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Book Notes

BOOK NOTES

DR JOHN EDMONDSON, 243 Pensby Road, Heswall, Wirral, CH61 5UA
Tel: 0151 342 8287; a.books@mac.com

The following titles are to be reviewed in the next
issue of Watsonia. Also included are brief notices
of books that are not being given a full review
(marked *).

*CLARKE, PHILIP A. Aboriginal plant collec-
tors: botanists and Australian aboriginal
people in the nineteenth century. H/b. New
South Wales: Rosenberg, 2008. ISBN: 978
187705 868 4.

A refreshingly different view of 19 century
botanical exploration in Australia, this book
studies the impact of indigenous people on the
process by which settlers and explorers gained
knowledge of the economic uses of Australia’s
natural plant resources. Often portrayed as silent
partners, the natives who accompanied Australian
plant explorers are shown to have provided vital
local support and expertise. The deaths of the
explorers Burke and Wills is shown to have been
caused by ignorance of the poisonous quality of
the green nardoo (a small arid-zone fern), whereas
indigenous people were aware of the need to
process the plant to reduce the levels of
thiaminase.

*COX, PETER & HUTCHISON, PETER: Seeds of
adventure; in search of plants. Garden Art
Press, Woodbridge, 2008. ISBN: 978 1 870673
587.

*LANCASTER, ROY: Plantsman’s paradise; travels
in China. Garden Art Press, Woodbridge, 2008.
ISBN: 978 1 85149 515 3.

Two books published almost simultaneously, and

with very similar wrappers, have together
cornered the market in botanical travelogues of
the Himalayas and China. The first includes a
chapter on an early expedition to Turkey by the
‘two Peters’, but otherwise features expeditions to
India, Tibet and China proper, while the second is
a revised edition of the book originally published
as Travels in China: a plantsman’s paradise in
1989, reissued with an addendum in 1993.

Seeds of adventure has alternate chapters written
by each of the two authors; these are very well
illustrated with a mix of scenery, human interest
and plant close-ups, and the quality of the
photography would not disgrace a professional.
Both authors have private Scottish estates where

the fiuits of their efforts are being grown, and a
thoughtful epilogue by Peter Hutchison reminds
us that plants unknown to science can be well
known to local people, but need foreign expertise
to bring into cultivation.

Roy’s Travels in China is already well known
to many readers, but the colour photographs (and
very occasional monochromes) which now
complement the text add hugely to the book’s
desirability. His book is a little more descriptive
of the plants, and less anecdotal, than the Peters’,
and puts his new introductions into an historical
context. Both books are well indexed, the first has
a gazetteer of place names, and the second
includes a wuseful biographical appendix of
botanists, plant explorers and authors.

DELFORGE, PIERRE Orchids of Europe, North Africa
and the Middle East. 3" edition, 2006. London: A.
& C. Black. ISBN 0-7136-7525-X.

*HANNAH, ANGUS C. Flowers and ferns of Great
Cumbrae.: a check-list with notes. Rothesay:
Buteshire Natural History Society, 2008. ISBN:
0905812 17 4.

This 40-page booklet summarises two hundred
years of botanical observations on this, the
smallest of the three main islands in the Firth of
Clyde. Compiled by the BSBI Vice-county
Recorder for Clyde Islands, it provides notes on
684 species, of which 558 have been seen since
1996. Each entry includes an assessment of
frequency, notes on habitat preferences, and a
figure indicating the number of 1 km squares (or
parts of squares) in which the plant has been
recorded. A similar booklet was published
earlier by the same author on the Flora of the Isle
of Bute, and work continues on the Threatened
Plants of these islands.

*HARRAP, SIMON Flowers of the Norfolk coast.
Norfolk Nature, Melton Constable, 2008. P/b.
ISBN: 978 0 9558579 0 4.

This is a fine little book, aimed at the general
naturalist and interested visitor to the Norfolk coast.
It is printed throughout on high quality gloss paper,
giving a crisp and colourful look to the copious
illustrations. It covers some 77 species of plant that
occur in various specific coastal habitats. He
includes all the sea-lavenders (Limonium species),
and in doing so has allowed them to be compared,
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resulting in a very useful adjunct to identification.
He also includes the oraches (4#riplex species) and
the maritime couch grasses (Elytrigia species).
Each full species account covers identification,
habitat and distribution, while some related or
similar species are given briefer accounts
alongside. The photographs provided are specially
useful. The booklet is rounded off with an
introductory section on the habitats covered, a brief
piece on conservation, and finally a glossary and
index. I only came across one evident etror — the
scientific name for Tamarisk is given as
‘Tamarisk’, not Tamarix. Overall, the booklet is
both attractive to its intended audience, and also
useful, even for experienced botanists. T. JAMES

LAMBINON, J., DELVOSALLE, L. & DUVIGNEAUD, J.
Nouvelle Flore de la Belgique, du Grand-Duché
de Luxembourg, du Nord de la France et des
régions voisines (Ptéridophytes et Spermato-
phytes). 5th edition. Meise: Jardin Botanique
National de Belgique, 2004. Hardback. ISBN: 90
72619 58 7.

*PORLEY, RON Arable bryophytes: a field guide
to the mosses, liverworts and hornworts of
cultivated land in Britain and Ireland. P/b.
Old Basing: Wild Guides, 2008. ISBN: 978 1
903657 21 8.

Although the BSBI’s scope doesn’t normally
extend to cover bryology, an exception must be
made for this exceptionally user-friendly and
comprehensive guide to the mosses (etc.) of
arable land in these islands. The author is Natural
England’s principal bryologist, and was the
instigator of the national survey of bryophytes of
arable land inspired by the late Harold
Whitehouse. He is perhaps best known as the
author of the New Naturalist volume on
Bryophytes (2005). The present book, soft-bound
in a loose plastic cover, is extremely well
illustrated with macro-photographs, distribution
maps and occasional line drawings, with

taxonomically significant features such as
thizoidal tubers given special emphasis. An at-a-
glance table is provided listing each species and
including its conservation status. English names
are given in addition to the scientific names; the
critically endangered Many-fruited Beardless
moss, for example, is now known worldwide
from only two sites in Cornwall, though its
distribution once included France as well as other
sites in S.E. England.

PRATT, EDWARD A. The wild flowers of the Isle
of Purbeck, Brownsea and Sandbanks. P/b.
Luton: Brambleby Books, 2008. ISBN 978 0
9553928 4 9.

*PYAK, AL etplur. al. Endemic plants of the Altai
mountain country. H/b. Old Basing: Wild Guides,
2008. ISBN 978 1 903657 22 5.

This almost pocket-sized flora packs a great deal
of information into its 368 pages. Merely to
describe the contents would take a couple of
paragraphs, and to name the 11 authors a couple
of lines. It is the first book I've seen with
forewords in English, Russian, Kazakh and
Mongolian. This trans-national World Heritage
Site covers over 600,000 square kilometres and
extends from Russia in the north and Kazakhstan
in the west into Xinjiang Province, China in the
south and Mongolia to the east. In common with
the Iran-Turkmen border, political instability and
security concerns have limited the human impact,
encouraging the retention of a high level of plant
diversity. With good descriptions and habitat
data, almost full-page colour photographs,
simplified distribution maps and statements of
conservation status, this book fulfils all the
requirements for the visitor who wishes to
appreciate the Altai’s extraordinary endemic
vascular flora.

TENNANT, DAVID & RICH, TIM British alpine
Hawkweeds. London: BSBI, p/b. 2008. ISBN:
978 0 901158 39 0.

Flora News for Hampshire available online

MARTIN RAND, 2! Pine Road, Chandlers Ford, Hampshire SO53 1LH
(vcllrecorder@hantsplants.net)

Readers may like to know that all back copies of
Flora News, the newsletter of the Hampshire Flora
Group, are available online as Acrobat (PDF) files
under the menu item ‘Flora Group Newsletters’ at
http://hantsplants.net . As well as meeting reports
and many interesting articles, they include notable
vascular plant records for v.c.1l and v.c.12,

compiled by the vice-county recorders. An index
of all issues up to Spring 2008 is also available.
This includes all species noted, and a gazetteer of
all place names used (with a grid reference).

New issues of Flora News normally appear in
January and August each year, and become avail-
able on the web site a few days after publication.



66 Book Notes — John Ounsted’s botanical library, notebooks and correspondence

John Ounsted’s botanical library, notebooks and correspondence
SIMON J. LEACH, 15 Trinity Street, Taunton, Somerset, TAl 3JG
(simonleach@phonecoop.coop)

It was John Ounsted’s wish that his botanical
library should be left to the BSBI. Members
will, I hope, be pleased to learn that the bulk of
the collection has now been passed to the
Society and is being added to the growing
number of volumes housed in its library in
Shrewsbury (contact Alex Lockton for details).
My thanks to Mike and Rosie Ounsted for their
considerable help in sorting, listing and
packing up these books, and then transporting
them from the New Forest to Taunton.

About two years ago John asked me to look
after two folders of pressed specimens and a
box of botanical correspondence, including
field notebooks relating to several trips organ-
ised by the BSBI’s Junior Activities Commit-
tee. The specimens — many of them, it has to
be admitted, not in the best of condition — were
collected mainly between about 1942 and
1955. There are quite a few rare and scarce
taxa but, as far as can be judged from the
labels, they were mostly gathered from well-
known localities. Ihave kept hold of these, for
now, along with John’s botanical ‘journal’
which comprises seven volumes — hardback
exercise books — spanning 57 years of plant
recording, from February 1942 to May 1999.
These notebooks are full of illuminating (and
often humorous) tales, liberally dosed with
mouth-watering details of the more interesting
plants he came across in his travels. Many
records include population counts, lists of
associated species, grid references and sketch
maps. John, it seems, had a particular fondness
for sketch maps as a means of recording, and
communicating, the whereabouts of (usually
rare) species; and these would be drawn not
just in the notebooks but on any scrap of paper
that came to hand: the backs of envelopes, an
address label, a membership card, a till receipt,
a paper napkin! My intention (this winter...?)
is to catalogue some of the more interesting
records, then get them checked to see to what
extent they are already ‘in the system”’,

One of the unexpected joys of writing John’s
obituary has been the way that members have
written to me about their own memories. A
recent email from John Hodgson I found
especially interesting. In 1957, aged 12, he
met J.O. when attending Quaker Meeting with
his mother. He had begun to show an interest
in botany, and J.O. invited him along on a
school trip to Frensham Ponds, an extensive
area of sandy heathland and open water close
to the Hants/Surrey border.

‘At the time my interest in plants was akin to
stamp-collecting. I was mainly interested in
seeing new species, and still remember being
put outside my comfort zone by having to read
out the scientific text of Bentham & Hooker, as
we tried to identify some plant or other... At
one stage I wandered off and found Poa
bulbosa—anew vice-county record for Surrey!
Unfortunately, I never went on another
Leighton Park outing. J.O. invited me, but...
my headmaster felt I would benefit more from
remaining in the classroom.’

Even so, that outing with J.O. clearly had the
desired effect: later that year he joined the
BSBI, and has been a member ever since!

There is no mention of the visit to Frensham
Ponds in J.O.’s journal, but young John had
evidently made quite an impression on ‘John
the Elder’. On 27 October 1957, “...a hint
from John Hodgson...sent me over to Reigate
Rubbish Tip where [in the company of Miss
Morgan and David McClintock] we saw
Lolium temulentum, Chenopodium murale and
Sisymbrium irio.” A sign of the times, I guess,
but how many of us these days would find
ourselves heading off to visit a new site on the
strength of a tip-off from a twelve-year-old?
The mind boggles...

Members wishing to find out more about
John Ounsted’s journals and notebooks can get
in touch at the email address above; and if
anyone has ideas about what we ought to be
doing with either these or the pressed speci-
mens in the long term, please do let me know.
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OBITUARY NOTES

MARY BRIGGS, 9 Arun Prospect, Pulborough, West Sussex, RH20 1AL

With regret we report the death of Pat Hill-
Cottingham and we are grateful to Simon
Leach for the following note:

We are very sorry to learn of Pat’s death on
26 November 2008, aged 78. She was a
renowned Somerset naturalist and a member
of the BSBI since 1982. By profession a
zoologist and teacher, she was a knowledge-
able all-rounder with a keen interest in
Somerset's wild plants. In the 1980s she
became fascinated by ferns, in 1989 publish-
ing Somerset Ferns - A Field Guide. She
contributed to The Atlas Flora of Somerset
(Green, Green & Crouch, 1997), was a
passionate and determined conservationist,
and was actively involved with both the
Somerset Wildlife Trust and the Somerset
Archaeological and Natural History Society;
for the latter society she had been chair, for
many years, of its Natural History Commit-
tee. She was well known on the ‘lecture
circuit’, giving talks to local groups on such
diverse topics as ferns, the Galapagos
islands, giant tortoises, invertebrates, nature
conservation, and climate change.

In the 1990s she discovered a rare water
snail Segmentina nitida in a ditch on the
Somerset Levels. There followed several
years of meticulous ecological research,
culminating in the award of a PhD from the
Open University. Pat was senior editor of
Somerset's Wetlands: An Ever Changing
Environment (2006), a colourful and wide-
ranging account of the wildlife and archaeol-
ogy of the Somerset Levels and Moors. The
volume quickly went out of print, but, to her
evident delight, was recently reprinted. Pat
was, as many will testify, a force to be
reckoned with, and will be greatly missed by
her family and by her numerous friends and
colleagues in Somerset.

Also with regret we report the recent death
of Mr Stan Heyward, and Mrs Vera

Heyward in 2007. Through a long member-
ship they were quietly competent and relia-
ble field recorders in West Sussex and
together they contributed many records to
the Sussex Plant Atlas (P.C. Hall 1980). In
the Amberley Wild Brooks arca they
refound a number of plants thought at the
time to be extinct in W. Sussex. Stan and
Vera were part of a group still meeting from
Oliver Buckle’s original Botany classes.
They will be sadly missed by their many
friends.

It is also with much regret that we report the
following deaths since the last issue: Mr E
Batten of Halesworth, Suffolk, a member
since 2002; Dr P R Brough of Basingstoke,
Hampshire, a member since 1991; Mr F N
Haynes of Hambledon, Hants, a member
since 1954; Mrs S J Heyward of Worthing,
W. Sussex, a member since 1972; Mr P C
Jowsey of Midmar Aberdeen, a member
since 2007; Dr A Lawalree from Belgium,
an honorary member since 1955; and Mr T
Russell of the Shetland Isles, a member
since 1997.

Although not a member, we regret having to
report the death of Ruud van der Meijden,
and David Pearman writes:

We are very sorry to have to report the
death, in 2007 at the age of 62, of Ruud van
der Meijden, who was the leading expert on
the European flora and was based at the
University Herbarium at Leiden in the
Netherlands. He was the collaborator with
Clive Stace on the latter’s Interactive Flora
of the British Isles, and editor of four
editions and two interactive versions of
Heukels’ Flora van Nederland. He was one
of our few active European contacts, and we
understand a number of Gorieria will
shortly commemorate him. He is very badly.
missed in Holland, and by us.
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RECORDERS AND RECORDING

Panel of Referees and Specialists

MARY CLARE SHEAHAN, 61 Westmoreland Road, Barnes, London SWI13 9RZ:
mc_sheahan@hotmail.com

We have three new referces: Nigel Black-
stock, who will referee the Carex flava
group, Chris Davis Malvaceae and Richard
Jinks Populus.

In addition Michael Foley is adding
Oenanthe to his other taxa, and Cameron
Crook is adding Acer.

Mary Briggs is retiring from giving advice
on foreign floras, and we thank her for her
help to members over many years.

As usual there have been several changes of
address, and also to instructions for sending
in specimens, so please check the entries in
BSBI Year Book 2009 carefully before
submitting material for identification.

Panel of Vice-county Recorders
DAVID PEARMAN, dlgiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA; 01872 863388

New Recorders

V.c.47 (Monts.). Dr A K. Thorne, Churton
House, Church Pulverbatch, Shropshire,
SY5 8BZ. Mrs M. Wainwright, recorder
since 1985, retires.

V.c.64 (Mid-W. Yorks). Vacant. Mrs P.P
Abbott, recorder since 1987, retires.

V.c.68 (N. Northumb.). Mr C. Metherell,
to be sole recorder. Prof. G.A. Swan,
recorder since 1961, retires.

V.c.75 (Ayrs.). Ms G.J. Smart to be joint
recorder (all correspondence to Mr Lang).

V.92 (S. Aberdeen). Vacant. Dr R.J.
Mitchell, recorder since 2003, retires.

V.c.105 (W. Ross) Mr D.R. Donald, 16
Midtown of of Inverasdale, Poolewe,
Ross-shire, IV22 2LW. Dr JH.C. Fen-
ton, recorder since 2005, retires.

V.c.111 (Orkney). Mr J. Crossley, North
Flaws, South Ronaldsay, Orkney, KW17
2RW. Miss E.R. Bullard, recorder since
1963, retires.

V.c.H30 (Co. Cavan). Vacant. Mr P. Reil-
ly, recorder since 1984, retires.

V.c.H32 (Co. Monaghan). Vacant. Mr
A.G. Hill, recorder since 2001, retires.

I would like to thank all those retiring for
their sterling efforts over so many years. 1
try not to single out specific recorders, but
I cannot pass over the service of Professor
George Swan and Miss Elaine Bullard for
their wonderful help over so many years.

Changes of address

V.c.71 (Man). Ms L. Moore , Gloucester-
shire Centre for Environmental Records,
Church House, Standish, nr Stonehouse,
Glos, GL10 3EU.

V.c.13 (Co. Carlow). Mrs B. Hickey,
Cushinstown, Foulksmills, Co. Wexford,
ITreland.

Change of email

V.c. 36 (Herefs.). Mr P. Garner, Lea Cottage,
233 West Malvern Rd, West Malvern,
Worcs, WR14 4BE (petergarner@live.co.uk)
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Scottish Vice-county Recorder Vacancies
JiM McINTOSH, BSBI Scottish Officer, RBGE, 204 Inverleith Row, Edinburgh EH3 5LR;
j-mcintosh@rbge.ac.uk

We are looking for keen, fit and reasonably
competent botanists to fill a number of existing
and forthcoming Vice-county Recorder vacan-
cies, which will arise when the present recorders
retire. We are also looking for people to either
work singly or jointly, long-term or temporarily,
to provide a handover with a retiring recorder.
Working in such partnerships has many advan-
tages such as mutual support, sharing the
workload, learning from each other, etc. Living
in or near the vice-county is an advantage, but is
not essential. Some VCRs live remotely and
operate very successfully, but you would have to
be able to spend significant time in the Vice-
county each year.

The principal VCR task is the collection,
validation and maintenance of vascular plant
records in the Vice-county on behalf of the BSBI.
Being a reasonable competent botanist is impor-
tant, but knowing one’s limits is even more
important. No one can be an expert in all aspects
of a county’s flora, especially when just starting
out as a recorder, and our referees are on hand to
support and help on identifications and confirma-
tions. BSBI staff and neighbouring and retiring
VCRs will be happy to provide general advice
and support. Competency with computers,
particularly e-mail, the internet and MapMate,

would be highly desirable (although some train-
ing can be provided).

Vice-county Recorder Vacancy in South Ab-
erdeenshire, v.c.92

The existing vacancy mentioned above is for
South Aberdeenshire, v.c.92 where the present
Vice-county Recorder, Ruth Mitchell, has
tendered her resignation, for personal reasons.
We would like to thank Ruth for her contribu-
tion to the BSBI.

This is one of the biggest, most interesting and
diverse vice-counties in Scotland. It includes
much of the catchments of the Dee and the Don
from the east coast right up to some of our
highest mountains in the west. It has important
sand dune habitats (some soon to be built on),
important remnants of Caledonian pine forest
and extensive upland and montane habitats in
the Cairngorm National Park. The last flora was
published in Victorian times, and the vice-
county will present a fantastic challenge to an
enthusiastic recorder.

For further details of what a Vice-county
Recorder’s job entails, or if you are interested in
this or similar vacancies, please contact me, by
email or by post (addresses above). Please
indicate which areas of Scotland you would be
most interested in.

BSBI Vice-county Recorder for Orkney, Elaine Bullard retires

DAVID PEARMAN, Chairman BSBI Records Committee
JiM MCINTOSH, BSBI Scottish Officer

Elaine Bullard took on the vice-county recor-
dership of Orkney in 1963, 45 years ago. She
is one of the longest serving VCRs in Scotland
and, at the age 0f 93, our most senior. Elaine’s
contribution to Orkney botany has been
widely recognised, both locally and further
afield. She was awarded an MBE in 1981 for
services rendered to nature conservation in
Orkney. In 2007 Heriot Watt University
awarded her an honorary doctorate in recogni-
tion of her contribution to botany. She has
always been keen to encourage others with
recording. She was a founder member of the

Otkney Field Club, and has been its President
for as long as its members can remember.

We are pleased to announce that John Cross-
ley, one of the local botanists whom Elaine has
encouraged, has agreed to take over the VCR
role. We hope that the local recording group
which Elaine built up over the years will
continue to support the new recorder.

Members from across Scotland and beyond
will want to join us in thanking Elaine and
wishing her a long and happy retirement from
her Vice-county Recorder duties.
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NOTES FROM THE OFFICERS

From the Hon. General Secretary — DAVID PEARMAN
Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA; Tel: 01872 863388, DPearmand@aol.com

Notice of resignation and appeal for a
successor

I volunteered for this post just as I moved to
Cornwall, which is a five hour journey from
London. Because of the tremendous support
from Gwynn Ellis and Peter Fry (and help too
from John Swindells) the actual mechanics of
the job are, I dare to say, not onerous, though
the time one could put in is, of course, elastic!

If that was all I chose to involve myself in
within the BSBI then I could continue, but this
post, coupled with the Records Committee and
working with the team of Kevin Walker, Alex
Lockton, Bob Ellis and Jim McIntosh means
that the number of meetings and the distance
from here is just more than I want to do.

I say that the mechanics of the HGS post are
not onerous, and that is true. I think I spend
about a week or two a year on everything
connected with the post, which works out at
about an hour a week. In addition to the actual
assistance from others my ability to do the job
(and to do it in so little time) is aided by the
fact that I know so many of the active
members of the Society (including almost all
of the Vice-county Recorders). A newcomer
might not have that advantage, but that, after a
learning curve, would be the bonus too!

For that is the fun of the post that one cannot
quantify — knowing and meeting the people,
and being one of the three key people at the
heart of the Society (along with the President
and the Treasurer). 1 cannot approach the
industry and devotion that Mary Briggs put
into the post, but even my modest efforts have
brought personal rewards. There are, of
course, meetings of Council and Executive to
attend, but I feel somebody who wanted to be
invotved would think of those as part of the
treat of being involved rather than a chore!

Would any member tempted by this please
approach me. I have a little schedule of what

I do for this, and who helps to bring each part
to fruition.

Members of long standing
Gwynn Ellis has kindly extracted a list of
those who had been members for 60 years or
more. Leaving aside Societies (whose
numbers have shrunk alarmingly in recent
years), there are 14 who joined in 1949 or
before:
Mr R. Lewis, Dr C.D. Pigott MA PhD, Mr
P. Taylor, Mr C.C. Townsend, Mrs G.M.
Gent, Mr R.D. Meikle, Mr R.M. Payne,
Miss A.P. Conolly, Mr D.J. Harberd, Prof
J.K. Morton PhD, Dr D.E. Allen, MA FLS,
Mr B.W. Ribbons BSc FLS, Mr C.A.
Sinker and Dr L. H. Williams.
I trust they will not mind being so singled out.
When [ started thinking about this I was
intending to list those who had been members
for 50 years or more, since that seemed a long
time knowing I have been one for a paltry 38
years. But I found there were another 106 in
that category, so I wish them all well and
many years of botanising!

Archives

As HGS I have in my temporary custody the
Society’s current Minute book, which
commences in 1969, neatly spanning my
membership. It is salutary to see many of the
same problems exercising minds then (making
our records and expertise available, agonising
over whether we get involved in hands-on
conservation issues, including work on the
Lady’s Slipper Orchid, as ever, or whether our
Journals were too recherché). Others have
gone away. It is one of the most surprising
social changes of my generation that today
nobody, really, picks flowers, whereas reams
of minutes, booklets (including the Code of
Conduct) and even the Wildlife & Country-
side Act of 1982 were obsessed by this. I
always feel the pendulum has gone too far the
other way, and one of the reasons for giving up
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taking courses (other than that I'm sure I
wasn’t any good at it) was the preciousness of
being told I should not pick when I wanted to
demonstrate.

One 1 do regret, as my predecessors did in
1970, is the lack of contact with European
botanical societies. At Council last November
we were discussing making our new and
excellent Callitriche Handbook available to a
wider audience. None of us present knew
other than the odd name connected with any
overseas Society, and it turned out that my
best contact had, unbeknown to me, died, very
young, 18 months ago. I note too, that with
the death of Dr A. Lawalree we have only the
estimable Bengt Jonsell as an honorary
member from outside Britain and Ireland.

It is interesting too to see as Council
members then, names that are still involved,
40 years on — Keith Ferguson (as HGS), Mary
Briggs (as Meetings Secretary), Rodney
Burton, Peter Green, FEric Greenwood,
Geoffrey Halliday, Vernon Heywood, Alan

Newton, Tony Primavesi, Michael Proctor,
John Richards and Norman Robson. Member-
ship was 1800 (today almost 3000).

My eye was caught by an entry from when I
was very new on Council (in 1992). Reporting
on the Scarce Plants Project, the minutes state
‘the good response...was largely due to
DAP’s unremitting coaxing and persuasion of
laggards..’. Well, there is an epitaph with
which many will have empathy and might
even be tempted to substitute other verbs!!

And finally

I saw last week in some glossy Agency Nature
Conservation report (the sort that goes on and
on about people and has little about nature), a
photo of Drosera intermedia, entitled ‘Love-
nest Sundew’! I thought this must be a
seasonal typo, and idly wondered how it had
passed the thought police, but a visit to Google
revealed 145 references. Where did this gem
come from, and why that taxon — I’d have
thought that if you had to choose one then
D. rotundifolia would be a far better candidate!

Coordinator’s Corner
ALEX LOCKTON, 66 North Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2JL; coordinator@bsbi.org.uk

Biodiversity Reporting
The Biodiversity Action Plan was supposed
to be about action, but when it was
launched some of the more sceptical ecolo-
gists speculated that it was the extra
research into the chosen species, rather than
work on the ground, that might prove to be
the real benefit. With the latest reporting
round under way, it would be interesting to
see an analysis not of how the species are
doing, but how the BAP itselfis performing.
I can offer some anecdotal insights into its
effect on the species I cover on the Threat-
ened Plants Database. Chris John, of
British Waterways, recently asked for the
latest data on Luronium natans (Floating
Water-plantain). It surprised me to
discover that nobody was collecting data
systematically, which is probably the
simplest form of research there could be.
Fortunately, lots of individuals around the

country are keeping detailed records, and
several people were willing to pop out to
sites to check on it, so it was not hard to get
an up-to-date account.

It turns out that there has been some
conservation success, mostly by British
Waterways. They have delayed the restora-
tion of some canals, and changed the way
they restore others, to ensure the survival of
this species. In fact there has been an
increase in the canal populations over the
last decade — an increase that can be largely
attributed to the BAP and other legislation.
There has also been a bit more survey work,
especially in Wales. In England and
Scotland the attitude is more ambiguous, as
it seems the plant often occurs as short-
lived metapopulations with the ability to
disperse widely. This can make conserva-
tion very difficult, and even lead people to
the mistaken conclusion that the plant is not
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native in many of its sites, but no-one
seems to have investigated this most impor-
tant aspect of its ecology.

It was surprising to me, therefore, to
conclude that while scientific research has
not advanced much under the BAP, conser-
vation action and serendipity have led to
this species doing rather well. One-nil to
the legislators; but I am not sure that other
species will necessarily have a similar
outcome.

The last year of Date Class 4

When we introduced the idea of recording
in fixed date classes of one decade each, the
year 2010 seemed a very long way off.
Now, five years later, we are soon to be
facing the prospect of starting a new
recording period. Are we getting close to
success with the current one, or is the level
of recording just too low to warrant such an
approach?

Looking at the map below, of Plantago
lanceolata (Ribwort Plantain), we can see
that most of England & Wales are now
re-recorded in DC4 (post-2000), with
Scotland and Ireland perhaps a little more
patchy. The gaps are often places where
there had been a recent flora, such as
Cumbria. The proximity of DC5 (2010-
2019) makes one appreciate that the Maps
Scheme cannot be viewed in the same light
as a one-in-a-century Atlas. You clearly
cannot be expected to work incredibly hard
for decade after decade. Instead we are
looking for a steady programme of survey
and monitoring that will lead to roughly
equivalent data sets for each date class, so
please see if you can get out to a few
under-recorded hectads this year and make
the maps as good as they reasonably can be.
One of the main benefits of the Maps
Scheme is the way it has improved our data
flow and handling procedures — although
there is still much progress to be made and
there are always obstacles to be overcome.
If any county recorders are finding this
process completely impossible, they should
contact Records Committee and ask for

help. We have had an excellent intake of
new County Recorders in recent years,
most of whom are highly computer literate,
and good progress is being made in many
counties.

FISCs again

We ran a Field Identification Skills Certifi-
cate test for county recorders at the confer-
ence last September. It was well subscribed,
and much enjoyed by all. For a County
Recorder, most of all, it must be a nerve-
wracking experience, as your reputation and
credibility are on the line. The results are
confidential, though, and the outcome is not a
pass or fail, but an assessment of your relative
field skills — which is not the only criterion
for a County Recorder anyway. Iam used as
the level 5 guinea pig against which to
measure other people, but that only works if T
am close to my home ground. If I were to
travel to the coast, say, I am sure my rating
would sink to something quite dismal.

This year we had two Level 6 surveyors
who got more plants than I did in a site I know
like the back of my hand. There was even a
first county record. Humbling, isn’t it? Even
more interesting is the fact that nobody is
flawless — there is no such thing as a surveyor
who finds every single species in a site and
makes no mistakes. All botanical surveys are
a shade of grey.

Herbaria at Home
(http://herbariaunited.org/atHome/)

If anyone reading this has any spare time this
winter, they might like to log on to Herbaria
at Home and digitise a few specimens. Itis a
good way of improving your own knowledge
of historical botanists and their activities, as
well as testing your identification skills. The
resulting records are much appreciated. It
yields many interesting finds and even a
steady flow of first county records. With
almost the whole of the University of
Birmingham herbarium now available, there
is material from almost every county in the
British Isles. Come and lend a hand to the
world’s biggest, most ambitious, and best
herbarium digitisation programme.



Notes from the Officers — Coordinator’s Corner 73

2 1 T T I T ] I I
" © BSBI 2008
1k _
| ]
35
of .

Recording of Plantago lanceolata — an almost ubiquitous species at hectad level —
in Date Class 4 (2000+)
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CHANGES TO LIST OF MEMBERS IN

BSBI YEAR BOOK 2009

The following changes have been notified since the List of Members in BSBI Year Book 2009 went

New Members

108110

108153
108171
108137
108064
108072

107742
108161
108056
108099
108145
108129

108102

2008 O

2008 O
2009 O
2008 O
2008 J
2008 O

2008 O
2009 O
2008 O
2008 F
2008 F
2008 O

2008 J

to press.

Browne, Mrs L K, 40 Princess Street, Leamington Spa, Warks, CV32 4TZ,

lois@loisandandy.com 38
Churchill, Ms M, 4 Highgrove Close, Bridgewater, Somerset, TA6 6UF 5
Doody, Miss A, 23(B) Rothsay Road, Bedford, MK40 3PT 30

Horth, Mr G G, 5 Sutton Close, Sutton Poyntz, Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 6L] 9

Jones, Miss P J, 20 Faryfield Avenue, Great Barr, Birmingham, West Midlands 38

Marrs, Prof R H, Applied Vegetation Dynamics Lab, School of Biological
Sciences, University of Liverpool, Liverpool, L69 7ZB,

calluna@liv.ac.uk 59
Medlicott, Miss A L, 9 Trevor Road, Beeston, Nottingham, NG9 1GR 56
Middleton, Mr J R, Flat8, 30 Albermarle Crescent, Scarborough, North

Yorkshire, YO11 1XX, jimthetall@hotmail.com 62
Moxey, Mrs P A, Chase House, Greensted Road, Chipping Ongar, Essex, CMS5

9LA, tricia_moxey@yahoo.co.uk 18
Picarce, Dr T G, 44 Green Lane, Lancaster, LA1 2EZ 60
Read, Ms J, 5 Sutton Close, Sutton Poyntz, Weymouth, Dorset, DT3 6LJ 9
Shackleton FRGS, Mr J, Lakeview, Mullagm, Co. Cavan, Ireland, jshack@indigo.ie

H30

Walsh, Miss A, Station Road, Manulla, Castlebar, C. Mayo, Ireland H26

Address & other changes

104468

035865
079218

086435

105413
093598
101582

093555
094020
90394

095604
078491
069581
069590
087440

108080

2007 O

1975 O
1996 S

1999 O

2007 O
2003 O
2006 O

2003 O
2003 O
2002 O
2003 O
1996 P
1991 P
1991 F
2000 O

2008 O

Baker, Mr A G, 58 Foxhill Road, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5QS,
sbu06ab@reading.ac.uk 22

Baxter, Dr C F, Waratah, High Road, Horndon-on-the-hill, Essex, SS17 SLL 18

CEH Wallingford, The Librarian, Maclean Building, Crowmarsh Gifford,

Wallingford, Oxfordshire, OX10 8BB, apsm@ceh.ac.uk 23
Dale, Ms K M, Strathweltie, Tarland, Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, AB34 4YS,

kdale@envirocentre.co.uk 92
Daly, Mr R J, 17 Park Avenue, Swinton, Manchester, M27 4TZ 59
Drewett, Mr J, Castlerigg, Redmire, Leyburn, DLO8 4EL 65
Ellson, Mr M E, 80 Pengwern, Llangollen, Denbs., LL20 8AS,

max.ellson@hotmail.com 50

Hall, Dr HN, 20 The Parklands, Finchfield, Wolverhampton, WV3 9DG 39
Lovelady, Mrs J E, 34 Bellhouse Lane, Grappenhall, Warrington, WA4 2SG 58

Lush, Mr M J, 9 Fosse Way, Bronllys, Brecon, Powys, LD3 O0HX 42
Moore, Ms L, 19 Central Road, Stroud, Glous., GL5 4HQ 33
Nicholson, Mrs R A, Kirkland Cottage, Caldbeck, Wigton, Cumbria, CA7 8DZ 70
Pedlow, Mrs J S, 30 Madden Road, Plymouth, PL1 4NE 3
Pedlow, Miss A Pedlow, 30 Madden Road, Plymouth, PL1 4NE 3
Vaughan, Dr I, Cardiff School of Biosciences (BIOS, Cardiff University, Cardiff,

Cardiff, CF10 3AX, vaughanip@cardiff.ac.uk 41

Webb, Mr S T, 1 Church Close, Levens, Kendal, Cumbria, LA8 8QE,
jeanandsimon@btinternet.com 69
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Deceased
010692 1977 Baecker, Mrs M, Blue Hills, Hollins Lane, Arnside, Carnforth, Lancashire,
LA5 0EQ 60
046255 1982 Hill—Cottiggpam, Dr M P, Mill House, 18 High Lane, Shapwick, Bridgwater,
Somerset, TA7 9INB 6
Moved Away
036683 1961 O Gray, Dr A J, CEH Dorset, Winfrith Technology Centre, Winfrith Newburgh,
Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8ZD 9
099057 2005 O Nuttall, Mr P, CEH Monks Wood, Abbotts Ripton, Huntingdon, Cambs,
PE28 2LS 31
081646 1997 O Potter, Dr J Ar, Dept of Biology, University College Chester, Cheyney Road,
Chester, CH1 4BJ 58

031584 1976 P Stoddart, Miss J M, 51 High Street, Hurstpierpoint, West Sussex, BN6 9TT 13
Resigned

092109 2003 Baldock, Dr B M, 24 Martel Close, Broadmayne, Dorchester, Dorset, DT2 8PL 9
074267 1993 Fairey, Mr A, Elder Cottage, Cart Lane, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria,

LA11 7AF 69
062773 1988  Herlihy, Mrs D J, 2 Court Lodge Cottage, Church Road, Mersham, Ashford,
Kent, TN25 6NS 15
106789 2008 Millar, Mr R B, 52 Allison Drive, Carnwath, Lanarkshire, ML11 8HF 77
097844 2004 Whitaker, Mr R, The Hollies, Middle Hill, Egham, Surrey, TW20 0JG 17
097852 2004 Whitaker, Mrs E, The Hollies, Middle Hill, Egham, Surrey, TW20 0JB 17
STOP PRESS

Margaret Baecker, a BSBI member of = member of the Society and Michael Foley
Arnside, Cumbria, died on Christmas Day at  wrote a short article about her in BSBI News
the age of 106. She was probably the oldest  107: 26-28, January 2008.

CONTRIBUTIONS INTENDED FOR

BSBI NEWS 111 should reach the Receiving Editor before
March 15t

The General Editor Gwynn Ellis can be contacted by answer phone or fax on 02920 496042
email: rgellis@ntlworld.com
The Receiving Editor Trevor James can be contacted by phone on 01462 742684 or email
trevorjjames@pbtinternet.com
All text and illustrations appearing in BSBI News and its Supplements are copyright and no
reproduction in any form may be made without written permission from the General Editor.
Offers and special terms apply only to members of the Society and copies are not available on
an exchange basis.

BSBI News (ISSN 0309-930X) is published by the Botanical Society of the British Isles.
Enquiries concerning the Society’s activities and membership should be addressed to: The Hon.
General Secretary, c/o Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London

SW7 5BD. Tel: 0207 942 5002.
Camera ready copy produced by Gwynn Ellis and printed by J. & P. Davison, 3 James Place,
Treforest, Pontypridd, Mid Glamorgan CF37 1SQ (Tel. 01443-400585; email:
davison.litho@ukf.net)



ADMINISTRATION and IMPORTANT ADDRESSES

PRESIDENT Mr Michael Braithwaite
Clarilaw, Hawick, Roxburghshire, TD9 8PT

Tel. 01450 372129
HON. GENERAL SECRETARY (General Enquiries) Mr David Pearman
Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA
Tel.: 01872 863388; DPearmand@aol.com
HON. TREASURER (All financial matters except Membership) Mr Anthony Nixon
The Warwick Partnership, 1 Stonecross, St Albans, Hertfordshire, AL1 4AA
Tel 01727 846194, Fax 01727 810885
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY (Payment of Subs and changes of address) Mr Gwynn Ellis
41 Marlborough Road, Roath, Cardiff, CF23 5BU

(Please quote membership number on all correspondence; see address label on post,

or Members List in Year Book 2009) Answerphone: 02920 496042; rgellis@ntlworld.com
HON. FIELD SECRETARY (Including enquiries about Field Meetings) Mrs Jane Croft
12 Spaldwick Road, Stow Longa, Huntingdon, Cambs., PE28 0TL
Tel.: 01480 860561; stowlonga@tiscali.co.uk
HON. ASSISTANT SECRETARY (General enquiries) Mr Peter Fry
c/o Dept. of Botany, The Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, London, SW7 5BD
Answerphone only: 0207 942 5002

BSBI VICE-COUNTY RECORDERS Mr David Pearman
(Comments and/or changes of address) Algiers, Feock, Truro, Cornwall, TR3 6RA
Tel.: 01872 863388; DPearmand@aol.com

PANEL OF REFEREES & SPECIALISTS Dr Mary Clare Sheahan
(Comments and/or changes of address) 61 Westmoreland Road, Barnes, London, SW13 9RZ
Tel.: 020 8748 4365; m.sheahan@rbgkew.org.uk

WATSONIA RECEIVING EDITOR Mr Martin Sanford

c/o SBRC, Ipswich Museum, High Street, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP1 3QH

Tel.: 01473 433547; fax: 01473 433558; sbre@globalnet.co.uk

WATSONIA BOOK REVIEWS EDITOR Dr John Edmondson
243 Pensby Road, Heswall, Wirral, CH61 SUA

Tel: 0151 342 8287, a.books@mac.com

BSBI NEWS RECEIVING EDITOR Mr Trevor J James
56 Back Street, Ashwell, Baldock, Herts., SG7 SPE

Tel.: 01462 742684; trevorjjames@btinternet.com

BSBI NEWS GENERAL EDITOR Mr Gwynn Ellis
41 Marlborough Roead, Roath, Cardiff, CF23 5SBU

Tel. 02920 496042; rgellis@ntlworld.com

BSBI HEAD OF RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT Mr Kevin J Walker
97 Dragon Parade, Harrogate, North Yorkshire, HG1 SDG

Tel 01423 544902; kevinwalker@bsbi.org.uk

BSBI COORDINATOR Mr Alex Lockton
66 North Street, Shrewsbury, Shropshire, SY1 2JL

Tel. & Fax: 01743 343789; coordinator@bsbi.org.uk

BSBI VOLUNTEERS OFFICER Mr Bob Ellis
11 Havelock Road, Norwich, NR2 3JHQ

Tel.: 01603 662260; bob@elymus.demon.co.uk

BSBI SCOTTISH OFFICER Mr Jim McIntosh
¢/o Royal Botanic Garden, Inverleith Row, Edinburgh, EH3 5SLR

Tel. 0131 248 2894 (w); 0791 7152580 (mob); j. mcintosh@rbge.ac.uk

RESEARCH FUND APPLICATIONS Dr Pete Hollingsworth
Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, EH3 SLR

p-hollingsworth@rbge.ac.uk.

BSBI PUBLICATIONS Mr Paul O'Hara

Summerfield Books 2007 Litd, 3 Phoenix Park, Skelton, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 9SD
Tel.: 01768 484910; Fax: 01768 484909; info@summerfieldbooks.com
BSBI WEB SITE ADDRESS www.bsbi.org.uk

Registered Charity Number in England & Wales: 212560 and in Scotland: SC038675



The ‘late-glacial’ habitat for Polemonium caeruleum at the head of the Rosegtal, Switzerland.
Photo S. Pigott © 2008 (see p. 23)

Polemonium caeruleum at the head of the Rosegtal, Switzerland. Photo S. Pigott © 2008 (see p. 23)



Gentianella ciliata, (v.c.24). Left — damaged August flower, right — September flower
Both photos G. Giles © 2008 (see p. 25)

Veronica umbrosa, Crawley, Hampshire. Photo M. Shaw © 2008 (see p. 43)




