceiebrated "the recent discovery of a new Essex rarity ,BupLeurum falcatum by con-
tributing no fewer than three hundred specimens of it to that year's annual
Exchange"l David Allen's paper is strongly recommended to anyone with an
interest  in  th is  subject .

Dr John Dony has also sent a note of the condemnation by botanists in 1864 of
the RHS which had offered between two and three hundred prizes for the formation
of the best local coliections of wild flowers. John adds that Luton Museum now
holds the Bedfordshire coliection from this competit ion, "300 specimens including
all the larit ies which I am glad to have as their only confirmed record".

Ursula Preston sends a note of specific concern with a suggestion for positive
action. At the end of the last century when W.H. Hudson in Nature in Downland
wrote of the Juniperus communis: "It is to be wished that something could be done
to prevent the destruction of this handsome bush. If one of the great landowners of
the downs would create a juniper preserve at some point where the plant grows
spontaneously and well, he would deserve the gratitude of all lovers of nature who
are accustomed to take their summer rambles in downland" Mary Briggs

STRAIGHTENING THE RECORD
While I much appreciated the very kind sentiments included in my Profi le

published in the last News, it did contain one major error that I must correct, Iest
some future historian of the Society latch on to it as a convenient source of
l ight relief.

In the middle of the profile, a splendidly glamorous picture is painted of me meeting
my wife for the first time, up a willow tree at Flatford Mill. The truth is often said to
be stranger than fiction but, regrettably, in this case it is merely much more prosaic.
In fact,I met Margaret at the tender age of 14 and have been 'going steady'more or
less ever since. Our work on wil low epiphytes, later published in the BSBI Proceed-
lngs, was begun when we were both at university some seven years later, and was the
first of many joint projects that happily, for us at ieast, continue to this day. My wife
has been heard to remark that I am the most unromantic person she has ever met.
The version already published in the News might do something to enhance my dismal
reputation but, if left uncoruected, would not be in the best traditions of a society
devoted to the unbiased search for scientif ic truth!

JOHN CANNON, President BSBI, Botany Dep't, Brit ish Museum (Nat. Hist.),
Cromwel l  Road.  LONDON SW7 5RD. 

i



SENECIO VERNALIS Waldst. & Kit. IN BRITAIN

In Europe,  Sen.ecio uernaLis Waldst .  & Ki t .  has spreacl  verv successfu l lv  l rom W
Russia into C and N Europe in the last 250 years, and now seems to have reached
Belgium and France.

As there seems to be a high probabil ity that this species, a native of E and SE
Europe, S Russia, SW Asia and Afghanistan, eventually wil l also invade Britain, I
want to draw attention to it.

So far, it has been recorded near Bideford, v.c. 4, in 1961, in Market Harborough,
v.c.  55,  in  1968,  1971 and 1972,  in  Lubenham, v.c .  55,  in  1968.  near  Raven-
stonedale,  v .c .  69,  in  1982.  in  the Is le of  Man,  v .c .  71,  in  1982,  and again in  1982 in
Dalgety Bay, v.c. 85. Very often, the species was found in newly seeded roadside
verges and seems to have been imported with grass seed.

S. uernalis is very similar to S. uuLgaris L. in it.s leaf shape, but differs in its
inflorescence, which is a lax corymb of l igulate capitula, very similar to that of S.
squalidus L. Also, S. uernalis very often has a densely alachnoid indumentum. Des-
pite a difference in chromosome number, which is 2n:20 in S. uernalis, but 2n:40
in S. uulgaris, t,he two species seem to hybridise wherever they meet. This hybrid is
known as S. x helwingii Hegi. The main difference between S. uernalis and S.
squalidus is the leaf shape (see il lustration), but they also differ in the indumentum.
Furthermore, S. uernalis is an annual. Although the hybrid between these two
species has never been reported from nature, it can be produced easily under artif i-
cial conditions, and shows up to 34%, pollen ferti i i ty. There seems to be a high poten-
tial for taxonomic confusion, particularly of S. x helutingii with S. x baxteri Druce,
the steri le hybrid between S. uuLgaris and S. squalidus, but also with S. uulgaris var.
hibernicus Syme, the shortly ligulate ruderal variety of S. wilgaris. It may also be of
great interest to follow the spread of S. uernalls in comparison to that of S.
squalidus, which aiso was introduced to Britain.

It may weil be that S. uernalis wil l not establish itsell '  from irnported seed, but
rather extend its range by colonizing Britain from the south.

J.W. KADEREI ' f . ' I 'he Botanv Sch<.rc. r l .  f )owning St .  ( lAMfJRi l l ( ;F l  ( lB l  ;JEA.
BRIDGE CB2 3EA.

I ) r e s o n t  a c l c l l e s s : I r r s t i t u t  { .  S v s t t , r r a t i s c h e  B o t a n i k  r r .  I ) 1 ' l t r r r z t ' n g e o g l a u h i e . I t n  \ e r r e n l r r . i r n e l  l . ' ( ' l ( l  : l l } i . I )

( ; 9 0 0  H E I D F I L B E R G .  \ \ ' .  ( l e l n r a n r '

N{ idd le  cau l ine  leaves  o l  Scr tc t io  so tn l idus  1 , .  11 .  l ) .  basa l  { l l )and midd le  ta r r l ine  lea l  ( .1 )o I  Srnr t ' io  l r ,n ra ls

\ \ ' a l < l s t .  & ' l i t .

11?
3

v
il

It
2

V
l e a v e s  o { ' S e n e c i o



PROF'ILE

(Professor David A. Webb, Ph.D., Sc.D., B.S.B.I. Vice-President)

As the uncrowned king of Irish botany, any attempt at a portrait of David Webb
must smack of lese-majesty. David's is a striking figure, with his aquiline profile,
keen eye, explosive laugh and zestful aura. The key combination of white mane and
blue jeans permits identif ication even at a distance, during most seasons. A vivid
description of an earlier edition Webb was volunteered by an elderly Clare woman:
"Tall, and straight, and wild, and red-headed, climbing away up on them mountains
like a wild goat; sure the students couldn't keep up with him". They still can't.

For many years a pillar of the School of Botany of Trinity College, Dublin, David's
contribution has been outstanding both as scholar and as teacher. A generous patron of
youth, he has brought out the talent in others by the challenge of his own. Of his
scholarly achievements, this is not the place for an extensive account. Irish readers
will have been reared on 'An Irish Flora', now in its sixth edition. His co-editorship of
Flora Europaea spans over twenty years of endeavour. He has earned an added lustre
through his occasional irruptions into other botanical fields, to joust with
phytosociologists, geneticists, and so on; each article a tour de force. At once sage
and enfant terrible, he commands a rare blend of erudition, incisiveness and common
sense, and is delightfully quotable. The breadth of his learning is epitomised in the
two latest works that he has co-authored: the one An Academic History of Trinity
College Dublin, the other - still hot from the press - the Flora of Connemara
and the Bunen.

The magnetic quality of the man makes him liable to become the focus at botanical
gatherings, a presence impossible to ignore. Finally, one cannot forego mention of
the pleasure of David's company at the dinner-table: a lover of good food and wine
(himself a cook of no small ability), a lively debater and a memorable raconteur.
'D.A.' is clearly an established figure in the lore of botanists; a legend in his own
Iitetime. Long may he continue to dazzle and to goad us.

A.N.O.N.

KINDRED SOCIETIES

From time to time we are asked for the addresses of other Brit ish botanical
societ ies: -
BRITISH PTERIDOLOGICAL SOCIETY:
Hon. Sec.  Mr A.R. Busby,  42 Lewisham Road, Smethwick,  WARLEY, West Midlands 866 28S.

BRITISH LICHEN SOCIETY:
Hon. Sec.  Mr J.R. Laundon, Dept of  Botany,  Br i t ish Museum (Nat.  Hist . )  LONDON SW7 5BD.

SW7 sBD.

BRITISH BRYOLOGICAL SOCIETY:
Hon. Sec. Dr R.E. Longton, Dept. of Botany, The University, READING RG6 2AS.

BRITISH PHYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY:
Hon. Sec. Dr J.M. Jones, Dept. of Marine Biology, PORT ERIN, Isle of Man.

BRITISH MYCOLOGICAL SOCIETY:
Hon. Sec. Dr H.O.W. Eggins, Biodeterioration Centre, University of Aston in Birmingham, St. Peter's
College, BIRMINGHAM 88 3TE.



ALIENS And ADVENTIVES
ADVENTIVE NEWS 26 compi led bt  Adr ian L.  Grentel l

MORE ON TAN BARK ALIENS
An August  v is i t  to the Manor Tannery,  [ i rampound, Cornwal l  b: -  A.J.  By{ ie ld,  K.L.  Spurgin and the

writer produced a rich t rop of adventives hailing liom 
-l'urke,r'. 

Nerv to Britain was ('lzrozoplioru tirtt'k;rlct
(L.)  a.  Juss. ,  det .  EJC, Hb. ALG. one of  two Medi terranean annuals t reated at  speci f ic  le"el  in the FL 2
account of  Euphorbiceae. This,  and C. obl iquo,  a le t reated as a s ingle polymorphic s1;ecies b.v.A, .
Radcliffe-Snrith in the more re cent l'lora of Turkel,. C. tinctorio, finely depicted by G. M. S. [.las1', approp -

r iate l .y  l l 'om a 1 974 
- I 'urk ish galher ing,  has leavessi lvel ish wi th short  ste l late hairs and appears st l ik ingh,

amararr th- l ike:  i t  could easi ly  be mistaken for  such at  f i ls t  s ight .  Perrenia lAnroranthus defLexus L. ,Ci t -
r i l lus lanatus (Water Melon) and (-ucumis rr ie lo {Melon)were al l  nerv to ( -ornwal l ;  seeds of  the later  ducr
nrust have been introduced into the tan bark by human agencyl Amarenthus albus, T'rit'oLium (onstatl-

tinopolitttnunt and Mabo nicat,ensis wele also present.
The propr ietors,  the Croggon brothers,  te l l  me that  the cupules of  Valonia Oak.  Qucrr :u ' -  macrolepis.

imported from 
'lurkey, 

are crushed and used in conjunction with Forest ol l)ear oak bark lbr the extraction ol
tannins used in the product ion ofhigh qual i ty  shoe leather.  The deuse15'  pubescent cupules.  up t ( )  .1()  mm
b diameter with their spreading scarles, provide an excellent vehicle for the introduction ol alien prr4raglrles. the
survival  of  which is  a ided by the fact  that  tannin leaching is  carr ied out  under neut ta l  condi t ions.  l , ln t i l
recent  vears,  the spent bark was dumped but  i t  now f inds increasing use hort icul tural ly  as a mulch (peat

being expensive in Cornwal l ) :  i ts  importance as a source ol  advent ives wtrs I i rs t  lecognised bv L. ,J.
Marget ts in the ear lv 1970's.  The Clountv l )emonstrat . ion ( ]arden at  Probus is  a b ig user and here in
August  the wr i ter  lound Amoria g lomert t t t t  (L.)  R.M. Burton (Trr /o l lum gLomerotum).Tr i l i tL ium stabrum,
Secur igero secur idoca ( l - . )  Degen & Dorf ler ,  Orn. i thopus (omprpssas L.  (new to C'ornwal l )  and sevelal
Medicttgo species.

A large crop of seedlings was found in late September dudng a second tannen visit (Mrs tl.E.M. Callatt,
K.L.  Spurgin and the wr i ter) :  the most noteworthy so f  ar  ident i f ied beingLath.r , rus a pha(a agg.  (cr i t ical in
'lurkey): PLsum satiuum, Meditago trunctttulo and Hymtnocarpus circinnntus (L.) Savi. all new to Comwall;
TrifoLium angustit'oLium; Scorpiurus muricotus: Ornithopus conrpreb^sus; ('oronilLa cf corcnata 1,. ancl
Onobrychis aequidentata {Sibth.  & Sm.)  D'LIrv.  both new to Br i ta in.  Mature plants o l  Portu lata oktrater t
and Medicago minima rvere noted.

The fo l lowing cumulat ive l is t  comprises no less than 75' , . i  Iegunres -  an astonishingl l '  h igh proport ion.
The complete absence of  Composi tae ancl  ( ] raminut  is  pal t icular ly  not iceable.

AMAR.ANTHACEAE
Amaranthus oLbus

rleflents
PORTUI.ACACEAE
Portulaca oleract'n
CARYOPHYLI.AC EAE
Herniuri.a htrsuta
LEGTTMINOSAE
Lnthyrus annus

aphoca
cicerct
ulconspttuus

Hsum sat tuum
Medit'ago urabictt

cf laciniota
MLNINIO

poLymorpha

trunc0tuL0
.lmoria glomerata

Trifolium alfine
angustifoLium

t t t n s ta n lino p t t li t an u m

'l\'ifoliunt 
dubtum
rep('ns
resuTtitatum
stul t rum
sp?(I0sunt
totn('nt0sum

Htme rutt arpu s cirti nnotu s
Secrrlgera st<urida<u
( ) r ntth o p u s c{/mrDr(,ssus
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ADVENTIVE FERNS -  t  (see f ront  cover ' )

Adiantum pedatun L. .  A very rare garden escape establ ished on a br idge near Virg in ia Water,  Berks. ,
hoc.  BSBI 7:  632 (1969).  Is  i t  s t i l l  there? Records of  A.  capi l lus-uener is as an escape are much more f re,
quent and of ten f rom in land s i tes;  I  suspect  a l l  are not  ( 'orrect ,  (?)  more of ten now than the Br i t ish nat ive.
A.  cuneatt tm (Lang.)  Fisch.  completes a t r io a l l  very s imi lar  which could escape and be over looked. I
should welcome fronds in supptr t  of  any in land record not  considered a nat ive occulrence.

Pfr:ris species are also frequentll' grown in greenhouses and rarell'recorded outside. They are not
hardv. P. cretica L. was reported on a Bristol lJniversity wall in 19i] 0 (Dr M.C. Smith); f rom a Clifton grat-
ing in 1981 (A.J.  Byf ie ld)  and f rom Gough's ( lave,  Cheddar,  Som. in 1979 (R.M. Payne).  The f lora of  the
Londott  Area l is ts hal f  a dozen s i tes:  J.B.  Latham (1981: | )  reports i t  "completely natural ised on a damp
basenrentu 'a l l ,growingwithbracken",KensingtonCourt ,London.W8..J. l \ { .N{ul l in 'sP.  muLt i f tdaPott ' . in
aB r i s t o l basemen t ( I 9?4 )canno tno rvbe found . I kn r>wo l t h ree reco rdso1P . t r emu laR .B r .Twoo f t hese
appeared in Nea,s 1-1:17 and the th i rd,  re lat ing to J.M. Mul l in 's  1981 S. Kensington record,  was sum-
marised in WF Mog. 394:36. The frosts <.luickly accounted ibr each. Adifically warm conditions on the
'hot'colliery tip at Bream, W. Glos. affbrded some 18 protection lbrP uitt.ataL. (P. bneifolia auct. non L.)
but, alas, it has now gone,last seen in 19ll1 by T.G. Evans. When I visited the site in 1979 the Iew remaining
plantswereaccompaniedbyOsmundaregol js ,anotheroccasional  escape.ThehistorvolP Di t tataonthe
Oxlord Botanic Garden conservatorv wal l  is  a st i l l  longer one;  i t  appears to date l rotr  Druce's 192.1
record underP. Iongifolia when it had been 'there for some years ". Lousley ( I 964) and .Iarett ( 1 967) each
repo r t ed i t s con t i nuedex i s t enceand l imag ine tha t i tmaywe l l s t i l l be the re . t so th th i sandP  l ong i f o l i aL .
have long been confused: Janett  (1968) states that  the lat ter  was almost  certa in ly the f i rs t  to be
introduced ( f rom the New World t ropics)  but  that  P.  u i t tata f iom temperate and t ropical  regions of  the
Old World has "almost  completely ousted" i t  as a greenhouse plant .

Young plants of  Dicksonia antarct icaLabi l l . ,which is  establ ished in the Sci l l ies and on Valent ia Is land.
Co. Kerry, have been seen frequently in and around the Penjerrick estate, nr. Falmouth, Cornwall since
1961- D. McCl intock & Mrs B.E.M. Garrat t  col lected i t  nearby at  Glendurgan in 1983: based on a
photocopy of the specimen, BM - Blechnum chiLen.se (Kaulf.) Mett. (a name which JMM tells me may have
to give way to B.  caudatum Desv.)  has come to me from two new Cornish local i t ies:  ' f regeseal  

Val ley,  St .
Just- in-Penwith,  in hedgerow, Miss I .F.  Gravestock.  1982, det .  & Hb. ALG and abundant on a derel ic t
estate, Lilliow, nr. Truro, comm. K.L. Spurgin. Fertile fronds are rare in Br. Cyrtomiun falcotum (L.f .)
(Polystichum folcatum) is probably well known to members holidaying in Guernsey and the Scillies: on
the mainland i t  has long been establ ished (and increasing) in the centre of  Chel tenham, Glos.  in base-
men tsandg ra t i ngs .Ap lan t su rv i vedonew in te r rep le tew i t hpo tandso i l ! - ad i sca rdedhousep lan t  ona
Bristo l  t ip  a few vears ago.

MORE ON SOTANAC'AE IN BRITAIN

Solanum sorrachoides Sendtn.* Established wool-alien in market-garden fields, Flitwjck, Beds., C.G.
Hansonel .  a l .SolanumxprocumensLesl ie, i tshybr idwi thS.nigrumspp.n4trun, isoccasional lyencoun-
tered in these f ie lds as in 1978 and 1983, C.G. Hanson, B.S.  Worzel l  et .  o/ .  Both are superbly depicted by
G.M.S. Easy opposi te *Lesl ie (  1976) showed that  most  Br i t ish matenal  under th is name is re lerable to S.
niti.dibaccatum Bitter and that S. sanachoides Sendtn. emend. Bitter is much the rarer species. In view of
the complex and confused nature of the aggregate in South America, its country of origin. I use the name
S. sarrachoides in its widest sense.

Solanum capsicoide.s All. (5. aculeatissimum Jacq., S. ciliatum Lam.): Single plant in a seed tray, Tun-
bridge Wells, Kent, Mrs J. Denton, det. at Kew, Hb. ALG. My own attempt at botanical illustration
appears on p. 15 S. copsicoides. a short-lived perennial to I m, is a native of Central America and has been
grown, despite its learsome spines, as an ornamental for its attractive fruits and is widely naturalised in
tropical ateas. Previous Br records, under S. ciliatum, ale from a rubbish tip, Dagenham, Essex in 1926
and again in greater quantity in 1927' also from Grays, Essex and Yiewsley, Middx. without date (BEC
1927:372,1928).  Gortcr in 7(12):203 (1975) g ives a more recent  Hol land record,
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Ph.r 'so/ is  angulata L. :  Single p lant  on a norv d isusc.d t ip.  l ,ezavre. lO\1,  det .  Al , (1,  Hb. Manx Mus.,
comm. N{ iss M. Devereau. NIuch the rarest  of  the vel lou ' f ld.  annualPhlsa/ is  species encountered in Br.
L ls ing EJC's account of  th is nruch-conlused group {M,r ' r -  21:1E,) ,  I  have devised the lo l lowing ar t i l lc ia l
key which should help Iuture workers:-

L.  Perennial
2.  ( iorol la whi t ish;  p lant  sornewhat pubes<:ent :  l ru i t ing

cal i 'x  orange or orange/rect
2.  [ 'oro l la yel low rv i th prrrp)e markings in th loat :  yr lant

wi th dense indunrentuln i  { i 'u i t ing calyx green
l .  Annual

i i .  Frui t ing pedicels 15- l lOmm: anthers 1.5-2mm
:1.  Frui t ing pedicels 8mm; anthers up to imm

,1.  Colol la 5-1()mrn.  yel low wi th pulp le rnark ings in throat ;
anthers 1.2-8mnr,  st ra ight  at  matur i t i  P ixo<orpu

-1.  Corol la 5-1Omm, vel low (occasir>nal lv  wi th pulp ie nralk ings in throat) :
anthers il-5nrrn. culved at maturitv It. philadelphfta

BIRD.SEED ALIENS
Dr Stephen O'Dennel l ,  who "does not  normal lv  rnake a point  of  searching for  a l iens",  wdtes " I  was

lucky enough to stumble on a fantast ic  crop of  a l iens in the centre of  Birnr ingham' ' .  He r ight lv  suggests

bird-seed fed to p igeons coupled rv i th considerable soi l  d isturbance in the grounds ol  the Angl ican
( lathedral  as the main factors involved.  In adcl i t ion ILt  Antaranthus retrofLt 'nts, .Sclor ic  spp. .  Sorghum
halepertsc, DiAibria and Echirutthloa crus-galli rvele the much rarer Clutttpodium amhntsiofules, Anethum
graueol t ,n.s,  Solonum rostretum and Panicum t 'api l lore, the lat ter  in some quant i ty .  Ol  Amaranthus olbus
Dr O'Donnel l  wr i tes "The f ru i t  is  qui te remarkable .  .  .  .  .  a k ind of  egg cup al langement wi th the seed as
the egg and wi th a l i t t le  cosv pul led over i1" . ' l 'h is  colour lu l  descr ipt ion ol ' t ransverse dehiscence in
Amaranthus may help beginners and amuse the taronomist l  lSee G.M.S. l iasv 's drawingsof  Amuronthus
spec ies  i n  ( ' ambr i dgesh i r e  i n  M ' t l s  22 :  18 -19 ) .

This f ine haul .  a l l  det .  or  conf ' .  ALG, rvas completed hv the verv lare l r i r r l -seed introduct ions Sida

spinoso L.  and tbe at t ract ive 91e\ ' -Freen panic led grass.  Eragrosl ls  t : i / iancnsis.  more usual lv  Iound ars a
wtxr l  a l ien.  N.  American malvact ,ous Srdn splnosn,  a weed in Afr ica (whenr 'e i t  probablv canre),  sports

smal l  orangc l lowers apparent l l  opening at  n ight  suggest ing moth pol l inat ion.  I ts  lack of  epicalvx seg-

nrents grouJ)s it with Abutilon.
Pani tum tapiL lar t ' ,arare casual .  has been the subject  of  several  records th is vear,  the recorders stress-

ing the huge s ize of  the pranic les.  up to i )0 cm wic le.  and the profusion oI  p lants.  C.( ] .  Hanson reports i t

thus f rom Rve N{eads Sewage u,orks.  Herts.  and M.A.R. l i i tc l ien f rom a Bl is to l  rvater f r 'ont  at<otnp:rn ied
lrv Anroront l tus a lbus and St lur io rcr t ic i l la la.  

' fhe 
hot  surnnrer 'perhaps.  t r  change in the tonrposi t ion of '

b i rd seed mixtures,  or  both ' l  L ikewise Storpiurus nlur i (utus wi th i t .s  cur ious i r regular ly  coi led.  t  sprny
legumes. R.  Iv{aycock sent  i t  l i 'om a StewkleS' ,  Bucks.  garden. det .  J .G. I )on1-,  conf .  ALG; Mrs D.I .  Cot ' -

ker i l l  f rom a garden at  White Ladies Aston,  Wor<'s:  otherv ise i t  d id wel i  in  Bedfbrdshire f ie lds as a wool
a l i e n . S o m e t i m e s s e n t l o m e a s S . / s u b u j l / o s u s i a l a s , i t n e v e r i s . A l i e l d a t F l r n s f o r d , K e n t . p a r t i a l h ' t l e a l e ( l
wi th sewage s luclge.  v ie lded Ruyt l turum subot,atum. ( ' t+t tourect  d i lutu.  a led f  orm of  Atr tpLtx hol l t 'nsrs

and M,sl rapani tu lata lL. )  Desv.  l .or  R.N' I .  Burton.  M's1ta tan no longel  warrant  i ts  p lace inCT'W 2:E, l ( '

te l ls  rne ht 'has not  received a specinren in th i r t t  vears.  From the sanre l ie ld Dr ( i .S. . loyce reported sper-

tacular  (Jnonis baet i to,  Lepidiurr t  sat i t :um and Vaccor io h ispani ta,a l l  conrnr.  and cor. r f .  R.M. Burton.  Plan-

t t tgo ofra L.  appeared in Mrs P.  FI i l l 's  Wel l ington,  Sonr. .  garden.Ma&. 'c n icaeensis,  on c l is tu lbed glound,

disused larm-v-ard.  Newpor ' l ,  ION{,  rnav h:rve : r r r ived l l r r rn b i rd seed but  rnole l ikelv v ia farmvard manul  e

l r om ca t t l e  f eed .  (B .  Shepha rd ) .

F i na l l v  I t hank  n ren rb t ' r ' s  l i r l  t he i r  s l ) eo i r ) ) ens  an r l  l e t o r ' ( l s  l n ) i t n \ ' on  . r "  x  l i ' s l i p s l  SAF)  i i  vo r :  I ' equ i r e

any):holre l , . r l ly  a l l  rv i l l  evenluLr l l r 'be publ ished sonre in tbe WI- 'Mag. l 'n lnr  r lual  members.  Pletrse makc

sure you send detai ls  to vour v i te-r 'ountv recordels.  Specimens.  prele lab)v dr ied and reprcsenl i \ ,e.  to

myse l l  o r  J .M .  N Iu l l i n ,  l ) eJ ra l t n ren t  o l  B r i t anv ,  l ] r ' i t i sh  N luseum tNa t .  H i s t . ) .  LONDON S \ \ r ; ;B I ) .
don  SW7 i rBD .

A .L .  ( iRENt " t ' l l , L .  19  S ta t i t i n  Roa r l .  \ \ i i n t e rbou rne  [ ) o *n .  f ]R lS I 'OL  US I ;  lEP .

P. alht'ht'ngi

P. peruuiana

P. anguLato

I +



Solanum capsicoides All. del. A.L. Grenfell O 1983



SHODDY ALIENS (Part 2)

This is the second short article on plants. found where there has been shoddy.
The shingle bank of the River Tweed, where these piants have been recolded for
over sixty years is sti l l  very overgrown, but there are occasionally small areas of bare
ground. There one often sees the Medicks with their spiny fruit. Among these are
Medicago polymorha and M. arabica, which are well illustrated in most wild flower
books. Other medicks often seen are Medicago minima var.longiseta, M. laciniata,
M. praecox and M. truncatula, which was called M. tribuloides.

Medicago minimavar.longiseta differs from the type by being clothed with whiter
and softer pubescence and in having longer spined I'ruit.Medicago laciniata extends
from North Africa, through the Middle East to Pakistan. It is also an adventive in
South Africa. A glabrous prostrate annual, the easiest way to distinguish it, is
by the shape of the leaves.

M. praecox and M. truncatula are plants of bare ground round the Mediterranean.
The former is all ied to M. polymorpha, but is smaller and less pubescent, the
stipules pinnatif id-laciniate, fruit 2-3 coils, and usually 1-2 flowers. The latter's
flowers are orangy yellow. The fruits cylindrical, not reticulate, with 4-6 coils, the
keeled margin grooved on both sides and armed with conical spines. All these I have
seen in the last few years at Galashiels.

MRS O.M. STEWART. 1 '1 Church Hi l l ,  EDINtsLIRGH, EH10 4BQ.

RED INDIAN BEAN TREE IN WESTMINSTER

There are a number of fine trees of CataLpa bignoniodes Walt. at V/t strninster
(Middx.) in Palace Yard and Parliament Square. A scorched-earth policy'is pursued
against all unwanted plants ir-r such places; however I noticed a large number ol '
seedlings of this tree growing in the ;helter of a narrow roadside gully in the summer
of 1983, and a few are being grown on. Presumably this phenomenon is a result of an
unusually hot summer', also dependent on seed production in previous years.

R.  Palmer.

WHITE CURRANTS

This summer, I found wild white currants for the first time ever, in a tree-belt near
Alton, Hants. There were berry-bearing red currants in the same tree-belt. Across
the other side of a field there was once a big house, which, no doubt, had a fruit-
garden. The white berries are not only a different colour, they are quoit-shaped, as
opposed to globular and their taste is sweeter. Has anybody else found them in
the wild?

Lady ANNE BREWIS, Benhams, Blackmoor, LISS, Hants.

NORTHERN FRANCFJ

Any member planning to visit Northern France or Belgium who would like to contribute to the recording
scheme organised bv Institut Floristique Franco-Belge (I.F.F.ts.1 at the Station D'etudes en Baie de Somrnr.
Univers i te de Picardie,  p lease wr i te to:  Prof  F.  Vignon, Secretai re I .F.F.B. ,  Facul te des Sciences,  33 rue
Saint-Leu,  80039 A-N{IENS Cedex.
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BSBI FIELD MEETING, SWITZERLAND,
JUNE 26 - JULY 3, 1984

Leader: Adrian Grenfell

This meeting wil l be based at Lauterbrunnen approximately 12 miies south of
Interlaken in the heart of the Bernese Oberland. At this time many alpine and sub-
alp ine species wi l l  be at  thei r  best  and members wi l l  have the opportuni tv  to see
several Brit ish rarit ies without stepping on Lynne Farreil 's toesl

The party, which wii l be l imited to 15/16 in number, wil l f ly from London
(Heathrow) to Zurich for transfer to Lauterbrunnen and wil l use shared accom-
modation in pine-wood chaiets at the Camping Jungfi 'au site (self-catering). Hotei
accommodation can be arranged if required. Five all-day excursions wil l include
botanising on the summit of Schilthorn (9,400 ft) and in the Eigergletscher/
Biglenalp area and wil l be strenuous, perhaps suited to younger members. One free
day wil l be set aside tbr an (optional) exculsion to the Jungfraujoch. Cost, excluding
food,  is  not  expected to exceed !150.

Full details/booking forms will be available in iate December; members intelested
should write to:-
A.L.  Grenfe l l ,  19 Stat ion Road,  Winte lbourne Down, Br is to l ,  BS17 1EP.
(Telephone:  Winterbourne (045.1)  i714181 .

BSBI REGIONAL PUBLICATIONS

Some members may be unaware that  our  col leagues in Scot land,  Wales and
Ire land produce thei r  own per iodicals  which are d i .s t r ibuted to those res ident  in  the
regions concerned.

So that all members can obtain copies, the following auangements have
been made.
Scot t ish Newslet ter  -  publ ished annual lv  in  Apr i l .

To be inc luded on the mai l ing l is t ,  open on account .  by sending t l  to :  PETER
MACPHERSON, 15 Lubnaie Road.  GLASGOW G.13 2RY.
We lsh  Bu l l e t i n  

' l 'wo  
i ssues  pe r  vea l ' .

To obta in,  send 50p p lus two 872" x  6"  s .a.e.  to :
R.G. ELLIS, Botany Dep't, National N{useum of Wales, (IARDIFF CFI ;lNP.
Irish Naturalists' Journal

Subscr ipt ion pr ice IR t10.00 ( :  t9 .00 ster l ing)  p.a.  Indiv idual  issue t2.50

Ser . rd  t o :  PAL I I ,  HACKNEY,  Dep ' t  o f  Bo tan r '&  Zoo iogv .  ( j l s t e r  N luseun r
BELFAST tsT9 5AB

LE



FORTHCOMING CONFERENCE

The Meetings Committee wishes to announce that a residential weekend con-
ference entit led 'Archaeology arud the Flora of the Brit ish Lsles'is to be held at St.
Anne's Col lege Oxford 21-23 September 1984.

The all- inclusive price for the weekend and conference dinner wil l be in the region
o{' 155.00. The conference is being organised jointly with the Association for
Environmental Archaeology. The contributors will include Judith T\rmer, Ian Simmons,
Martin Jones, Peter Moore, Alan Hall and Peter Reynolds and the subject matter
arranged by habitat. There wil l be a field excursion.

Application forms wil l be distributed with a spring BStsI mail ing

Other (non-BSBI ) Notices

XIV International BOTANICAL CONGRESS
24th July - lst August 1987 Berlin (West), Germany

Programme Div is ions

1.  Metabol ic  Botany ,1.  Structural  Botany
2. I)evelopmental Botany i). Systematic and Evolutionary Botany
i l .  Genet ics and Plant  Breeding 6.  Environmental  Botany

There wi l l  be general  lectures,  symposia ( to inc lude lectures and a select ion of  contr ibuted papers)  and
poster  sessrons.

The Nomenclature Sect ion wi l l  convene in Ber l in 2Oth 24th ' Iu lv 1987.

Field Trips
Pre- and post-congress scient i f ic  f ie ld t r ips wi l l  be arranged to var ious parts of  centra l .  south and

nofth Europe.

The hrst Circular
is available on request and includes further details of the Congress and a preliminary reply form to be

returned i f  you wish to receive lur ther informat ion and documents.
Enquir ies should be sent  to the ( longress Secretar iat :

Prof .  Dr Werner Greuter .
XIV International Botanical (-'onsress.

Konigin-Luise -Strasse 6-8,
I ) -1000 I ler l in (West)  i l3 .

STRUCTURE AND EVOLUTION OF THE BRITISH FLORA

A short course - 1 1 lectures - wil l be held at Birbeck College, from January 1984.
On Wednesday evenings at 6.30 pm, the topics covered wil l include the history and
development of the Brit ish flora, present day vegetation types and evolution in the
Brit ish flora. The course is aimed at the interested amateur but the experience of
participants wil l be readily accepted. Enquiries should be sent to:
MARTIN INGROUILLE, Botany Department, Birbeck College, Malet Street,
LONDON WC 1  7HX.
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FIELD STUDIES
Rachel Hamilton, our representative on the Field Studies Council sends a synop-

sis of the courses organised for 1984 at the 9 centres; indicated as follows: P.M. :

Preston Mountford, near Shrewsbur-y, DF : Dale Fort, near Haverford west, J.H.
: Juniper Hall near Dorking, S.L. : Slapton Ley, S. Devon, M.T. : Malham Tarn,
Settle, F.M. : Flatford Mill. near Colchester, L.W. : Leonard Wills, near Taunton,
O. : Orielton. Pembroke, and DR : Drapers, near Bettws-y-Coed.

Once again in 1984 the Field Studies Council is providing an enormous variety of
courses (from 2 days to a week) in all sorts of botanical topics, and at all levels of dif-
f iculty (physical and academic). Here is a selection to whet the appetite.

If i t is a holiday with plants you are looking for, many of the centre.s run courses
exploiting their area, and looking at f lowers of the season: Flouters of the Pem-
brokeshire Coosl (May), FLowers of Pembrokeshire (June) both at DF, Plants of S.
Deuon and Dartrnoor (August, S.L) Flourers of the Limestone (June, D),Wild Flowers in
Spine (June, F.M.), Sprinq FLowers and Things (May, L.W.), FLowers tn Late Summer
(August, M.T.) Frults in Season (October, L.W.)

' [ 'here 
are ideal  opportur . r i t ies to develop a new, ser ious interest :  Medic inol  Plants (L.W. or  F.M.)  or

ITerbs und Herbal ism at  the same two centres,  Sedges and RusAcs (F.Nl .  orJ.H..  both in.June).  Lfuhens
(J.H.,  a weekend in June. M.T. ,  5 davs in Sept,  or  O.,  a week in August  ) .  Most  of  the ( 'entres run a Fungus
< ourse.  in Sept o l  Oct ,  for  a weekend or '  longer and assuming a vary ing am()unt  of  exper ience and gas-

t lononr ic cur iosi t l  l

For people wanting to consolidate their understanding of a pa[ticuiar', perhaps
diff icult, group, or to look into different approaches, there are some courses which
build on previous knowledge: Ferns (S.L., DR or P.M., all in August) Docks and
Knotuteeds (Preston, Montford, August) Grasses, Sedges and Rushes (P.M., June
M.T. July) and Getting to Grips with Grasses (DF, August), Orchids (J.H., May and
.June) The ldentification of Plants rlithout using their flowers (L.W., October) and
Winter Botany, at the same centre in February, The Potential of Plants (F.M.,
September) .

Full details of these and masses more courses including an exciting selection of
foreign trips can be obtained from the F.S.C. Information Office, Preston Montford,
Shrewsbury SY4 1HW.

CHARACEAE ATLAS
Have you got your copy of the Characeae AtLas which was published in April

1983? This is an Atlas with a difference as, apart from the distribution maps, it also
contains a complete catalogue of the charophyte specimens of the B.M. Herbarium.
I would be pleased to receive any comments on the maps or catalogue data from
members who have had time to digest their copies. There are many "blank squares"
ofthe Brit ish Isles where charophytes have not been recorded, thus providing scope
for members in those areas to gain a "first" by searching out these elusive plants
The Prouisional Atlas of the Characeae of the British Isles, including a catalogue of

specimens held in the Herbarium of the British Museum fNatural History) by J.A.
Moore and D.M. Greene is available from I.T.E., 68 Hil ls Road, Cambridge, CB2
1LA and costs !6.35. Characeae specimens for identif ication should be sent to Mrs
Jenny Moore at the Botany Department of the B.M. A plant is best sent damp (not

wet) in a polythene bag and strong envelope marked "Live Plant Material -

Open at once".
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Requests
Flora of the Lizard

Work is currently being undertaken by the University of Bristol Lizafi, Project to
compile a Flora of the Lizard Peninsula (West Cornwall, v.c. 1). It is hoped that the
flora will cover all vascular plants and charophytes, for which the area is famous, and
it is intended to incorporate both historical and recent records.

Recent recording has been based on the one-km squares ofthe National Grid, but
for more unusual species it is hoped to include more precise details of their
occurrence at the Lizard.

Records would be welcomed from Members, ideally accompanied by the following
details: locality, grid reference, date, recorder and notes on the plant's frequency
and ecology at the site.

Please send records, or write for
A.J. BYFIELD, Dept of Botany, The
BS8  7UG.

TETRAGONOLOBUS MARITIMUS
I am about to embark on a study of the population biology of this species at a disused

quarry site in Oxfordshire. Can anyone help me with information on the history of
the species'introduction into Britain, details of associated species at other sites, or
with any aspects of its ecology?

Although this is a personal project, I should be grateful ifreplies could be sent to
the address below.

DR ROGER COUSENS, Weed Research Organisation, Yarnton, OXFORD
OXs lPF.

ANTHOCYANIN FRTNGF] SURVEY
I am at present engaged in a study of the anthocyanin fringe polymorphism in

Arum maculcttumL. (see ly'erus 33, p. 20). As far as I know, this polymorphism has
never been the subject of a country-wide investigation. I would therefore, be most
grateful if BSBI members could provide me with the following information -

whether the leaf margin is edged with purplish to black coloration or not, and if i t is,
whether the leaves are spotted or not, in local populations of A. maculatum L., the
frequency of occurrence of this fringe polymorphism (if t ime permits), locality,
habitat description, appropriate vice-county and six-figule grid reference. Postage
will be refunded if requested.

PHILIP HARMES, 21 Nen'thorne Place, BUCKLEY, Deeside, Clwvd CH7 2EY.

Motorway History Film
A film on the natural history of motorways to be shown on television, is currently

being researched by Uden Associates Ltd. NCC has recommended that our members
could possibly help with this project. The researcher writes:-

"What we would particularly like to find is a botanist who has surveyed an area where a new motorway
will shortly be built, and who is trying to save an area of botanical interest by getting the motorway
rerouted. We know, for example, of some exceptional oxslip sites and an ancient alder swamp which were
threatened hu the M 1 1 some years ago; but unfortunately these were ultimately destroyed, and there is
nothins left to film".

further information to:
University, Woodland Rd, BRISTOL BS8 7UG.
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Information on specrtacular dislays or appearance of interesting species along
motorways would be welcor.ne, and if any member would l ike to help plea.se
contact:
BARBIE CAMPBELL COLE, Uden Associates Ltd. ,  Chelsea Wharf ,  Lots Road,
Che lsea ,  LONDON SW10  OQS.

LOTUS SUBBIFLORUS AND L. ANGUSTISSIMU,g IN S.W. ENGLAND
On 7th August, 1975, a fire on cliffs at Rickham Common, S. Devon, (v.c. iJ,) burnt

an extensive area of coastal scrub dominated by Ulex europaeu.s. Init ially. the bare
ground was colonised by a wide range ol' (mainly annual) species, including several
normally associated with marit ime grasslands rather than scrub, e.g. Sedum
anglicum (the dominant species unti l 1979), SperguLaria rupicoLo, PLantago cor-
onopus, Erodium maritimum and Jasione montana. Within three years a patchy
grassland had developed, dominated bv Holcus lanatus, but over large areas this has
now been replaced by a dense scrub of ULex europaeu.s and Rubus fruticosus.

Of all the early colonisers the two of greatest interest were Lotus subbiflorus (first
re:orCed 1976) and,L.  angust iss imus (1978).  Unt i l  1981 both species spread rapid ly
(at  ieast  30 patches of  L.  angust iss imus and'hundreds 'of  ,L .  subbi fLorus in  1980),
although they have since undergone a sharp decline with many sites becoming com-
pletely overgrown by rankllolcus lanotus,or by bushes of ULex orRubus.It appears
that L. angustissimus is now extinct on the site while L. subbiflorus persists only
along the edge of the clifftop path, which is kept clear of encroaching ULex by
National Trust staff.

How these Lotus species arrived on the site is a complete mystery; before the fire,
in 1973, a search along the South Hams cliff.s (from Bolt Tail to Start Point) turned
up no plants of L. angustis.simu.s, and only three colonies of L. subbiflorus (nearest to
burnt area c l km E.S.E.). Perhaps the most l ikely explanation is that init ial
colonisation was from buried seed, and it is tempting to suggest that the two Lotus
species - and also some of the marit ime annuals - can only survive on these
relatively sheltered sea-cliffs if ground is (at least intermittently) kept open by some
form of disturbance; in this case fire, but landslips, grazing,trampling or fbotpath
maintenance could do just  as wel l .

L. angustissimus is becoming increasingly rare in Britain, rvith almost two-thilds
of its 10 km square records being pre-1930 only (AtLas of the Brit ishFlora 1962).ln
many areas the traditional practice of controll ing clifftop scrub by burning has long
since been abandoned. and this - coupled with myxomatosis - may have allowed
scrub vegetation to replace the paramalit ime grasslands which L. angustissimus
appears to favour. This is certainiy the case on Rickham Common where, according
to local vil lagers, the cliffs at one time had open grassland where now there is only
impenetrabl e LIlex scrub.

I would be pieased to hear from anyone who has habitat records for these /,otas
species in S.W. engiand, and would especiaily welcome any information on sites
where one or other used to occur but is now known to be extinct. I am hoping to visit
a number of L. angustissimus sites in 198.1 and u'ould be interested to hear of any
extant records known to members. Postage wil l of course be refunded.

S.J.  LEACH, Nature Conservancy Counci l ,  Rathcluan House,  Cars logie Road,
CLIPAR. Fi fe.  KY15 4JA.
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Damaged  SSSIs
Membet s are reminded that  anv evidence of  c lamage or deter io lat ion t r i  an SSSI shotr ld be reported to

the  Sec re ta t v  o f  t he  BSRI  ( ' onsena t i on  t ' omnr i t t ee .  {Se t  r ecomnrended  p l ocedu re  I o t  USB I  n rembe rs
BSBI  M ,u ' s  : 31 ,  p .  l t ) ) .

' fhe 
preserr t  St 'creta l r '< i l  the ( 'on.sen:r t ion ( 'omnr i t tet ' is  \4 iss LYNNIT FARRtl l ,L.  N( lC.  P.O. Box 6,

H t r ) i ' t ' lNG t )oN  PE  18  { iB i l .

MORE POLYGONACEAE NOTES

The previous article was written almost a year ago, since when more info. has
come in, as detailed below.

Polygonum capitatum: Several patches on pavement, near Chelsea Embankment
(Mddx), Oct 1982. J.R. Palmer. conf. EJC. No gardens closeby, and no obvious
origin: it could persist in this near frost-free spot.

P. nepalense: This species is fully described and il lustrated in Giornale Botanico
Italiano 107(6):291-294 (I973). Dr E. Pignatti Wikus therein gives full synonymy:
this is the first instance of naturalisation in the Alps (at Belluno, N. Italv), where,
most curiously, it occurs with the N. American alien Collomia linearis. Fl. d'Italia,
1982, gives a further locality, from Caprile.

P. senegaLense: The BSBI Handbook (p.66) gives this as onlv a wool-alien species,
from vc's 37 and 63, and implicit ly rejects all others. This species has indeed been
over-recorded; the Mddx record is wlong (delete my own "claim" given in
Watsonia 8(2):187 ( 1970)), and the Norfolk occurrence is also most dubious. Confu-
sion has been caused by huge, introduced forms (often non-flowering) of P.
Iapathifolium originating in tropical climes (mostly Africa?)totally unlike the normal
Brit ish varieties. Witness the huge synonymy of this offender!

The Handbooft (p. 170) details those alien Rumex species which one might expect
to find in Br, but for which no records exist. The equivalent page on Polygonum was
edited out (in error?). D.H. Kent very kindly supplied me (3ll12l82) with copious
notes on this subject, which I feel wil l interest other members; they are appended,
with his permission, below.

"The addi t ionalPolygonum species advent ive in N. & W. Europe arc P.  erectumL.,P.  anchoreumS.F.
B lake .P .  a rgy roco leumSteud .exKunzeandP  d iua r i cumL .a l l asSwed i shcasua l s -mos t l yabou tdocks ,
etc. in the past, and P. cilinode more or less naturalized in Holland for varying peliods of time. The Dutch
casuals are P. camporumMeisn., P. leptot'arpum Robinson, P. salicifoliumBrouss. ex Willd. andP. schin-
dlerl Danser, mostly old records from Dock areas. Strangely there do not appear to be any records from
France -bu t t heF rencha remos t l y . . . ( expunged ) . . .w i t ha l i ens -e .g .TedLous leyhad toc ross theChan -
nel to find Viola nana and Senecio squaLidus in quantity in the Pas de Calais. I have seen your review of
DochsandKno tweeds inLond .NaL6 l : 29 (1982 ) ,bu tas to the in te r chang ingo fp l a tes l l&12 - I dono t
know. The drawings were prepared in JBL's time, and were made from specimens in his Herb., the for-
mer f rom vc 63.  23 Set i965,  the lat ter  a sp.  dated 30 Sept 1967. A check at  Reading (Univers i ty)  might
provide the answer.

"There is a further taxon omitted from Dochs and. Knotweeds, viz. Polygonum persicaria L. subsp. hir-
t icauLeDanser, inBuLL Jard.  Bot .  Bui tcnzorg,  ser.3,8:184 (1927).  Selby,vc.6f  ,  1933,W.A. Sledge,det .
Danse r , ' p robab l - v f r omS. -E .As ia . 'Rep .Bo t l .Soc .&E .C .B r i t . / s l es lO (3 ) : 48 I (1934 ) . I l ookedup thedes -
cription at Kew last Thursday - viz.

P.  pers icaia ssp.  nova hi r t icaule.  Caul is  erectus,  praecipue apicem versus ramosus.  Internodia pi l is
longis undulatis patentibus hirsuta. Folia sub medio (circiter in tertia parte longitudinis) latissima,
apice acuminata.

Haec subspecies habitu formaque foliorum P Lanathifolio similis est fructibus ocreisque tamen per-
fecte cum P. pers icar ia congrui t .  Cl . r ina.  . lapan, Java.

No fur ther Br i t ish records appear to exist" .

E.J. CLEMENT, 13 Shelford., Burritt Road, KINGSTON-ON-THAMES, Suney, KTt 3HR.
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THE VICE-COUNTY CONTROVERSY
VICE-COUNTIES VERSUS GRID  SQUARES:  A  K .O .? I

In view of the often emotive resposes in B.S.B./. Nerrrs 3.1 to my deliberately pro-
vocative contribution in the previous issue,I feel that I should expand my arguments
in order to answer some of the points raised by Messrs. James & Sawford, Allen,
Kent, Brightman and Howitt. Firstly, the collective heading for the articles, "Vice-
counties versus grid squares", is an over-simplif ication. We actually have three
options as basic recording units; grid squares, vice-counties, and the present
administrative counties. James & Sawford and Kent use 'vice-county'and 'county'

indiscriminately as though they are synonyms, while Allen attempts to resolve them
by stating that ". . . . .vice-counties, singly or in pairs or in clusters, echo the counties
sufficiently closely on the whole. . . . . ." .In fact, most if not all vice-county boun-
daries differ from those of their present administrative counterparts; some differ in
trivial but irritating details, others are unrecognisable.

Sawford & James, Allen and Brightman argue that the localities of many early
records and herbarium specimens can only be attributed to vice-counties. However,
most possess sufficient source informatiorr to be assigned to at least a modern
count_v if not a centrad. Kent writes "And what of count,v pride, without which
county floras would remain unwritten?", and Allen states that "People identify with
a county The operative word is countl, ' , not vice-county. Kent also asserts that
"A vice-county number often conjures up a mental picture of the area . . . . .", but I
suspect that the percentage of B.S.B.I. members possessing this abil ity is dwin-
dling. Botanists have particulal affinity with their local area, an abstract concept
f ree of any type of precise geographical boundary. Furthermore, of the six excellent
modern floras/plant atlases covering southeast England (Hertfordshire, Essex,
Surrey, Bedfbrdshire, Sussex and Kent), four have distribution maps wherein
administrative counties are the sole or more boldly-marked boundaries, and vice-
counties have been amalgamated as necessary to obtain the best f it to the present
counties. Even more encouraging are books resembling county Iloras but describing
regions of true geographical integrity, such as Burton's recent London Flora and
Trist's detailed account of the Brecklands. Evidently, vice-counties have already
been largely superseded as templates for local recording by grid systems that are
usually confined by physiographic or administrative county boundaries.

Howevet, my criticisms were levelled primarily at the continued use of vice-
counties by the B.S.B.I. as basic units for nof ional record,ing. The vast disparity bet-
ween vice-county recorders in the number of records submitted to Watsonia,
explained convincingly and sympathetically (perhaps too sympathetically in view of
the reasons given) by Allen and Kent, shows that the present system is no longer via-
ble. Centrads have the advantage of clearly defined linear boundaries and constant
areas. They are used with apparent ease by Welsh botanists (cf . Nature in Wales
N.S. no. 1), the Brit ish Pteridological Society (Busby, B.S. B.L News 34, p. 19), and a
myriad of other societies; I cannot believe that many B.S.B.I. members share
Howitt 's opinion that ". . . . all interest in the local f lora" is dependent on whether a
particular plant is in 'Wilts' or 'Lincs' (or even SU 14 or TF28).What matters most to
me is that it should persist.
RICHARD BATEMAN, 3 Jersey Lane, ST. ALBANS, Herts AL4 gAD (fL10).
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WHAT CAN REPLACE THE OUTMODED VICE-COUNTIES?

The five letters in defence of Watsonian vice-counties in the last issue of ,B.S.,B.L
Neurs finally persuaded me that that system does indeed need to be replaced. I can
find the following arguments advanced in favour of continuing to use it:

1. Historical records which are the prime soulce of information about the past
character and ownership of botanically important sites largely relate to
count ies.

2. Amateurs being encouraged to collect records for a surve-y need the stimulus of
knowing they are working part of an easily identif ied geographical area, typically
a county.

3.  The sequence of  v .c .  numbers has been used to prov ide a sequence for  the
specimens of each species represented in the Brit i.sh Herbarium at BM.

-1.  Most  past  records at 'e  arranged bv v ice-count ies,  so v ice-count ies must  s t i l l  be
used if future records are to appear to continue them.

The last point was stressed particularly in reiation to the systematic l ists of plant
records in each issue of Watsonia.It was the revelations about the uneven coverage
of these lists in Mr Kent's letter which struck me as especially reveaiing of the inade-
quacies of the present arrangements. One inference which .seems quite reasonable
to me i.s that if we had fewer appointed recorders the diff iculties of getting them all
to submit records to Watsonia would be reduced.

The annual 'P lant  Records 'column is  the i tem inWatsonia which in terests me
most. I only expect to find in it records ol nationol interest, the present definit ion of
which goes back I  th ink to vol .  13 page 131 (1980). I t  i .s  a great  d isappointment  to
read that many such records which have been made are sti l l  not published there.
The local journals and floras indicated in Mr Kent's letter are mostly not readily
accessib le to the members of  the B.S.B. I .  a t  large to whom 'Plant  Records '  is  pre-
sumably addressed and should be thought ofas invaluable storehouses ofdata con-
cerning reords of bcal interest. (Incidentall-v, a catalogue of cunent Brit ish serials
containing local plant records would be useful in 8.5.8.L Nerrrs and I do not think
anything l ike it has ever been produced. Mr Kent is well aware of a journal covering
his own v.c.2 l ,  so why was th is  county excluded f rom his  l is t?) .

It does not seem to me that items 1 and 2 above are arguments in favour of the old
vice-counties at all. Is it not the case that historical recolds of the .sort which Mr
' lames and N' I r  Sawlord have in mind are most lv  kept  in  County Archives? Sureiv
these have been rearranged among the modern counties.

The relationship between 1852 boundaries and modern amateurs is not well sup-
ported by relevant recent publications in Mrs Perring's latest stock l ist. The newest
local flora there is my own Flora of the London Area whtch lists the names of about
1.10 contributors and deals with an area bounded entirely by grid l ines, including ail
o f  v . c .2 i  (M idd lesex )andb i t so f  6o the rv i ce -coun t i es .Las tyea r the rewas theA t l as
of  theKentFlorowhichleavesouta largechunkof  v .c  16 (W.Kent) ,cover inginstead
the nrodern administrative county, I suppose like the Flottering Plants and Ferns of
()umbria.'fr ist 's F)L'ologit 'ol I"ktra of Brethland ileals with a rvell-def ined area whose
boundar ies have noth ing to do wi th the co,r i r t ies of  any per iod;  and so on.

2 ; ,



No, if i t is true that people l ike to "identify with" a county, surely it is important
that they wil l want to relate their f ieldwork to the counties as the5, are now, not as
they were over a century ago. In Mr Allen's Isle of Man and some other parts of the
country nothing much may have changed in 130 years, but elsewhere there are new
counties with administrations eager to foster a spirit of allegiance. Some of them
also have a County Museum with a natural history department which can be a focus
of local biological recording.

I therefore propose that the B.S.B.I. should abandon Watson's boundaries and
adopt instead the present-day counties which can be easily traced on modern maps.
It does not seem to me to matter much that they vary greatly in area. If someone wil l
produce for me an overlay showing the new boundaries, I wil l use it in conjunction
with my own supplies of O.S. maps and my heavily annotated copy of Atlas of the
British Flora and rts CriticaL SuppLement, supported by the splendid collection of
Iocal floras at the lnstitute from which Mr Brightman writes, to prepare anew ComitnL
Flora of Great Britain (I am sorrv I cannot cope with Ireland too), an important fea-
ture of which wil l be a concordance relating the old and new systems. This would
serve as a new base-line for published plant records of national interest.

One advantage of this proposal that appeals to me is that the B.S.B.I. would not
need so many county recorders. I look forward to a situation at arr early date when
there are no county recorders incapable of producing a correct grid reference or
unwill ing to allow county novelties to be published.

RODNEY BURTON, Sparepenny Cottage, Sparepenny Lane, Eynsford,
DARTFORD. Kent .  DA4 OJJ.

ANY VIRTUE IN VICE-COUNTIES?

Despi te the ernot ive,  unanimous opposi t ion (BSRI Neu' .s .  11,1,  pp i l5- i lS)  to
Richard Bateman's suggest ion that  v ice-count ies are outmoded (Loc.  c i t . ,  lJ i l .  p  8) ,
and at the risk of incurring similar admonishment, I feel that another voice should be
raised on behalf of those members who crave a more rational policv of recordins for
the Society.

Support  for  v ice-count ies is  centred upon two arguments:  (a)  that  they st imulate
local recording by giving botanists a sense of identitv, and (b) that they provide
essential continuitv as national recording units. Although these are worthy objec-
t ives.  I  bel ieve that  v ice-count ies have been supplanted in  both respects.

F i rs t ly ,  we should not  equate v ice-count ies wi th adminis t rat ive count ies.  which
would continue to be a focus of recording effort long after the demise of the former.
The adherence of  most  modern f loras to prevai l ing adminis t rat ive boundar ies
demonstrates a pref 'erence to adapt  to bor- rndary changes when these occur .  This
being so, the retention of vice-counties can only add confusion to the alread-v onerous
task of compiling such Floras, a point that is often stressed in their introductions.

As the basic  nat ional  recording uni t ,  the v ice-countv has been complete ly  super ' -
seded.  Only centrads.  te t rads o l -even smal ler  gr id  squares provide the resolut ion
necessary to in terpret  and moni tor  p lant  d is t r ibut ions.  Works such as At las ct f  the
Brit ish.F/oro and.1.G. Don5r's F-ktra of Hertfordshire heralded this era in botanical
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recording,  which,  in  Dony's  words,  "sounded the death knel l  o f  the Watsonian sys-
tem which had restricted progress for half a centurlr". Hence vice-counties have
been outmoded and unnecessary for  near lv  two decades,  and an object ive reap-
praisal of theil worth is long overdue. Given the choice, I suspect that the majority of
tsSBI members,  v .c .  recorders inc luded,  would prefer  to  see them go.
IAN DENHOLM, 6 Glemsford Dr ive.  HARPENDEN. Herts  ALb bRH.

Let The Recorders Decide
The continued use of the vice-county system raises many problems which would

not be solved bv R.M. Bateman's helpful suggestion in BSB/ ly'e'urs 31. Your corres-
ponder.rts in the following issue show verv clearly that it confl icts with the love of
one's  county fe l t  so keenly by most  of  us.  This la t ter  has resul ted in  a succession of
county floras of which we have every reason to be ploud. We had, however, good
countv floras before we had the vice-county system and wil l continue to have them if
we abandon the system as the county is  ; in  most  cases the most  sensib le basis  fbr
theil compilation, having an appeal to local patriotism that is sufficient to ensure a
financial return. They need not - as is to be seen in the three most recent f loras, of
Kent, SufTolk and the Lor.rdon area - have anv relationship whatsoever with the vice-
county system. Given time we shall see a flora of the new county of Avon.

One of the main reasons for retaining the vice-county system so long has been the
hope that it would result in a reliable Comital Flora, comparable with the superb
Topographical l lotanl' of i883, showing the broad distribution of Brit ish plants.
The prospect of this becomes more remote since the publication of the Atlas in
1962,leaving l itt le doubt that our effbrts could now be more usef'ully employed in
work ing on a rev is ion of  th is .

Otherwise what is the usef'ulness of oul local recorcling? It is surely now to enable
us to know wit h certaint.v the plants within the units of our recording, whatever they
may be, that are of greater importance than others that may be present. the evidence
we have wi l l  just i l -v  the act ion we may take to protect  ourrare species.  The county
with which I have been rnost concerned and love greatly, consists of parts of six vice -

counties; and the vice-countv of nearly the same name, for which I can feel no affec-
t ion,  is  spread over  f ive adrn in is t rat ive count ies.  Given a threat  to  a s i te  or  a species
my course of action is clear; it is to go to the offices of the county in which the site is,
fbr it wouid be useless to go to those of the county it would have been in in 1852. If
this f 'ails, as it rarely does, I have to appeal to the appropriate region of the NC C , the
regions of  which are groups of  adminis t rat ive not  u ice-count ies.  For  near ly  40
vears I was the reluctant recorder fbr a vice-county. and for i]0 years for another,
when all the time I would have been the willing recorder for two adrninistrative counties.
The v ice-countr -  svstem sui ts  excel lent ly  the needs of  the Is le of  Man - the lack of
any system at  a l i  might  serve i t  iust  as wel l l  David Al len has needed to look in  onlv
one folder for the Manx specimens in herbaria while I have needed to search six to
make sure I  have found a l l  re lat ive to e i ther  a countv or  v ice-county.

We would dc-r  wel l  to  consider  the abandoning o l  the v ice-count .y  systern,  a l lowing
our recorders to choose thei r  own areas of  recording -  a v ice-county i f  they wish.
' I 'here would be a r isk that  some smal l  areas would be coveled twice.  wi th others not
at  a l l .  but  i t  could be mot 'e ef fect ive than the s1-stem we have now. i ts  wel l  as saving us
the expense o{  pr in t ing incomplete 'P lant  Records ' .
.LG. DONY. I  Stanton Road.  Lt l ' l 'ON. Beds Lt l4  0BH.
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ADMONISHMENT

I have been reading the correspondence about vice-county recording with a
raised eyebrow. As a bryologist with only a slight interest in the recording of vas-
cular plants, I am struck by a major difference between vice-countJ' recording of the
two groups. This is simply that bryologists have seen fit to produce revised
enumerations of vice-county occurrence every 20 years or so. Thus the system is
seen to be a l ive and wel l  and st i l l  mainta ined.  You vascular  p l i ln t  fo lk  have'
at tempted noth ing so ambi t ious s ince Druce's  Comita l l '1orc.  No wonder the svsteni
seems to be archaic.  Shanre on you!

M.O. HILL, I .T.E. ,  Penrhos Road,  BANGOR, Gwynedd LLs7 2LQ.

MORNING GLORTES (IP1MOEA SPPI

Il lustrated are two species of lpomoea (ConuoLuuLaceoe) grown fr'om soya bean
waste. Both were recorded back in 1945-47 in the vicinity of Soya Foods Ltd,
Springwell (Mddx), and, again. as oil-mil l ing adventives (largely soya bean) in north-
west  Kent  1973-6 (Trans.  Kent  f ie ld Club 6(2) :85 90 (1977)) .  The larger  p iant .
is I. purpureo Roth, with bright violet-blue flowers almost white towards the base;
the smaller one is I. lacunosa L.. with much shorter'. all-white corollas. Both are
annuals f rom N. Amer ica,  and fa i l  to  pers is t  in  Br i ta in.

G.M.S.  EASY, 11 Landbeach Road,  Mi l ton,  CAMBRIDGE CB4 4DA.

BOOKS WANTEI)

I  am invo lved in  g rass land conse lva t ion  and am anx ious  to  ac 'qu t le :
"Sc ien t i f i c  Management  o l  P lan t  anc l  An in . ra l  ( 'ommuni t ies  lo r '  ( 'onsen 'a t ion

ed i ted  E.  Duf f -v  and A.S.  Wat t .
"Grassland Ecologl'and Wilcllile N'{ar.ragernent". Duih' et al. (Clapha,m and Hall 1971)

.1.A. NEWBOLILD, 1 Hoivrvel l  Place, Whalncl i lTe Hil l .  ROI'HERHAN{. 565 lHH.
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I. purpurea

de l  G .M.S .  Easv  '  1981
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PUBLICATIONS
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Additional Notices

PERMANENT WORKING COMMITTEES FOR 1983 _ 1984

J.F.M. Cannon (Hon. Sec.)  A.O. Chater,  Miss L.  Far le l l .  NI iss J.  Mart in,  D.J.

McCosh.
Miss L.  Farrel l  (Hon. Sec.)  Dr A.J.  Si lver .s ide,  Scol land,  P.J.  Wanstal l .  Dr P.N{.

Wade, Miss I .F.  Gravestock,  Dr H.A. McAl l is ter ,  Dr P.E.  Brandham, O.T.

Cairns,  R.W. David,  R.T.  Mabe,v.  R.G- Woods,  Wales,  Mr, I .M. Montgomery.
D.R. Donald,  Dr N.T.H. Holmes, F.H. Br ightman (Br i t ish Lichen Soclefy) ,  O.D.

Preston (British Bryol.ogical Societ:-), A.0. Jerml' (British Ecological Sociely), Dr

F.H. Perring (Royal Society for Nature Conseruation).
Miss J.  Mart in ( I Ion.  Sec.) ,  J .N.B.  N{ i l ton (Hon. Fie ld Sec.  ) , I ) r  N.K.B.  Robson,
Mrs A.  Lee.  Miss E.  Rich,  J.M. Mul l in,  Dr J.L.  Mason, Dr H.J.M. l lowen. Miss E.
Young, Dr P.M. Wade. A.L.  Grenfel l ,  R.  Smith,  Dr J.R.  Akeroyd,  Miss L.
Farrel l .
A.O. Chater (Hon. Sec.) ,  Dr S.M. Eden, Dr R.J.  Gornal l ,  Dr N.K.B.  Robson, Dr
C.A. Stace,  Dr D.L.  Wigston.  D.H. Kent,  E.D. Wiggins,  Dr F.H. Perr ing,  J.F.M.
Cannon, Dr P.F.  \ 'eo,  E.J.  Clernent ,  A.C. Jermy. Dr S.L.  Jurv,  Dr R.K. Brummit t ,
A.  Newton.
D.J.  McCosh (Hon. Sec.) .  E.(1.  Wal lace,  D.E.  Al len.  E.G. Phi lp,  Dr I .K.  Ferguson,

R.J.  Pankhurst ,  Miss E.  Ni  Lamhn:r ,  Leland,  J.  Bevan, R.G. El l is ,  Wales,  Dr A.J.
S i l ve r s i de ,  Sco t l and ,  P . J .O .  T r i s t ,  D r  S .M .  Eden ,  D r  Q .O .N .  Kav ,  T .F .  Medd .
T .C l .E .  We l l s ,  I ) .A .  \ \ ' e l l s ,  ( 1 .D .  [ l e s ton .  A .O .  ( ' ha te r ,  A .R .  t susb r ' /B r r t l s f t

Pterido lo gic al SocietyJ.

The President ,  Hon. Treasurer and Hon. Gen. Sec.  are et  of f ic io menbers of  a l l  the above
commit tees.

AI) \ 'A l iCE r-O' f l ( lF l
tsSBl  Comrni t tee fo l  Scot land

SCOTTISH RECORDERS' CONFERENCE 1984

A Recorders 'Conl 'erence conib ined iv i th  F ie ld N{eet ings rv i l l  be held at  the F ' i r ' -
bush Point  F ' ie ld Centre.  Loch Tav on ' lune 16-  17.  198-1.  

' fhough 
p lef 'e lent  e '  r ,v i l l  be

given to Scot t ish Recolders.  p laces mav l )e avai lable to other  meml)e ls .  Cost  wi l l  be
abou t  t 12  pe r  dav .  Fo l  f u r t he r  c l e ta i l s  and  b< lok ings .  i r pph ' t o :
D r  P .MACPHERSON.  Hon .  Se t ' . .  i , r  Lub ra ig  Road .  ( I LAS( }O !V  ( ; 1 : l  2R \ ' .

CORRIGENDUM
Graham Easy has asked me to point  out  two ser ious er ' r 'o fs  which regfet lu l l r -  c l 'ept

in to h is  Verboscum hvbr id capt ions in  lVeu's  i l jJ ;  i t  seenrs that  a rvrong (apt ion was
corrected but  then wlongh'  p laced.

For bombyciferum x pyr(rmidotum {p 20) insert br.rmbJ'cif 'erum x fhopsu.s and fol
pyremidotutn x thepsLts (p 21) inselt pyremi(Ietun x bombl'ciferum.

Adrian (lrenl'ell

; l  ( )



STOP PRESS

THE TASCO POCKET MICROSCOPE

There  was a  s t rong response to  the  announcement  in  BSB/  News 34 p .  19 ,  enqu i r ing  as  to
the  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  th is  ins t rument .  Thanks  to  the  co l labora t ion  be tween Margare t  Per r ing  and
the  Supp l ie r  we can now announce a  SPECIAL OFFER to  BSBI  members  o f  €5  inc lud ing
pos t  and pack ing ,  fo r  a  l im i ted  per iod .

Orders, quoting your BSBI Membership No., and enclosing payment, should be sent to:
B S B I  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  O u n d l e  L o d g e ,  O u n d l e ,  P E T E R B O R O U G H  P E B  s T N .

BOOKS I. 'ROM OUNDLE LODCE

S i n l e  t h e  p r o c l u l l i o n  o l  t h e  n t , u  l i s t  { A u t L r r n n  l l ' 1 8 ; : l ) , ' I h e  } t o c h d a l e  F l o r a  a n d  t h e  ( ' h u r c h v a r d  b o o k l e t

a r e  o u t  o l  l ) r i n t .  a n d  t h e  u n d e r r r e n t i o n e d  p l i t e  i n c r e a s e s  h : r v e  b e e n  a n n o u n r : e d :

1,1 . i ) ( )  +  19 .00
1 8 . 2 5  +  t 3 . 0 0

1 8 . 2 5  *  5 0 p
36.00  +  t .1 .00
1 2 . 5 0  +  r  1 . 0 0

.1 .25  *  25p
13. i r0  *  !2 .00
I , { .50  +  . t  1 .00
.15 .00  * t2 .50
; 1 . r 0  *  1 1 . 0 0
6 . 5 0  +  t 1 . 0 0

1 i .00  *  1 .1 . r { )
2 . 5 ( )  +  ! 1 . 0 0

] 'HE T'OL[, INA' I IO} i  OF'  FLOWF]RS BY INSE(] ' I 'S
I 'HE SHAPIN(}  OF CAMBRII)( ' iE BOTANY
.fHI. ]  

F 'LORA Ot. ' ' IHE ( ] I ,YIJFJ ARi 'A
F I .ORA OF  ] 'HE  BR I ' I ' ISH  ISL I IS  {2nd  Ed i t i on )
EX( ] I IRS ION FLORA OF  ] ' T IE  BR I I ' IS f {  ISLES
( ]L ] ID I . ] ' I 'O  THE IDE \T IF ] t ]A ' I IO \  OF  SOME OF ' ' I 'HE
\, IO RE DIFFI ( ]  T 1LT VAS C] i ] I ,AR PT,AI. ' I  SPFJ ( ]  IF]  S
I IR IT ISH  MOSSI IS  AND L IVF IRWORI 'S  { : i r d  Edn )
. I 'HI ' I  

\ , {OSS F' I ,ORA OI. '  BRI ' fAIN ANIJ IREI,ANI)
WII,LIS'S DIC'fIONARY OF FLOWF]RT.\,i(; PLANTS ,d\I) F'ERNS
.fHE 

I I )ENTIFICAl ' ION OI. '  I . 'LOWERINCI PLAN'I '  I . 'AN'{ I I , IF]S
AN I \TRODt . rC ' I ION  1 'O  PLANT ' l 'AXONOM\ '  { 2nd  I l dn )
\ ' \ :OO I)  I ,AND ( 'ONS I . ]  RVA'I ' I  O N AN t)  NIAN AGE NII . ]  N' f
PAXOSi WALI{ ING ANT) WII , I )  F ' I ,O\ [ 'F]RS

We can also supply
Stef  la Ross ( , ' r 'a ig 's  l ) ra i l rn ps of  Rr i t ish Pf tu l ls  !  120.0{ ,
( ' r r r r1.  Reprrr t  I '2 ' l i rx t rut tn l ' .  I )h l togt 'ograpl t , -  & Euolut ion Valent ine 1972 Ll l l . ( i0
Hybr id isat ion cLnr l  the Flora ol  thc Br i t ts l t  1sL,s Slace 197;  !17.0()

l l t
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form may be made without written pennission from the Editor,

Offers and specia l  terms apply only to members of  the Society
and copies are not  avai lable on an exchange basis.
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